- Environmental Checklist

Governmental agencies use this checklist to help determine whether the environmental impacts of your
proposal are significant. This information is also helpful to determine if available avoidance, minimization, or
compensatory mitigation measures will address the probable significant impacts or if an environmental impact
statement will be prepared to further analyze the proposal.

This environmental checklist asks you to describe some basic information about your proposal. Please answer
each question accurately and carefully, to the best of your knowledge. You may need to consult with an
agency specialist or private consultant for some questions. You may use “not applicable” or “does not apply”
only when you can explain why it does not apply and not when the answer is unknown. You may also attach
or incorporate by reference additional studies reports. Complete and accurate answers to these questions
often avoid delays with the SEPA process as well as later in the decision-making process.

The checklist questions apply to all parts of your proposal, even if you plan to do them over a period of time
or on different parcels of land. Attach any additional information that will help describe your proposal or its

environmental effects. The agency to which you submit this checklist may ask you to explain your answers or
provide additional information reasonably related to determining if there may be significant adverse impact.

Please adjust the format of this template as needed. Additional information may be necessary to evaluate the
existing environment, all interrelated aspects of the proposal and an analysis of adverse impacts. The checklist
is considered the first but not necessarily the only source of information needed to make an adequate
threshold determination. Once a threshold determination is made, the lead agency is responsible for the
completeness and accuracy of the checklist and other supporting documents.

For nonproject proposals (such as ordinances, regulations, plans and programs), complete the applicable parts
of sections A and B, plus the Supplemental Sheet for Nonproject Actions (Part D). Please completely answer all
questions that apply and note that the words "project,”" "applicant,”" and "property or site" should be read as
"proposal," "proponent,” and "affected geographic area," respectively. The lead agency may exclude (for non-
projects) questions in “Part B: Environmental Elements” that do not contribute meaningfully to the analysis of
the proposal.

! https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/Checklist-guidance
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A.Backaround

1. Name ot proposed project, if applicable:
Bare Mountain Substation Timber Harvest

2. Name of applicant:
Primary Applicant: Public Utility District No. 1 of Pend Oreille County
Co-Applicant: Versatile industries, Inc.

3. Address and phone number of applicant and contact person:

William Zurcher

Vegetation Supervisor

Public Utility District No. 1 of Pend Oreille County
P.O. Box 190 ~ 130 N. Washington

Newport, WA 99156

(509) 447-3137

Kory Hedrick

Vice President
Versatile Industries
390351 Highway 20
Cusick, WA 99119
(509) 671-7702

Contact Person: Shane Hoover, CF, JD Forest Management, LLC
P.O. Box 55

Priest River, ID 83856

Cell: 208-610-6973

4. Date checklist prepared:
August 5%, 2026

5. Agency requesting checklist: Washington Department of Natural Resources, Northeast
Region

6. Proposed timing of schedule (including phasing, if applicable):
Timber harvesting and land clearing for construction in summer/fall of 2026

7. Do you have any plans for future additions, expansion, or further activity related to or
connected with this proposal? If yes, explain. Yes, the development and construction of a
substation.

2 https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-
guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-A-Background
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8. List any environmental information you know about that has been prepared, or wi* *
prepared, directly related to this proposal. There will be a required Forest Practices
Application prepared for this activity.

9. Do you know whether applications are pending for governmental approvals of other
proposals directly affecting the property covered by your proposal? If yes, explain. None

10. List any government approvals or permits that will be needed for your propo: °
None

11. Give brief, complete description of your proposal, including the proposed use. ... ....
size of the project and site. There are several questions later in this checklist that ask you
to describe certain aspects of your proposal. You do not need to repeat those answers on
this page. (Lead agencies may modify this form to include additional specific inf
on project description.)

Timber harvess <-"-mdt oo tomdt tommre = e - - debris removal to facilitate
development.

12. Location of the proposal. Give sufficient information for a person to understand the
precise location of your proposed project, including a street address, if any, and section,
township, and range, if known. if a proposal would occur over a range of area, provide the
range or boundaries of the site(s). Provide a legal description, site plan, vicinity map, and
topographic map, if reasonably available. While you should submit any plans required by
the agency, you are not required to duplicate maps or detailed plans submitted with any
permit applications related to this checklist.

The proposed location of the timber harvest and land clearing is at the Bare Mountain
Substation located in Section 17, Township 30 North, Range 44 East.

Site Address
341 HIGHWAY 211
NEWPORT, WA, 99156
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B.Environmental Elements

a. General description of the site: This site is heavily timbered with western redcedar,
grand fir, western larch, Douglas-fir and lodgepole pine. The terrain is nearly level, with
only minor slopes of 5% to 15%.

Circle or highlight one rolling, hilly, steep slopes, mountainous, other:
b. What is the steepest slope on the site (approximate percent slope)?
15%

What general types of soils are found on the site (for example, clay, sand, gravel, peat,
muck)? If you know the classification of agricultural soils, specify them, and note any
agricultural land of long-term commercial significance and whether the proposal results in
removing any of these soils.

Dufort very stony silt loam, 0 to 40 percent slopes and Kaniksu sandy loam, O to 15
percent slopes (USDA Web Soil Survey)

The Dufort very stony silt loam soils (approximately 66% of the area) are not considered
prime farmland. The Kaniksu sandy loam soils are considered prime farmland; however,
there is no long-term commercial significance, since this is currently a timbered
property.

Are there surface indications or history of unstable soils in the immediate vicinity? If
so, describe.

No

¢. Describe the purpose, type, total area, and approximate quantities and total affected
area of any filling, excavation, and grading proposed. Indicate source of fill.

Excavation and grading will occur to remove stumps and debris on approximately 12.6
acres. This will facilitate development of a substation.

d. Could erosion occur because of clearing, construction, or use? If so, generally describe.

These soils have a slight to moderate erosion hazard. The nearly level ground has
minimal potential to cause erosion due to construction, clearing or use.

Best management practices and adequate setbacks will be followed.

3 https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/sepa/environmental-review/sepa-guidance/sepa-checklist-
guidance/sepa-checklist-section-b-environmental-elements/environmental-elements-earth
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The project will utilize BMPs for sediment control during construction.

e. About what percent of the site will be covered with impervious surfaces after project
construction (for example, asphalt or buildings)?

60% - includes, buildings and substation infrastructure
f. Proposed measures to reduce or control erosion, or other impacts to the earth, if any.

Silt fences, perimeter control, site grading.

a. What types of emissions to the air would result from the proposal during construction,
operation, and maintenance when the project is completed? If any, generally describe
and give approximate quantities if known.

Construction phase: Temporary, heavy equipment exhaust. Minor dust during dry
conditions. Quantities will be minor

Substation operation: Light fossil fuel emissions from substation maintenance.

b. Are there any off-site sources of emissions or odor that may affect your proposal? If
so, generally describe. None

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control emissions or other impacts to air, if any:

Equipment Maintenance: All clearing equipment, logging machinery, and construction
vehicles will be properly tuned, maintained, and operated in accordance with
manufacturer specifications to minimize exhaust emissions.

* https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-
guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-Air

3 https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-
guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-3-Water

¢ https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-
guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-3-Water/Environmental-
elements-Surface-water
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1. Is there any surface water body on or in the immediate vicinity of the site
(including year-round and seasonal streams, saltwater, lakes, ponds, wetlands)? If
yes, describe type and provide names. If appropriate, state what stream or river it
flows into.

None

Will the project require any work over, in, or adjacent to (within 200 feet) the
described waters? If yes, please describe and attach available plans.

No

2. Estimate the amount of fill and dredge material that would be placed in or
removed from surface water or wetlands and indicate the area of the site that
would be affected. Indicate the source of fill material. None

3. Will the proposal require surface water withdrawals or diversions? Give a general
description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known.

No

4. Does the proposal lie within a 100-year floodplain? If so, note location on the site
plan.

No

5. Does the proposal involve any discharges of waste materials to surface waters? If
so, describe the type of waste and anticipated volume of discharge.

No

1. Will groundwater be withdrawn from a well for drinking water or other purposes?
If so, give a general description of the well, proposed uses and approximate
quantities withdrawn from the well. Will water be discharged to groundwater?
Give a general description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known.

Groundwater Withdrawal: No groundwater will be withdrawn.

Groundwater Discharge: No direct discharge to groundwater will occur.

7 https://ecology . wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-
guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-3-Water/Environmental-
elements-Groundwater
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2. Describe waste material that will be discharged into the ground from septic tanks
or other sources, if any (domestic sewage; industrial, containing the following
chemicals...; agricultural; etc.). Describe the general size of the system, the number
of such systems, the number of houses to be served (if applicable), or the number
of animals or humans the system(s) are expected to serve.

None: The proposal will not construct any new septic systems, drainfields, or
underground injection sources, and no new waste materials will be discharged into
the ground as a result of this project.

1. Describe the source of runoff (including storm water) and method of collection
and disposal, if any {include quantities, if known). Where will this water flow? Will
this water flow into other waters? If so, describe.

Source of Runoff: Precipitation (rain and snowmelt) across the cleared substation
footprint.

Method of Collection/Disposal: The finished substation yard will be surfaced with
permeable crushed rock/gravel. Stormwater will naturally infiltrate directly into the
level ground on-site. No formal piped collection system is required or proposed.

Where will it flow: Water will percolate into the underlying soils or disperse locally
into surrounding native vegetation as sheet flow.

Flow into other waters: No. As the terrain is mostly level and there are no streams or
wetlands in the vicinity, runoff will not enter any other surface waters.

Exact quantities of stormwater runoff are unknown at this time.

2. Could waste materials enter ground or surface waters? If so, generally describe.
No operational waste materials are anticipated to enter ground or surface waters.

3. Does the proposal alter or otherwise affect drainage patterns in the vicinity of the
site? If so, describe.

The proposal will not significantly alter regional drainage patterns, but it will cause
minor, localized changes to infiltration and surface runoff dynamics within the
immediate vicinity of the site.

Because the site is flat and will be stabilized with gravel and crushed rock,
approximately 40 to 50 percent of the site will remain pervious. However, the
following minor shifts in localized drainage patterns are anticipated: 1) Reduction in
Soil Infiltration Rate, 2) Loss of Canopy Interception, 3) Controlled Surface Shedding
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d. Proposed measures to reduce or control surface, ground, and runoff water, and
drainage pattern impacts, if any:

To maintain natural drainage patterns and prevent localized pooling or runoff onto
adjacent areas, the following measures will be implemented:

o Crushed Rock Yard Base: The entire substation pad will be finished with a permeable
layer of crushed rock spall to encourage natural infiltration and prevent concentrated
runoff.

o Preserved Natural Drainage: Construction will maintain existing, mostly level site
contours, preventing major alterations to natural drainage patterns.

o Perimeter Erosion Controls: Temporary silt fencing will be maintained around the site
perimeter during clearing and grading to filter any sheet-flow runoff before it leaves the
site.

e Vegetated Buffer: Retaining undisturbed native vegetation along property boundaries
to naturally absorb and filter sheet flow.

a. Check the types of vegetation found on the site:
deciduous tree: birch, cottonwood, other

X evergreen tree: grand fir, western redcedar, western hemlock, western larch,
Douglas-fir, lodgepole pine and western white pine.

shrubs
grass
[] pasture
[ crop or grain
(1 orchards, vineyards, or other permanent crops.
[ wet soil plants: cattail, buttercup, bullrush, skunk cabbage, other
[ water plants: water lily, eelgrass, milfoil, other
[ other types of vegetation
b. What kind and amount of vegetation will be removed or altered?
All native conifer and shrub will be removed and altered.
c. List threatened and endangered species known to be on or near the site

No threatened or endangered species are known to be on or near the site
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d. Proposed landscaping, use of native plants, or other measures to preserve or enhance
vegetation on the site, if any.

e No Proposed Landscaping: No ornamental landscaping or tree planting is proposed
inside or immediately adjacent to the substation footprint, as vegetation poses
operational, security, and fire safety hazards around high-voltage equipment.

e. List all noxious weeds and invasive species known to be on or near the site.

Few noxious weeds and invasive species exist on the site. It is possible that Canada
thistle, bull thistle and common tansy will proliferate after construction.

a. List any birds and other animals that have been observed on or near the site or are
known to be on or near the site.

Examples include:

e Birds: wild turkey, hawks, songbirds, other: Common species typical of
northeast Washington mixed-conifer forest (turkeys, songbirds, deer, etc.) may
be present. No specific surveys were conducted.

e Mammals: deer, other: light deer sign was observed.
b. List any threatened and endangered species knoy
No threaten or endangered species within or near
c. Isthe site part of a migration route? If so, explair
No
d. Proposed measures to preserve or enhance wildliie, 11 any.
None: wildlife can cause interruptions, outages and possibly fires at a substation.

e. List any invasive animal species known to be on or near the site. No invasive animal
species have been known to occupy or be near the proposed area.

8 hitps://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-
guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-5-Animals
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a. What kinds of energy (electric, natural gas, oil, wood stove, solar) will be used to meet
the completed project's energy needs? Describe whether it will be used for heating,
manufacturing, etc.

« Energy Sources: Electricity only (station service power tapped directly from the
grid/station transformers).

e Proposed Uses: Electricity will be used internally for station lighting, security systems,
battery backup chargers, and climate control (heating/cooling) inside the unmanned
control enclosure to protect sensitive protective relays and communication equipment.

« Other Fuels: No natural gas, oil, wood, or solar energy will be used, and no
manufacturing or industrial processing will occur on-site.

b. Would your project affect the potential use of solar energy by adjacent properties? If
so, generally describe.

No, the proposed project will not affect the potential use of solar energy on adjacent
properties.

¢. What kinds of energy conservation features are included in the plans of this proposal?
List other proposed measures to reduce or control energy impacts, if any.

High-Efficiency Electrical Equipment: Installation of modern, low-loss power
transformers and solid-state protective relaying systems that minimize internal
electrical losses.

J

a. Are there any environmental health hazards, including exposure to toxic chemicals,
risk of fire and explosion, spill, or hazardous waste, that could occur because of this
proposal? If so, describe.

No, there are no environmental health hazards or possible exposure to toxic chemicals.
No spill hazards or hazardous waste is anticipated.

Risk of Fire & Explosion: Electrical fires or equipment flashovers represent a low,
potential operational risk. This risk is mitigated through automatic circuit breakers,
surge arresters, grounding grids, regular maintenance, clear gravel surfacing inside the
yard

? https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA~checklist-
guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-6-Energy-natural-resou
19 https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-
guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-7-Environmental-health
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1. Describe any known or possible contamination at the site from present or past
uses.

No possible contamination at the site from present and past uses.

2. Describe existing hazardous chemicals/conditions that might affect project
development and design. This includes underground hazardous liquid and gas
transmission pipelines located within the project area and in the vicinity.

+ Hazardous Chemicals & Underground Pipelines: None identified. There are no known
toxic chemical contaminations, underground hazardous liquid pipelines, or natural gas
transmission lines located on the site or in the immediate vicinity.

e Adjacent Electrical Infrastructure: An existing high-voltage overhead electrical
transmission line runs through the west side of the parcel, outside the proposed
substation disturbance footprint.

o Operational Management: Pend Oreille County PUD No. 1 is experienced with high-
voltage utility infrastructure; standard electrical safety clearances, OSHA/WISHA
guidelines, and proper equipment grounding protocols will be implemented during site
clearing and construction to ensure safe working conditions around the nearby
transmission corridor.

3. Describe any toxic or hazardous chemicals that might be stored, used, or produced
during the project's development or construction, or at any time during the
operating life of the project.

e Construction Phase: No toxic or hazardous chemicals will be manufactured or
permanently stored on-site. Temporary use of standard commercial fuels, lubricants,
and hydraulic fluids is required for logging and construction equipment.

e Operating Phase: No toxic or hazardous chemicals will be produced, stored, or used
during normal operation.

4. Describe special emergency services that might be required. Logging and heavy
equipment operators are required to have a spill kit on site for any possible clean up
due to machinery.

5. Proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health hazards, if any.

Equipment Management: Heavy machinery used during construction will be
inspected daily for fuel or hydraulic leaks. All refueling and maintenance will occur in
designated upland staging areas away from drainage pathways, and spill kits will be
kept on-site.

Dust Control: Water trucks or sprayers will be used to suppress fugitive dust during
dry periods of clearing and grading.
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1. What types of noise exist in the area which may affect your project (for example:
traffic, equipment, operation, other)?

Traffic from Highway 211 and construction equipment, but the noise impact is
minimal.

2. What types and levels of noise would be created by or associated with the project
on a short-term or a long-term basis (for example: traffic, construction, operation,
other)? Indicate what hours noise would come from the site)?

e Short-Term (Construction & Timber Harvest): Temporary, intermittent noise with
moderate levels from logging equipment, land clearing, grading, and construction
vehicles (e.g., chainsaws, excavators, dump trucks, cranes). Construction noise will
occur strictly during standard daytime hours (Monday through Friday, 7:00 AM to
4:00 PM) over an estimated 3-week period for site clearing and civil work, plus
additional daytime hours during substation structure assembly.

e Long-Term (Operations): Operational noise will be negligible. The completed
substation generates a low, continuous electrical hum from the transformer, which
dissipates rapidly with distance and remains well within Washington State
environmental noise standards (WAC 173-60) at the property boundaries.
Intermittent vehicular noise will occur during routine monthly maintenance visits.

3. Proposed measures to reduce or control noise impacts, if any:

e Restricted Working Hours: Heavy equipment operation during clearing and grading
will be strictly limited to standard daytime hours (e.g., 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM on
weekdays).

o Mufflers and Maintenance: All construction vehicles and machinery will be
equipped with functional, high-quality mufflers and maintained in optimal working
condition to reduce engine noise.

e Operational Control: Construction staging areas will be located as far from nearby
residences as practicable, and equipment will be turned off rather than idling
unnecessarily.
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1
a. What is the current use of the site and adjacent properties? Will the proposal affect
current land uses on nearby or adjacent properties? If so, describe.

Current use of the site is forested property. The adjacent properties are private,
residential ownerships, use primarily as home sites. There will be no effect on current
land uses on nearby or adjacent properties.

b. Has the project site been used as working farmlands or working forest lands? If so,
describe. How much agricultural or forest land of long-term commercial significance
will be converted to other uses because of the proposal, if any? If resource lands have
not been designated, how many acres in farmland or forest land tax status will be
converted to nonfarm or nonforest use?

The project site is currently forested, but has had little to no timber management over
the past several decades. The project site has no working farmlands. Approximately 12.6
acres of forestland will be converted from timber to a substation.

1. Will the proposal affect or be affected by surrounding working farm or forest
land normal business operations, such as oversize equipment access, the
application of pesticides, tilling, and harvesting? If so, how?

NO
c. Describe any structures on the site. There are no structures on the site.
d. Will any structures be demolished? If so, what?
No structures will be demolished.
e. What is the current zoning classification of the site?
Rural 5
f. What is the current comprehensive plan designation of the site?
The current comprehensive plan designation of the site to develop a substation.
g. If applicable, what is the current shoreline master program designation of the site?
No shoreline master program

h. Has any part of the site been classified as a critical area by the city or county? If so,
specify.
NO

i. Approximately how many people would reside or work in the completed project?

1 https://ecology . wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-
guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-8-Land-shoreline-use
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Zero (0) people would reside at the completed project site. Approximately 1 to 3 people
would work at the site, intermittently.

o Typical Occupancy: 1 to 3 people
+ Peak Occupancy: 3 people

j- Approximately how many people would the completed project displace?
Zero (0) people would be displaced by the completed project.

k. Proposed measures to avoid or reduce displacement impacts, if any.

None / Not Applicable. The project is located entirely on undeveloped PUD property
with no current residences.

I. Proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with existing and projected
land uses and plans, if any.

None / inherently Compatible. No special mitigation measures are necessary to ensure
compatibility. The proposal is automatically compatible with existing and projected land
uses and local comprehensive plans.

Zoning & Comprehensive Plan Compliance: Utility substations are essential public
facilities typically permitted as an allowed or conditional land use within Pend Oreille
County rural and forest zoning designations. The proposal directly aligns with local land
use plans by supporting regional grid reliability.

m. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts to agricultural and forest lands of
long-term commercial significance, if any:

None / Not Applicable. The project site is located entirely on Public Utility District
property and is not designated as agricultural or forest land of long-term commercial
significance.

While a small-scale timber harvest will occur to clear the site for construction, the
removal of these trees will not impact or reduce Washington's commercial forestland
base, nor will it conflict with any nearby commercial forestry or agricultural operations.
Therefore, no mitigation measures are necessary.
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2

a. Approximately how many units would be provided, if any? Indicate whether high,
middle, or low-income housing.

None/ Not Applicable

b. Approximately how many units, if any, would be eliminated? Indicate whether high,
middle, or low-income housing.

None/ Not Applicable
c. Proposed measures to reduce or control housing impacts, if any:

None/ Not Applicable

3

a. What is the tallest height of any proposed structure(s), not including antennas; what is
the principal exterior building material(s) proposed?

o Tallest Height: Substation dead-end steel structures and buswork typically reach up to
30 to 45 feet in height (transmission poles connecting to the station may reach up to 60
feet). The pre-engineered control enclosure building will be approximately 12 to 15 feet
tall.

o Principal Exterior Materials: Structural steel (galvanized or painted) and aluminum for
the electrical switchyard equipment; pre-finished metal siding (or concrete masonry) for
the control enclosure building.

b. What views in the immediate vicinity would be altered or obstructed?

e View Alteration: Views in the immediate vicinity along the adjacent roadway and
neighboring parcel boundaries will be slightly altered due to the conversion of the
forested plot into a graveled substation footprint with overhead steel structures and a
control enclosure.

e No Obstruction: The proposed structures will not obstruct any scenic vistas, critical view
corridors, or panoramic views in the surrounding area, as the low-profile substation
equipment remains lower than or equal to the surrounding forest canopy.

2 https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-
guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-9-Housing

'3 https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEP A-checklist-
guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-10- Aesthetics
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c. Proposed measures to reduce or control aesthetic impacts, if any:

* Stump and Slash Management: All timber harvest debris, logging slash, and cleared tree
stumps will be completely chipped, hauled away, or burned to ensure a clean, tidy, and
well-maintained appearance.

* No Proposed Measures: No specific aesthetic mitigation measures (such as decorative
screening or architectural cladding) are proposed. Visual modifications are subordinate
to operational safety, high-voltage clearance requirements, electrical reliability, and
physical security standards mandated for utility infrastructure.

4
a. What type of light or glare will the proposal produce? What time of day would it
mainly occur?

Minimal / Negligible.

o Light: It is possible that downward-directed, low-wattage exterior LED security lighting is
installed on the control enclosure and yard structures. It’s possible the lights may
operate automatically from dusk to dawn. To be determined.

e Glare: Minimal, temporary glare from galvanized structural steel components,
aluminum buswork, and vehicle windows during daylight hours. Equipment surfaces will
dull and weather naturally over time, eliminating long-term reflection issues.

b. Could light or glare from the finished project be a safety hazard or interfere with
views?

No
c. What existing off-site sources of light or glare may affect your proposal?

None / Minimal. There are no existing off-site sources of light or glare that will
negatively affect the proposal or its intended use as a substation.

d. Proposed measures to reduce or control light and glare impacts, if any:

None / Minimal. Because the proposed substation will generally operate autonomously,
no active light mitigation measures are necessary.

' https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-
guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-11-Light-glare
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a. What designated and informal recreational opportunities are in the immediate
vicinity?
Designated Opportunities: None - The subject parcel is private utility property set aside for

utility infrastructure, and no public parks, designated trails, or formal recreational facilities
exist on or immediately adjacent to the site.

Informal Opportunities: None - The site is fenced and posted to restrict unauthorized entry,
eliminating informal recreational uses (such as hiking, hunting, or off-road vehicle use) for
public safety and security reasons.

b. Would the proposed project displace any existing recreational uses? If so, describe.

No. The proposed project will not displace any existing recreational uses.

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts on recreation, including recreation
opportunities to be provided by the project or applicant, if any:

o No Proposed Measures: No recreation mitigation measures or public recreational
opportunities are proposed.

o Site Security & Safety: Because the facility is an energized high-voltage electrical
substation, public access is strictly prohibited. The site will likely be enclosed by a fence
with warning signage to ensure public safety and physical security.

5

a. Are there any buildings, structures, or sites, located on or near the site that are over
45 years old listed in or eligible for listing in national, state, or local preservation
registers? If so, specifically describe.

None known. There are no buildings, structures, or registered historical sites located on
or within the immediate vicinity of the proposal that are listed in, or known to be
eligible for listing in, national, state, or local preservation registers.

The site consists of an undeveloped patch of timber directly adjacent to large overhead
transmission lines. To ensure full compliance prior to any ground-disturbing activities, a
review of the Washington Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation /™ A-m™
WISAARD database will be referenced, and all clearing and timber harvesting wil
comply with standard DNR forest practices rules regarding cultural resources.

15 https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-
guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements- 1 3-Historic-cultural-p
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b. Are there any landmarks, features, or other evidence of Indian or historic use or
occupation? This may include human burials or old cemeteries. Are there any material
evidence, artifacts, or areas of cultural importance on or near the site? Please list any
professional studies conducted at the site to identify such resources.

None known. There are no known landmarks, features, or visible evidence of Native
American or historic use, occupation, artifacts, or burials on or within the immediate
vicinity of the site. No professional archaeological or cultural resource studies have been
conducted specifically for this small parcel of timberland.

c. Describe the methods used to assess the potential impacts to cultural and historic
resources on or near the project site. Examples include consultation with tribes and
the department of archeology and historic preservation, archaeological surveys,
historic maps, GIS data, etc.

Historical Map and GIS Review: Local county GIS mapping data and historical aerial
photographs were reviewed to confirm the site has historically been managed as vacant,
undeveloped timberland with no past structural footprints.

Agency Notification: The project proposal will go through the standard multi-agency
SEPA and DNR Forest Practices notification loops, which automatically routes the plans
to DAHP and affected local Native American Tribes for formal comment and review.

d. Proposed measures to avoid, minimize, or compensate for loss, changes to, and
disturbance to resources. Please include plans for the above and any perr ~
be required.

Because no known historic or cultural resources exist on the site, no active
compensation or resource-specific mitigation plans are proposed. The project will avoid
and minimize potential impacts through the following measures and regulatory reviews:

Required Permits & Reviews: The project will obtain and comply with all required
agency permits, which include their own built-in environmental and cultural resource
reviews:

DNR Forest Practices Application/Permit (FPA): Required for the commercial timber
harvest and conversion of the land to a non-forestry use.

Local Government Grading/Construction Permit: Required for the excavation, grading,
and installation of the substation.
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5

a. Identify public streets and highways serving the site or affected geographic area and
describe proposed access to the existing street system. Show on site plans, if any.

Public Streets and Highways Serving the Site: The site is directly served by State Route
211 (SR 211), which runs along the eastern boundary of the property.

Proposed Access: No new public street connections or access points are proposed.
Heavy equipment for logging, excavation, and construction—as well as future
recreational traffic—will utilize the existing main access driveway connecting directly to
SR 211 on the eastern side of the property. Internal site access to the new substation
will be determined at a later date.

b. Is the site or affected geographic area currently served by public transit? If so,
generally describe. If not, what is the approximate distance to the nearest transit
stop?

No. The site is not currently served by a traditional fixed-route public transit system.

c. Will the proposal require any new or improvements to existing roads, streets,
pedestrian, bicycle, or state transportation facilities, not including driveways? If so,
generally describe (indicate whether public or private).

No. The proposal will not require any new public roads or streets, nor will it require any
structural improvements to existing roads, streets, pedestrian, bicycle, or state
transportation facilities.

d. Will the project or proposal use (or occur in the immediate vicinity of) water, rail, or
air transportation? If so, generally describe.

No. The proposal will not use water, rail, or air transportation.

e. How many vehicular trips per day would be generated by the completed project or
proposal? If known, indicate when peak volumes would occur and what percentage of
the volume would be trucks (such as commercial and nonpassenger vehicles). What
data or transportation models were used to make these estimates?

o Operational Trips: The completed substation will generate negligible traffic—
approximately 1 to 2 vehicular trips per month for routine inspections, testing, and
maintenance.

e Peak Volumes & Truck Percentage: No regular peak hour traffic will be generated. Trips
will consist almost entirely of light-duty service trucks or utility vans (100% utility service
vehicles) operated by PUD technicians during standard business hours.

'6 https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-
guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements- 14- Transportation
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o Data / Models Used: Estimates are based on standard Public Utility District operational
historical data for unmanned utility substations (no formal traffic model required given
the minimal trip volume).

f. Will the proposal interfere with, affect, or be affected by the movement of agricultural
and forest products on roads or streets in the area? If so, generally describe.

No. The proposal will not interfere with, affect, or be affected by the movement of
agricultural or forest products on local roads or streets.

No Road Closures: All timber harvesting, site construction, and staging will occur
entirely within the interior boundaries of the property. No public road closures, lane
restrictions, or traffic delays will occur on State Route 211 (SR 211).

Routine Traffic Integration: While commercial log trucks frequently utilize SR 211 to
haul regional timber products, the minor, temporary increase in construction vehicles
and log trucks from this project (averaging 2 to 5 trips per day during the clearing phase)
will safely merge into existing highway traffic without disrupting regular commercial
transport flows.

g. Proposed measures to reduce or control transportation impacts, if any:

None Required / Minimal. Because the completed project will not create significant
long-term traffic or require public road modifications, active transportation mitigation
measures are not necessary.

a. Would the project result in an increased need for public services (for example: fire
protection, police protection, public transit, health care, schools, other)? If so,
generally describe.

e Increased Need for Services: No. The unmanned utility substation will not generate
residents, employees, or customers, and therefore will not increase demand for schools,
public transit, health care, or general municipal services.

o Emergency Services: Existing local fire and law enforcement agencies will provide
routine emergency coverage. The facility's perimeter security fencing, automatic safety
cutoffs, and adherence to electrical safety codes minimize the need for emergency calls.

b. Proposed measures to reduce or control direct impacts on public services, if any.

None Required / Standard Operational Controls. Because the substation will not place
new demands on local public services, active mitigation is unnecessary.

The project will maintain the following standard safety controls:

17 https://ecology .wa.gov/regulations-permits/sepa/environmental-review/sepa-guidance/sepa-checklist-
guidance/sepa-checklist-section-b-environmental-elements/environmental-elements- 15-public-services
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Emergency Access: Existing wide driveways will remain completely unobstructed,
ensuring continuous access for local emergency vehicles.

DNR Fire Compliance: During the short-term logging and clearing phase, contractors will
strictly comply with the DNR Industrial Fire Precaution Levels (IFPL), keeping required
fire-suppression tools on-site.

a. Circle utilities currently available at the site: electricity, natural gas, water, refuse
service, telephone, sanitary sewer, septic system, other:

The following utilities are currently available on the PUD property:
o Electricity (Provided by Pend Oreille County PUD)

b. Describe the utilities that are proposed for the project, the utility providing the
service, and the general construction activities on the site or in the immediate vicinity
which might be needed.

e Proposed Utilities: Electricity only. Station service power will be tapped directly on-site
to power station lighting, security systems, and other needed amenities. No water,
sewer, natural gas, or garbage service is required.

o Utility Provider: Public Utility District No. 1 of Pend Oreille County.

e General Construction Activities: Tying the new substation into the existing nearby
transmission/distribution lines, erecting dead-end steel structures, setting transformers
and switchgear, installing ground grid and control cabling, and assembling the pre-
engineered control enclosure.

'8 https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/sepa/environmental-review/sepa-guidance/sepa-checklist-
guidance/sepa-checklist-section-b-environmental-elements/environmental-elements- 1 6-utilities
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C.Sianature

3

The above answers are true and complete to the best of my knowledge. | understand that the
lead agency is relying on them to make its decision.

X

Type name of signee: William Zurcher

Position and agency/organization: Vegetation Supervisor, Public Utility District of Pend Oreille
County

Date submitted: August 6, 2026

X

Type name of signee: Kory Hedrick

Position and agency/organization: Vice President, Versatile Industries, Inc.

Date submitted: August 6, 2026

' hitps://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-
guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-C-Signature
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