Kelp Forests WA Washington State

({/ Kelp Research and Monitoring Workgroup
Agenda for May 13, 2026
nearshore@dnr.wa.gov

Time Contact Topic
Gray McK WA .
1000 - 1005 ray Mckenna Welcome / Introduction
DNR)
Washington State Bull Kelp Day 2026 Highlights
Tim McClure (WA DNR) — UAS Census of Floating Kelp in Central Puget Sound

1005 - 1025 Announcements Jeff Whitty (NW Straits) — The Living Kelp Plan

(20 min) (¥4 min each) Jason Toft (UW) — Upcoming PSP salmon-kelp snorkel and eDNA project

Bree Turner (WA DNR/HSIL) — Marine Vegetation Implementation Strategy
Launch

1025 —.1030 Brad Bebout Lightning Tech Talk: A comblr.1ed CTD—muIt|spectraI light sensor for citizen

(5 min) - science in kelp beds
10(?;%:“1:;)0 Claire Attridge (SFU) Kelp canopy species and forest structure foster distinct faunal assemblages
1050~ %110 Erica Bleke (WA DNR) Kelp Monitoring in Aquatic Reserves

(20 min)

Hilary Hayford,

1110- 1130 Hilary Hayford o . . .

(20 min) Jessi Florendo, Cultivating restoration solutions for Washington bull kelp

Marina Kochuten (PSRF)

1130-11

(i% min)50 David Trimbach (WDFW) Understanding human-kelp relationships in Puget Sound
1150-1200 Gray McKenna (WA . . . .

(10 min) DNR) Presentation Q&A and Discussion Time

Other news:
McKenna, G.E., & Claar, D.C. (2026) Synthesizing disparate data for a comprehensive view of floating kelp distribution in
Washington State, USA. J Appl Phycol. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10811-026-03829-5
Timmer, B., Reshitnyk, L. Y., Neufeld, C. J., & Baum, J. K. (2026) Historical Data Reveal Extirpation of Foundation Species
and Kelp Forest Community Deborealization in a Coastal Hotspot. Ecological Applications
https://doi.org/10.1002/eap.70223
Click to join Zoom meeting Meeting ID: 859 7418 6228 Passcode: 669772
WA Kelp Research and Monitoring Workgroup web page
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