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MEMORANDUM 
 
July 22, 2026        File No. 26-072202 
 
TO:  Interested Parties    

 
FROM: Tracy Cooper, SEPA Center 
 
SUBJECT: SEPA LEAD AGENCY & DETERMINATION OF NONSIGNIFICANCE 
 
This is to advise you that pursuant to WAC 197-11-900 (922 through 948), the Department of Natural 
Resources has determined that it is Lead Agency for the following: 
 
Cooke Access to Naneum Ridge State Forest: The Washington State Department of Natural Resources is 
planning to construct a new road to provide unimpeded access to the Cooke drainage and the Eastern 
Coleman drainage of the Naneum Ridge State Forest to create permanent legal public access to the 
Naneum Ridge State Forest. Current access to this area is through private property on a private road. 
The project consists of approximately 1.2 miles of road construction and 3 miles of road surface 
maintenance on the Tyee (N4200) Road and associated spurs between Cooke Canyon on the east and 
Coleman Creek on the west. Road and staging area construction includes clearing, grubbing, excavation 
and embankment to grade, construction of subgrade, including turnouts, to standard forest road widths 
(typically 20 foot subgrade, 16 foot running surface), installation of drainage structures such as ditches, 
cross drains and rolling dips, installation of a cattle guard, rock application, grading, shaping, and 
compaction of road surfaces, potential installation of gates and end haul of waste material to approved 
sites. Road surface maintenance consists of brushing, ditch cleaning, and surface shaping (grading), cut 
slope reshaping, culvert and cross drain cleaning, drainage structure installation and maintenance 
(rolling dips and ditchouts), and application of rock. Located in Sections 07, 18, 19, 30, Township 19 
North, Range 20 East, W.M., Kittitas County. 
 
Information about this proposal including the Threshold Determination and SEPA Checklist can be accessed 
through DNR’s website at: 
 

https://www.dnr.wa.gov/other-projects 
 

Pursuant to WAC 332-41-504, this proposal was filed in the department’s SEPA Center at the Natural 
Resources Building, 1111 Washington Street SE, P.O. Box 47015, Olympia, Washington, on July 22, 2026. We 
will consider comments on this proposed DNS received by 6:00 p.m. on August 5, 2026. Comments should be 
submitted to the SEPA Center at, https://wadnr.commentinput.com?id=W5c9PRFEC or P.O. Box 47015, 
Olympia, Washington 98504-7015 for distribution to the responsible official. Please include the file number 
listed above on all comments. 


