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Q&A: Elwha Watershed Study | Update #2 

DRAFT Updated: 7.21.2026 

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) team is currently in the process of studying the 

Lower Elwha Watershed to determine whether any areas on DNR managed lands are 

appropriate for consideration of a Natural Area Preserve (NAP) or Natural Resources 

Conservation Area (NRCA) boundary proposal.  

Public input is important to DNR. Some questions submitted by the public were out of scope of 

the proviso and are not addressed in this document. All questions that were submitted in the 

community meeting, even if not listed below, will be included in the proviso community 

engagement feedback document.  

We appreciate everyone who attended the meeting and took the time to submit questions and 

comments. 

1. Where is information pertaining to the Lower Elwha Study Proviso listed?   

• All information pertaining to the Elwha Watershed Study proviso effort is listed on 

DNR’s website https://dnr.wa.gov/elwhastudy. This website was launched in 

November 2025 and will continue to be updated throughout the proviso process.  

 

• The study is still in process as of July 2026. Results of the study will be shared in the 

Fall of 2026 both in a final community meeting, in a draft legislative report open to 

public comment, and in a final legislative report.  

 

2. Will the Community Meeting #2 presentation slides be posted?  

• Yes, presentation slides and recordings of the meetings are available on DNR’s 

website https://dnr.wa.gov/elwhastudy 

 

3. Can the DNR team share more about community engagement?   

• As of June 2026, DNR has provided two community meetings, a public survey 

(closed July 1), and staff are available via email to receive feedback and answer 

questions.  

 

• A final community meeting will be held in the Fall of 2026. After the final public 

meeting, the public will be encouraged to comment on the draft legislative report.  

 

• As of June 23, 2026, over 1,200 people have participated in the public engagement 

process. 

 

4. Have features within the watershed been determined on all lands, not just DNR lands?  

https://dnr.wa.gov/elwhastudy
https://dnr.wa.gov/elwhastudy
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• The Legislature provided $250,000 in the proviso for DNR to conduct the study on 

“department managed lands”, which include DNR-managed trust lands and natural 

areas. Given the time, capacity, and budget constraints for the project, DNR has 

focused its efforts DNR-managed land.  

 

• As of June 2026, heritage science teams are still collecting, reviewing, and analyzing 

data. No conclusions regarding features have been made to date. 

 

5. Does Commissioner of Public Lands, Staff or RCWs cited establish the “Structurally 

Complex Forest (SCF)” or the populus term “legacy forest”. 

• The proviso directs the DNR Elwha Watershed Study team to identify Structurally 

Complex Forests (SCF) on DNR-managed land within the Elwha Watershed. 

Information about SCF can be found here: A New Direction for Washington’s Most 

Critical Forests | Department of Natural Resources.  
 

6. Does Ecological Value consider economic impact as part of the Natural Areas Heritage 

study process?   

• In the context of surveying for ecological value does not consider economic impact. 

The heritage study considers ecological value as defined in RCW’s 79.70 and 79.71.  

• However, DNR makes decisions on trust land management in accordance with all 

laws, policies and procedures, such as the Policy for Sustainable Forests, which 

emphasizes economic, social and ecological values.   

 

7. Does the Elwha study area include any of the 77,000-80,000 acres, as identified in 

Commissioner’s Order 202516 ?  

• The proviso directs the DNR Elwha Watershed Study team to identify SCF within the 

Lower Elwha Watershed. Please refer to DNR’s website to learn more about SCF. 

An interactive map is available on this website that identifies potential SCF. This 

map layer is regularly updated as new data sets are incorporated: A New Direction 

for Washington’s Most Critical Forests | Department of Natural Resources  

 

8. Does the Olympic Discovery Trail also travel through DNR Land? 

• Yes, DNR stated this to be a true statement in the presentation.  

 

9. When considering the Heritage study process, is ‘high value’ based on rarity? 

• Yes, 'high value' refers to rare plants and ecosystems identified in the Natural 
Heritage Plan. The plan is located on DNR’s website at  https://dnr.wa.gov/natural-
heritage-program/conservation-planning 

https://dnr.wa.gov/new-direction-washingtons-most-critical-forests
https://dnr.wa.gov/new-direction-washingtons-most-critical-forests
https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-08/em_co_ff_202516.pdf
https://dnr.wa.gov/new-direction-washingtons-most-critical-forests
https://dnr.wa.gov/new-direction-washingtons-most-critical-forests
https://dnr.wa.gov/natural-heritage-program/conservation-planning
https://dnr.wa.gov/natural-heritage-program/conservation-planning
https://dnr.wa.gov/natural-heritage-program/conservation-planning
https://dnr.wa.gov/natural-heritage-program/conservation-planning


   
 

 DNR Lower Elwha Proviso Q/A  - July 2026 3 

 

or via the QR code referenced in the presentation slides for Community Meeting #2 

which are posted on the Elwha study website https://dnr.wa.gov/elwhastudy 

 

10. What is DNR’s process to engage with Tribes? 

• Please refer to the following documents to learn more about DNR’s government to 

government policies:   

i. DNR’s Elwha Watershed Study process diagram (located here), shows 

DNR’s engagement with the Tribe throughout the process.  

 

ii. Outdoor Access and Responsible Recreation Strategic Plan | Department of 

Natural Resources (see page 12/13) 

 

iii. Tribal Relations | Department of Natural Resources 

 

iv. This topic was also covered in the Community Meeting #2 meeting posted on 

the website at https://dnr.wa.gov/elwhastudy 

 

11. Is a larger version of the Heritage study area map available?   

• A map of the Heritage study area was posted on the project webpage. Please follow 

this link: 

https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04/amp_nh_elwha_study_map.pdf 

 

12. Can a link be shared to the Aecom consultant mentioned in the presentation? 

• Yes, please see this link: https://aecom.com/ 

 

13.  How has the butterfly program been managed? 

• DNR has worked with the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and 

DNR biologists to inform management of the areas where Taylor’s checkerspot 

butterflies are known to exist on DNR-managed lands. Management strategies date 

back over a decade and involve close collaboration with WDFW and DNR statewide 

biologists to manage the existing habitat, expand habitat, and to protect the areas 

within DNR-managed lands from impacts. To learn more about the Taylor’s 

checkerspot butterfly, please see WDFW’s website: https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-
habitats/species/euphydryas-editha-taylori#resources  

 

14. Is there a difference between state-owned and state-managed? Is it correct the state does 

not own the transfer lands? 

• State-owned lands are owned by the state (ie. The WA State Legislature) and 

managed by state agencies such as DNR, WDFW, and Washington State Parks, 

consistent with the Washington state constitution and law. 

https://dnr.wa.gov/elwhastudy
https://dnr.wa.gov/elwhastudy
https://dnr.wa.gov/recreation/recreation-planning/outdoor-access-and-responsible-recreation-strategic-plan
https://dnr.wa.gov/recreation/recreation-planning/outdoor-access-and-responsible-recreation-strategic-plan
https://dnr.wa.gov/tribal-relations
https://dnr.wa.gov/elwhastudy
https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04/amp_nh_elwha_study_map.pdf
https://aecom.com/
https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/species/euphydryas-editha-taylori#resources
https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/species/euphydryas-editha-taylori#resources
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• State forest transfer lands (formerly known as forest board or forest board transfer 

lands) are also owned by the State of Washington (as trustee) and managed by the 

Department of Natural Resources (as trust manager) consistent with state law. For 

more information on DNR’s trust responsibilities, see DNR’s Policy for Sustainable 

Forests.   

 

15. Natural Area consideration, lack of DNR resources, only one staff for Olympic Region:  

How do you factor that into the report? 

• DNR capacity is critical to maintain NAP/NRCA’s. To determine whether or not a site 

meets the criteria for designation, capacity to maintain a proposed site is part of the 

evaluation process.  

 

16. Where can I learn more about the inventoried structurally complex forests on DNR 

managed lands online?  

• For more information on structurally complex forests, please see the website (scroll 

down to ½ through page for the Forest Forward map): Link: A New Direction for 

Washington’s Most Critical Forests | Department of Natural Resources 

 

• Structurally Complex Factsheet – Forest Forward: Link  

 

• The heritage survey priority map is available as well on DNR’s Elwha website: 

https://dnr.wa.gov/elwhastudy 

 

17. In the recreation map identifying the recreational areas under consideration the Zoo Trails 

are completely left out. There is also a slide specifically calling out unsanctioned mountain 

biking trails in the NRCA zone and mentioning their potential closure. What is the expected 

impact on existing mountain biking trails within the survey area? 

• The areas in the Kelly Ridge/Zoo vicinity are user-built and maintained. The user-

built trails are not currently designated per DNR’s Recreational Trails Policy. The 

trails are planned for evaluation by DNR and may become designated in accordance 

with the Policy. 

• As of July 2026, it is too early in the Natural Area Heritage NAP/NRCA 

study/identification process to determine the outcome of the study. Accordingly, it is 

not currently known how or if a proposed boundary of a NAP/NRCA could affect 

recreation. 

• There are no existing NRCAs/NAP’s in the Lower Elwha watershed on DNR-

managed lands.   

 

https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/lm_psf_section1_of_3.pdf
https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/lm_psf_section1_of_3.pdf
https://dnr.wa.gov/new-direction-washingtons-most-critical-forests
https://dnr.wa.gov/new-direction-washingtons-most-critical-forests
https://deptofnaturalresources.app.box.com/s/0unjw7vul8pulol9qc3qpjflhjxx2xpt
https://dnr.wa.gov/elwhastudy
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18. How often is the DNR Elwha website updated?  

• DNR is posting all pertinent information  on the Elwha Watershed Study  webpage. 

Please visit this link for updates as they become available. 

https://dnr.wa.gov/elwhastudy 

 

19. When will the public have the opportunity to comment on the legislative proviso draft?  

Before or after Sept 3? 

• DNR anticipates the public will have the opportunity to comment on the legislative report 

draft after September 3, 2026. More details will follow about the public comment 

process and platform. 

 

20. Will the entirety of the questions from Meeting #2 and answers be captured and recorded? 

What is the retainment schedule for such Q&A, Chat, or any form of transcript? 

• Yes, the slide-deck and meeting recordings, in addition to the Q/A document will be 

included on DNR’s website: https://dnr.wa.gov/elwhastudy 

 

• The chat record, etc. are also intended to be included in the legislative report. Most 

questions relevant to the proviso are included in this Q/A document. 

  

• DNR’s records are maintained per the Records Retention Schedules | WA Secretary of 
State 

 
21. It appears that the Dry Creek drainage is included in the water shed? Will that border be 

redefined or is this the final watershed boundary? This affects Dry Hill in specific. 

• The Lower Elwha watershed only includes a study of the Lower Elwha watershed. 

Any additional lines on maps may be referring to other watersheds. DNR will strive 

to make the Elwha watershed boundary/boundaries clearer in future map iterations. 

Please refer to the documentation posted under Community Meeting #1 for 

watershed specific maps.  

 

22. The boundary you are using for the Elwha watershed appears to include land in the Lyre 

River watershed.  Can you clarify?   

• Please see the answer to Question #21.  

 

23. Can you clarify if the trails [assumed reference to Zoo/Kelly Ridge trails] are sanctioned and 

supported by DNR?  

• The areas in the Kelly Ridge/Zoo vicinity are user-built and maintained. The user-

built trails are not currently designated per DNR’s Recreational Trails Policy. The 

https://dnr.wa.gov/elwhastudy
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sos.wa.gov%2Farchives%2Fhelp-government-agencies%2Frecords-retention-schedules&data=05%7C02%7CKristi.Park%40dnr.wa.gov%7C1d8be6359a9a421d53c008ded6be1a46%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639184309128010353%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FlH1FUsrzm88VV76myzKvyIHclCn2O4kRu6s8ZLF41I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sos.wa.gov%2Farchives%2Fhelp-government-agencies%2Frecords-retention-schedules&data=05%7C02%7CKristi.Park%40dnr.wa.gov%7C1d8be6359a9a421d53c008ded6be1a46%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C639184309128010353%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FlH1FUsrzm88VV76myzKvyIHclCn2O4kRu6s8ZLF41I%3D&reserved=0
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trails are planned for evaluation by DNR and may become designated in accordance 

with the Policy. 

 

• DNR has engaged and will continue to engage with volunteer groups regarding the 

Kelly Ridge/Zoo trail area.  

 

24. What is the criteria for how you determined that Natural Areas not being considered at this 

time? 

• Please refer to the presentation slides in both Meeting #1 and Meeting #2 which 

address this question. https://dnr.wa.gov/elwhastudy 

 

25. Some of the Zoo trails are within the survey area. If the proposed NRCA were to include 

areas that contain trails what would the expected impact be on the existing mountain biking 

trails in the area? 

• Please refer to the answer in question #17 

 

26. What is the difference between a “dnr sanctioned trail” and a long existing trail maintained 

by the public or trail groups? 

• The DNR Recreation Trails Policy guides DNR’s management of trails. Per the trail 

policy, a designated trail is “a trail on DNR-managed lands that has been officially 

recognized through a planning process for a specific type of use.”  
 

• As of 2026/2027, DNR’s Statewide and Regional Recreation teams are working through 

processes to evaluate existing trails for policy compliance related to designation status. 

A comprehensive dataset of designated recreational trails on DNR-managed land is 

expected in 2027 and will be publicly available on DNR webpages.  

 

• To learn more about DNR’s Trail Policy, please visit this link: DNR Recreation Trails 

Policy 

 

27. DNR presented information pertaining to being understaffed and low-capacity due to 

underfunding in the Olympic Peninsula lack of or inadequate staffing: Could you train 

volunteers to help? Protection of the peninsula's wild areas AND the watershed are very 

important to residents and visitors. 

• DNR frequently works with volunteers and stewardship groups on a variety of 

landscapes and is grateful for the support from local communities. But DNR cannot 

rely on volunteerism alone to maintain our many NAPs and NRCAs. DNR must have 

adequate staff to help manage volunteer efforts and the NAPs/NRCAs when 

volunteerism is not available.  

 

https://dnr.wa.gov/elwhastudy
https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/amp_rec_trails_policy_final_11_24_2015.pdf
https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/amp_rec_trails_policy_final_11_24_2015.pdf
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28. Yes or no, are trail closures a possible outcome of the formation of the NRCA? 

• It’s too early in the study process to determine a yes or no answer. The development 

of a NAP/NRCA could potentially impact existing recreation and existing recreation 

can impact the formation of a NAP/NRCA.   

 

29. Is there an opportunity for the community organizations/non-profits to be part of the 

conversation around DNR’s capacity to maintain non-system trails in order to add them to 

the inventory? 

• DNR frequently works with community organizations to construct and maintain trails, 

and we are thankful for the strong volunteerism that fosters robust recreation 

systems across Washington. However, DNR cannot rely on volunteers and 

community organizations alone to maintain trail systems. Those resources vary over 

time, and DNR staff capacity and adequate funding are essential to maintaining trails 

both in the short and long-term.  

 

• The DNR Recreational Trails Policy allows for DNR to engage the recreation 

community to evaluate recreational trails. It also allows DNR to evaluate non-

designated trails as staff and financial resources are available. 

 

• To learn more about DNR’s Trail Policy, please visit this link:  DNR Recreation Trails 

Policy 

 

30. I'm looking at the map of the Structurally Complex Forests from the presentation but can't 

tell if the "Parched" timber parcel is part of the land being considered for conservation since 

logging it would impact the Elwha River watershed and water supply for Port Angeles, 

violate Tribal rights, and includes globally imperiled ecosystems? Two state threatened 

ecosystems (G2G3/S2 and G2/S2) and one state sensitive plant (G4/S2) were identified 

and assessed in this forest. 

• Timber sales under contract are not part of the Lower Elwha Study. More information 

regarding timber sales and associated maps can be found on DNR’s website:  

Timber Sales | Department of Natural Resources 

 

31. How does the plant studies consider the "range" of the plant across the ENTIRE Elwha 

watershed where 80% is withing Federal protection?  Using the same impact created to our 

state forest lands management though the limited impacted range of the Marbled murrelet 

bird?  Quite the opposite of the Northern spotted owl habitat deferments. 

• Yes, we consider the plants range within the state as well as across its entire global 

range. That information along with other attributes of the plant are used to determine 

the plant’s rarity, per Natural Heritage methodology. 

https://www.natureserve.org/conservation-status-assessment 

https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/amp_rec_trails_policy_final_11_24_2015.pdf
https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/amp_rec_trails_policy_final_11_24_2015.pdf
https://dnr.wa.gov/product-sales-and-leasing/timber-sales
https://www.natureserve.org/conservation-status-assessment

	The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) team is currently in the process of studying the Lower Elwha Watershed to determine whether any areas on DNR managed lands are appropriate for consideration of a Natural Area Preserve (NAP) or Natural Resource...
	Public input is important to DNR. Some questions submitted by the public were out of scope of the proviso and are not addressed in this document. All questions that were submitted in the community meeting, even if not listed below, will be included in...
	We appreciate everyone who attended the meeting and took the time to submit questions and comments.



