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 From the Editorial Board

For this issue of  The Learning Forest, the theme is 
innovation in forest management, job training, and rural 
economic development. 

The featured article introduces the Washington Depart-
ment of  Natural Resources’ (DNR) Pacific Northwest 
Seed Source Project, in which tree seedlings from numer-
ous sources are planted outside their seed transfer zones 
in the Olympic Experimental State Forest (OESF) 
and other sites in Washington, Oregon, and California. 
Involving both public and private landowners, this study 
will help determine how far outside its current seed 
transfer zone a seedling can be planted without causing 
significant impacts to tree growth and health. Results 
should help landowners and managers make strategic 
planting decisions in the face of  a warming climate. 

The guest article focuses on Olympic Peninsula work-
force training and economic development initiatives from 
the Clallam County Economic Development Council 
(EDC) and its key partners. The first initiative focuses 
on workforce training and infrastructure improvements, 
and the second initiative focuses on creating high-wage 
jobs by developing uses for low-value forest materials, 
such as small-diameter trees and branches. This arti-
cle demonstrates the many ways Clallam EDC is using 
innovation to improve Olympic Peninsula forests and 
communities. 

This issue also includes project updates, publications, and 
more. We hope you enjoy it. 

The Bradsby site on private land in Oregon, one of the 
sites planted in the Pacific Northwest Seed Source  
Project. DNR staff photo.

http://Olympic Experimental State Forest (OESF)
https://www.clallam.org/
https://www.clallam.org/
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 Featured Article

Preparing for Climate Change: 
the Pacific Northwest Seed 
Source Project
By Cathy Chauvin, DNR

In sunlit harvest openings across western Wash-
ington, young conifer seedlings grow in rain, snow, heat, 
cold, and everything else nature throws at them.

Most of  these seedlings did not germinate from seeds in 
the soil; they were planted. Yet they seem well adapted to 
their habitat. How is that possible? 

The answer is an innovation from the early 1960s: seed 
transfer zones. Scientists recognized that trees develop 
genetic adaptations to their habitat over time through 
natural selection. So they identified areas within a tree 
species’ range that have fairly uniform habitat con-
ditions and, by extension, populations of  trees with 
similar adaptations. These areas are called seed transfer 
zones, because they represent the farthest a seed can be 
transferred safely from where it was collected. Move a 
seed too far from its zone, and it may struggle due to a 
mismatch between its adaptations and habitat.

Today, forest managers and owners use seed transfer 
zones to select the most appropriate seedlings for their 
site. To facilitate this, tree nurseries carefully track the 
zone and even elevation of  each seedling they grow and 
sell (Photo 1). 

This approach to planting has worked well for decades, 
but there is a problem. It assumes the climate is static, 
and that future climate conditions will be similar to the 
past climate conditions to which the trees adapted.

According to NOAA’s 2021 Annual Climate Report, 
the global annual temperature has risen at an average rate 
of  0.14 degree Fahrenheit per decade since 1880. Since 
1981, the rate of  increase has more than doubled to 
0.32 degrees Fahrenheit. 

If  this trend continues, today’s seedlings may eventually 
face conditions outside the range of  their adaptations. 

Photo 1. Seedlings growing at Webster Forest Nursery in 
Tumwater, Washington, tagged with information indi-
cating seed source. DNR staff photo.

Year after year, the stress on these trees could start to 
build, possibly affecting growth and leaving them more 
vulnerable to insects and disease. 

One way to handle this problem is to plant the seedlings 
today that are adapted to the conditions expected to 
develop in the future. It goes against the grain of  tradi-
tional planting practices, but it may give the forests of  
tomorrow a chance.

Planting Outside the Zone
Reforestation is expensive. It includes the cost of  the 
seedlings and labor, plus the expense of  tending the 
stand as it grows. Informed choices now can save a lot 
of  heartache and money years from now as the climate 
continues to shift.

To help landowners and managers make reliable choices, 
Washington Department of  Natural Resources (DNR) 
scientists are deliberately growing seedlings from a vari-
ety of  sources outside their current seed transfer zones 
and measuring them as they grow. Called the Pacific 
Northwest Seed Source Project, this effort includes 
demonstration plots across Washington, Oregon, and 
northern California on private and public land. Land-
owners and managers worried about the future can 
observe one of  these demonstration plots to see for 
themselves how different seed sources perform, and then 
choose seedlings based on what they think the future 
climate will be in their area.

“There haven’t been a lot of  studies in our region that 
measure how trees perform in areas that are greatly dif-
ferent than where they grew historically,” explains DNR 

https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/lm_wfn_seedzone_book.pdf
https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/lm_wfn_seedzone_book.pdf
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/monthly-report/global/202113
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geneticist Jeff  DeBell.  “We need to understand how 
much environmental change different seed sources can 
handle before they show changes in growth and health, 
which will help us understand the risks of  moving too 
far or not far enough.” 

This project is similar to an effort being conducted by 
the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) called the Douglas-Fir 
Seed Source Movement Trial. DNR’s project will start 
with Douglas-fir, but will later expand to other tree spe-
cies. Next on the list is ponderosa pine.

Seedlings will be grown at DNR’s Webster Forest 
Nursery outside Tumwater, Washington (Photo 2) 
from seeds collected in Oregon, northern California, 
and Washington, including a seed zone in the Olympic 
Experimental State Forest (OESF) (Figure 1). To obtain 
seeds outside the state, DNR is working with the USFS 
and may work with other organizations as well.

DNR’s study will address more sites than the USFS 
study. “We wanted to expand on what the Forest Service 
has done,” explains DNR natural resource specialist Stu 
Olshevski. The goal is to establish 50 or more demon-
stration plots scattered across Washington, Oregon, 
and northern California. Having a lot of  sites increases 
confidence in the results and banks against wildfire and 
other losses during the study.

Only a few Washington sites will be located on 
DNR-managed lands. To broaden the range of  climatic 
conditions in the study and make the plots more acces-
sible to other landowners, researchers are inviting other 
organizations and private landowners to host demonstra-
tion plots on their land in all three states.  

To find participants, DNR staff  have made phone calls, 
posted notices in forestry newsletters, spoken at con-
ferences, reached out to other research organizations, 
and even recorded a podcast with Washington State 
University Extension Services. 

Participants need at least one acre of  unshaded, open 
ground. DNR will provide the seedlings free-of-charge, 
but landowners will be responsible for planting, measur-
ing growth annually at the end of  the growing season, 
and reporting the results back to DNR. They should also 
be in this for the long haul; this study will continue as 
long as DNR has the staff  and funding they need. 

Photo 2. Seedling production at Webster Forest Nursery. 
DNR staff photo.

Figure 1. A map of seed sources  in Washington, Oregon, 
and Northern California.

https://research.fs.usda.gov/pnw/projects/douglasfirsourcemovement
https://research.fs.usda.gov/pnw/projects/douglasfirsourcemovement
https://dnr.wa.gov/forest-resources/webster-forest-nursery
https://dnr.wa.gov/forest-resources/webster-forest-nursery
https://extension.wsu.edu/forestry-natural-resources/
https://extension.wsu.edu/forestry-natural-resources/
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Study Design and Measurements
At each site, participants will plant 23 widely spaced rows 
of  trees: eighteen rows of  trees from the seed zones 
identified in the study (Figure 1) and five rows of  trees 
grown from seeds produced at DNR’s Meridian Seed 
Orchard in Olympia. Those five rows represent the 
control, or status quo. The row layout can be adjusted to 
match the shape of  the site. 

Each row will have 20 trees grown from the same seed 
source. Later, each row will be thinned to about 10 trees 
per row (Photo 3). The higher density at planting ensures 
enough trees will survive for this long-term experi-
ment, and thinning will ensure trees grow strong and 
healthy and less susceptible to wind or snow damage. 
Controlling for inter-tree competition and other factors 
makes it easier to isolate the effects of  a habitat/adapta-
tions mismatch.

To make participation as easy as possible, measurements 
will be very simple and require inexpensive and readily 
available tools. When the trees are short, landowners will 
measure height with a pole hand-marked with units of  
measure. Once the trees are 10 feet tall, landowners will 
measure trunk diameter or circumference, depending on 
the type of  tape they have. DNR can convert circumfer-
ence to diameter.

It may be simple information but this data will give in-
sight into growth and survival, which is critical. Jeff  says, 
“This is a coarse-filter study. We are not trying to detect 
small differences in tree growth, we are trying to spot 
significant problems.”

As of  spring 2026, 27 sites have been planted. Six of  
those sites are on DNR-managed lands and one is within 
the OESF, about five miles south of  Forks, Washington. 
The remainder of  the sites are on a mixture of  private 
and public land (Figure 2). “We have everything from 
community-led forests to family run forests to some of  
the largest timber companies in the western US” partici-
pating in the study, says Stu. 

An Inflection Point
The development of  the first seed zone maps in the 
1960s marked an important shift in the approach to re-
forestation. This new approach to planting may become 

Photo 3. A recently planted demonstration plot at Web-
ster Forest Nursery. Note the wide row spacing. DNR staff 
photo.

Figure 2. Map of current demonstration plots in  
Washington, Oregon, and northern California.
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Habitat analyses suggest that watershed-scale factors 
such as area, gradient, and elevation are the primary 
drivers of  salmonid density. Positive associations were 
observed between in-stream wood and age-1+ cut-
throat trout, and between mean stream depth and coho 
salmon. Monitoring near recently completed timber 
harvests in three watersheds has not detected negative 
effects of  variable retention harvests on juvenile salmo-
nids. Overall, current evidence suggests that post-HCP 
management is not adversely affecting juvenile salmonids 
in Type 3 watersheds. This evidence also provides initial 
suggestion that the riparian conservation strategy is func-
tioning as intended, although continued monitoring is 
needed to better understand underlying mechanisms.

 Recent Publication

Martens, Kyle D.2026. Riparian Validation 
Monitoring Program Summary Report Part 2: 
Type 3 Watersheds (2016-2024). 
This report is the most comprehensive evaluation to date 
of  DNR management impacts on fish in Type 3 streams, 
the smallest fish-bearing streams, managed under the 
riparian conservation strategy of  the State Lands Hab-
itat Conservation Plan (HCP). The report summarizes 
results from 2016 to 2024 and complements an earlier 
report on fish monitoring in the Clearwater River.

To date, monitoring indicates an overall increase in juve-
nile salmonid density across Type 3 watersheds, though 
not for species that spend a year or more in freshwater. 

another watershed moment, one that requires careful 
thought, experimentation, and some tolerance for risk. 

The climate is not just transitioning to a different but 
stable condition in the future; it will continue to change 
over time. Going forward, this study will help DNR 
and other landowners and managers develop adaptive 
planting strategies for a future that is still uncertain but is 
likely to be warmer than today. 

About the Project Team
This project was the result of  a collaboration between 
current and former DNR staff. Current staff  include Jeff  
DeBell, Stu Olshevski, Kevin Cowden, Cassie Berg, and 

Marvin Sibrian, and former staff  members include Peter 
Gould and Matt Ruggierello. The team has also worked 
with staff  from the USFS and other organizations.

How to Get Involved
Anyone interested in participating can contact Stu  
(stuart.olshevski@dnr.wa.gov), who can evaluate each 
site for its potential as a demonstration plot. Participants 
will agree to perform basic establishment and monitoring 
and reporting per instructions provided by DNR. On 
an annual basis, DNR will contact landowners to verify 
the condition of  their plot. DNR will also send regular 
reports of  project results. 

http://www.dnr.wa.gov
http://www.dnr.wa.gov
https://www.onrc.washington.edu/
https://dnr.us14.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=12ab6b12223eaa4d093042ad2&id=4af498c4e8
https://dnr.us14.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=12ab6b12223eaa4d093042ad2&id=4af498c4e8
mailto:Cathy.Chauvin%40dnr.wa.gov?subject=
https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04/lm_oesf_rmvp_sr2.pdf
https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04/lm_oesf_rmvp_sr2.pdf
https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04/lm_oesf_rmvp_sr2.pdf
http://dnr.wa.gov/forest-resources/habitat-conservation-state-trust-lands
http://dnr.wa.gov/forest-resources/habitat-conservation-state-trust-lands
https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/lm_oesf_rmvp_sr1.pdf
https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/lm_oesf_rmvp_sr1.pdf
mailto:stuart.olshevski%40dnr.wa.gov?subject=
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 Guest Article

Clallam Forest Innovation,  
Workforce Training, and Biomass 
Utilization Efforts Support Active 
Management on the Olympic 
Peninsula
By Colleen McAleer, Executive Director, Clallam 
County Economic Development Council

Sustainable forest management on Washington’s 
Olympic Peninsula depends not only on sound science 
and careful stewardship, but also on the strength of  the 
regional forest products economy (Photo 1). 

Over the past few decades, changes in log processing 
capacity, rising transportation costs, and a lack of  mar-
kets for logs and residual materials have made it more 
difficult to carry out active management at the scale 
needed to support forest health, wildfire risk reduction, 
and long-term productivity. In addition, fewer workers 
are available who are trained and capable of  operating 
modern equipment and applying current management 
practices. These issues can lead to insufficient manage-
ment of  timberlands, resulting in overstocked, unhealthy, 
fire-prone forests.

To address these challenges, the Clallam County 
Economic Development Council (Clallam EDC) is 
leading two related initiatives: the Clallam Forest Prod-
ucts Innovation Program and a companion initiative 
focused on high-wage job creation through biomass 
utilization. 

Supported through federal funding with regional match-
ing support, the innovation program seeks to rebuild 
the technical, workforce, and infrastructure foundation 
needed to sustain forestry in the region. The biomass 
initiative is aimed at reducing costs and developing new 
uses for forest materials (biomass) that currently have lit-
tle market value, including small-diameter trees, bark, and 
limbs. Together, these programs could strengthen the 
connection between forest management, innovation, and 
rural employment and allow more acres to be treated.

Photo 1. A dense forest above the City of Port Angeles. The 
forest products industry is one of the highest private-wage 
sectors in the local economy but has experienced declines 
in recent years. Stock photo.

The Innovation Program: Training and  
Infrastructure Improvements
A central component of  the innovation program is 
workforce development. Strengthening the local work-
force helps ensure that timber harvests and restoration 
work can continue to be carried out safely and efficiently 
on state, Tribal, and private lands. 

Forestry operations today rely increasingly on digital 
mapping, precision equipment, and data-driven planning. 
Yet many employers report difficulty finding workers 
with the necessary skills. 

To address this gap, Clallam EDC partners including 
Peninsula College, Oregon State University, and the Uni-
versity of  Washington Olympic Natural Resources Cen-
ter are developing training programs focused on modern 
forestry practices and technology. These efforts include 
new coursework, hands-on training opportunities, and 
collaboration with industry to ensure that students gain 
the skills needed for current and future jobs (Photo 2). 

Another key part of  this program is rebuilding trans-
portation infrastructure (photos 3 and 4). Infrastruc-
ture plays a critical role in forest management. On the 
Olympic Peninsula, long travel distances and limited 
transportation options can make it difficult to move logs 
and forest biomass from harvest sites to mills or export 
facilities. 

To better understand these challenges and how to 
respond to them, Clallam EDC awarded a contract 
through a competitive process to ITM Group, a logistic 

Photo 2. Oregon 
State University 

(OSU) student 
trains on a John 

Deere simulator. 
OSU staff photo.

Photo 4. Port Angeles Marine Terminal. ITM Group photo.

Photo 3. Loaded trucks transporting  forest products on 
the Olympic Peninsula. ITM Group photo.

https://www.clallam.org/
https://www.clallam.org/
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and supply chain specialist. This group will develop a 
regional logistics study to evaluate the existing transpor-
tation network, including forest roads, highways, and ma-
rine terminals. This study will identify ways to improve 
connections between harvest areas, processing facilities, 
and shipping points so that forest products can reach 
markets more efficiently. 

Creating Opportunities: the Biomass Initiative
Much of  the North Olympic Peninsula contains dense 
stands and significant accumulations of  forest biomass, 
particularly following harvest or restoration work. Often 
too expensive to transport to existing mills, these materi-
als can contribute to wildfire risk if  left on site.

Clallam EDC is pursuing an innovation in transportation 
and staging methods that could make transporting forest 
biomass from remote sites easier and less costly. Ideas in-
clude staging biomass in more accessible locations during 
harvest, using specialized trucking systems designed for 
forest roads, and expanding the use of  marine transport 
where possible. Lower feedstock (raw material) costs are 
essential if  new manufacturing facilities are to operate in 
rural areas, and these same improvements can also make 
forest management projects more affordable. 

Clallam EDC also is collaborating with research in-
stitutions, state agencies, and industry and non-profit 
partners to explore new products and processes that can 
make better use of  forest biomass and put people to 
work. Potential opportunities include value-added wood 
products, biochar, and other biomass-based materials 
that could be produced locally.  Biochar, for example, has 
shown potential for use in water filtration, soil improve-
ment, contaminated site cleanup, and carbon storage 
(Photo 5). Researchers are working to better understand 
how these applications could be developed at a commer-
cial scale. 

Because forest biomass utilization can raise environmen-
tal and policy questions, the project includes ongoing 
collaboration with Tribes, government agencies, conser-
vation organizations, and researchers to identify practices 
that provide both ecological and economic benefits. 
Establishing shared understanding around responsible 
uses of  forest biomass can help reduce uncertainty for 
land managers and encourage investment in facilities that 
depend on a reliable supply of  material. This type of  Photo 5. Biochar, which is produced by heating wood 

waste in a low-oxygen environment. Stock photo.
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cooperation is especially important in Washington, where 
forest management decisions often involve multiple 
ownerships and regulatory frameworks. 

Investing in the future
Together, the Clallam Forest Products Innovation 
Program and the biomass utilization initiative reflect a 
broader effort to reconnect forest management, re-
search, and rural economic development on the Olympic 
Peninsula. Active management requires skilled workers, 
functioning infrastructure, and markets for the full range 
of  forest materials. By investing in training, logistics, and 
new product development, these programs aim to ensure 
that land managers continue to have the tools they need 
to maintain healthy, productive forests while supporting 
the communities that depend on them. 

About Colleen McAleer
Colleen McAleer has decades of  
experience in executive leadership 
roles at the county and state level. 
She previously led the Washington 
Business Alliance, who successfully 
championed strong business policies. 

Colleen serves as a Commissioner at the Port of  Port 
Angeles, the first female Commissioner in the Port’s 103-
year history. She previously served as the port’s Director 
of  Business Development. Colleen owned and operated 
a successful commercial real estate company in Clallam 
County supporting hundreds of  businesses, large and 
small, from 2002 to 2011. She is a decorated combat vet-
eran who served 10 years in the Army as a helicopter and 
fixed wing pilot and as a military intelligence officer.

Planting followed detailed silviculture implementation 
plans and was implemented by crews from the Olympic 
Corrections Center through the Olympic Region silvicul-
ture program. 

All units logged with the Variable Retention Harvest 
prescription (except the Ethnoforestry Variable Density 
Planting [EVDP] prescription) received the standard 
species mix of  mostly Douglas-fir and western hemlock. 
Trees were evenly spaced 11 feet apart and the average 
planting density was 400 trees per acre.

For the EVDP prescription, Douglas-fir will be planted 
in different-size clumps. Each clump will have 4 to 36 
trees spaced 4 to 10 feet apart and the average planting 
density will be 350 trees per acre (Photo 1). Distances 
between the clumps will vary.

For the Cedar-alder Polyculture prescription, units will be 
planted in five ratios of  western red cedar to red alder: 
100/0, 25/75, 50/50, 75/25, and 0/100. The average 
planting density will be 600 trees per acre.

The Cedar Browse sub-study tests different methods of  
deterring ungulate browse to promote western redcedar 
regeneration. Methods include fencing, repellent (Trico-
Pro), tubing, and no-action controls (photos 2 and 3). 

 Project Updates

Type 3 Watershed Experiment
The Type 3 (T3) Watershed Experiment is a roughly 
20,000-acre management experiment that is being imple-
mented across 16 watersheds in the Olympic Experimen-
tal State Forest (OESF). Its purpose is to test novel land 
management strategies that benefit both communities 
and forests. For background, visit Washington Depart-
ment of  Natural Resources’ (DNR) website or the 
project webpage.

Silviculture 
The T3 experiment is being implemented through 13 
timber sales totaling 2,124 acres. As of  October, 2025, all 
logging has been completed. In addition, site preparation 
(herbicide application) has been completed across most 
areas that will be planted with experimental prescriptions, 
and remaining site preparation will happen this summer. 

Planting began in December, 2026 for the standard sites 
(sites logged with the Variable Retention Harvest pre-
scription) and January, 2026 for the experimental sites. 

https://live-onrc.pantheonsite.io/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/T3_Silv_Action_Plans.pdf
https://live-onrc.pantheonsite.io/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/T3_Silv_Action_Plans.pdf
http://www.dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/lm_oesf_t3_factsheet.pdf
https://dnr.wa.gov/forest-resources/olympic-experimental-state-forest/research-and-monitoring-projects
https://dnr.wa.gov/forest-resources/olympic-experimental-state-forest/research-and-monitoring-projects
https://www.onrc.washington.edu/t3-watershed-experiment/
https://www.onrc.washington.edu/t3-watershed-experiment/
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The average planting density is 484 trees per acre, with 
seedlings spaced 10 feet.

Units with the Accelerated Variable Density Thinning 
prescription will be inter-planted with a mix of  western 
redcedar and Sitka spruce outside the outermost canopy 
of  the residual trees. The average inter-planting density 
will be 200 trees per acre.

Monitoring
In December, 2025, T3 researchers started developing 
detailed silviculture monitoring plans for tracking veg-
etation responses to the experimental upland prescrip-
tions. Initial tree sampling started in the Cedar Browse 
sub-study in March 2026 and will continue this summer 
in units planted with the Accelerated Variable Density 
Thinning, EVDP, and Complex Early Seral prescriptions. 
Units with the Cedar-alder Polyculture prescription will 
be sampled this fall.

Post-harvest riparian monitoring continues through 
multiple biotic and abiotic indicators: fish, macroinver-
tebrates, periphyton, leaf  litter, light, in-stream wood, 
water temperature, and water chemistry. Post-harvest 
upland monitoring continues through forest birds and 
their habitat, mammals, vegetation, and other indicators. 

Photo 1. Measuring a 4 -foot distance between Douglas-fir seedlings for the EVDP prescription. DNR staff photo.

Photo 2. DNR silviculturalist Florian Deisenhofer applies a Sinocast tree cone to protect cedar seedling for the Cedar Browse 
sub-study. The blue cone in the back is an alternative tubing protection called Protex. DNR staff photo.

Photo 3. Sinocast and Protex tree cones on a slope in the Cedar Browse sub-study area. DNR staff photo.

Riparian Validation Monitoring
This long-term monitoring program was initiated in the 
OESF in 2016 to assess whether the riparian conserva-
tion strategy in the State Lands Habitat Conservation 
Plan supports “viable salmonid populations.” To date, 
two summary reports have been published describing the 
findings from the first 9 years of  monitoring. Part 1 fo-
cused on results from the Clearwater River between 
2017 and 2024 and was published in 2025. DNR has 
recently published Part 2, which takes a broader look 
at results from Type 3 Watersheds across the study 
area between 2016 and 2024. Refer to “Recent Publica-
tion” for more information.

Riparian Windthrow Monitoring
When DNR performs a harvest in the OESF, foresters 
conduct a field assessment and use a windthrow proba-
bility model to determine if  severe endemic windthrow is 
likely to occur in the riparian buffer. Endemic (regularly 
occurring) windthrow is severe when it causes a signif-
icant loss of  riparian function, such as shade. Foresters 
can address risk by reconfiguring the harvest or applying 
a wind buffer along the outer edge of  the riparian buffer. 

https://dnr.wa.gov/forest-resources/habitat-conservation-state-trust-lands
https://dnr.wa.gov/forest-resources/habitat-conservation-state-trust-lands
https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/lm_oesf_rmvp_sr1.pdf
https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/lm_oesf_rmvp_sr1.pdf
https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-06/lm_oesf_rmvp_sr1.pdf
https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04/lm_oesf_rmvp_sr2.pdf
https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04/lm_oesf_rmvp_sr2.pdf
https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04/lm_oesf_rmvp_sr2.pdf
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Per Federal requirements, DNR recently established 
an OESF windthrow monitoring program. Under this 
program, DNR will determine how much windthrow 
has occurred since the OESF Forest Land Plan was 
adopted in 2016 and compare that amount to model 
predictions (Photo 4). DNR will also perform a literature 
review to determine if  the model’s windthrow proba-
bility and severity thresholds need to be adjusted, and 
conduct sensitivity analyses to identify ways to improve 
the model’s accuracy. 

Photo 4. Aerial image of windthrow in a riparian buffer on 
an OESF timber sale. DNR staff photo.

 Outreach and Education

Rosmond Evening Talks
The Olympic Natural Resources Center (ONRC) has 
hosted three evening talks since December 2025:

•	 January 2026: Wesley C. Romberg from Camp-
bell Global led an audience-driven conversation on 
the timberland they manage on the North Olympic 
Peninsula. 

•	 April 2026: Eric and Victrinia Ridgeway of  
Issho-en Bonsai gave a presentation on how bonsai 
can be re-imagined through a regional and indige-
nous lens, focusing on native Pacific Northwest tree 
species.

•	 May 2026: Jeff  McGinley from Pacific Forest Man-
agement led a discussion on management strategies 
being used by forest land owners on the Olympic 
Peninsula.

The Rosmond Evening Talks will return this fall with 
another interesting lineup of  topics. Check the ONRC 
webpage for descriptions and recordings of  past talks 
and announcements of  future topics.

2026 OESF Science Conference
The 8th annual Olympic Experimental State Forest 
(OESF) Science Conference took place on May 6 and 7 
in Forks, Washington, with the theme of  linking science 
to natural resource management. Every year, this free, 
DNR-sponsored conference provides DNR scien-
tists and collaborators an opportunity to share applied 
research and monitoring taking place on the Olympic 
Peninsula. The conference is DNR’s primary outreach 
event for the OESF. 

The first day featured scientific presentations and poster 
sessions at the Rainforest Arts Center (Photo 1). Topics 
include windthrow monitoring, fish monitoring, and 
results from the Type 3 (T3) Watershed Experiment. The 
event was hybrid (in-person and virtual) with presenta-

Photo 1. Viewing the scientific posters at the 2026 OESF 
Science Conference. DNR staff photo.

https://dnr.wa.gov/state-environmental-policy-act-sepa/non-project-actions/oesf-forest-land-plan
https://www.onrc.washington.edu/rosmond-evening-talks/
https://www.onrc.washington.edu/rosmond-evening-talks/


The Learning Forest

Spring 2026 Page 11 

tions streamed via Zoom. Eight Tribal, nonprofit, and 
educational organizations also shared their Olympic 
Peninsula research and monitoring projects through 
information tables (Photo 2).

The second day was dedicated to a field tour of  three 
upland sites of  the T3 Watershed Experiment (Photo 
3). Participants had a chance to view and ask questions 
about variable density planting, polycultures of  cedar 
and alder, and different approaches to protecting cedar 
seedlings from browsing deer and elk.  

Over 140 people attended the May 6 presentations, and 
36 people participated in the May 7 field tour. Partici-
pants included scientists, natural resource specialists, edu-
cators, and other professionals from Tribes, government 
agencies, the private sector, and the local community.  
DNR sincerely appreciates the energy and effort of  pre-
senters and organizers who help make this annual event a 
success. As in previous years, videos from the conference 
will be posted on DNR’s YouTube channel. 

Photo 2. Information tables. DNR staff photo.

Photo 3. Participants at one of the field tour stops. DNR 
staff photo.

Featured Photo

Crews from the Olympic Corrections Center plant seedlings for the T3 experimental prescriptions on a foggy day in the OESF. 
DNR staff photo.

https://www.onrc.washington.edu/t3-watershed-experiment/
https://www.youtube.com/@WAstateDNR/playlists
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