Minutes
Washington State Committee on Geographic Names

May 7, 2026

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT

Jerry Rivero — Chairman

Crystal Hicks — Washington State Library Representative

Dr. Allyson Brooks — Director of Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation
Mike Iyall — Tribal Representative

Dean Foster — Public Member

Dr. Grant Smith — Public Member

STAFF PRESENT
Jarrod Gardner — Executive Secretary

AUDIENCE PRESENT
Nikki McKenna

Laura Price

Michele Fukawa
Katherine Higgins
Matthew O’Donnell
Shelby Bourquein
Stephanie Sparkman
Mark Enty (DNR)

Ryan Rodruck (DNR)



May 7, 2026

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Webinar and Room 172, Natural Resources Building Olympia,Washington
AGENDA

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES (Action Item)
November 6, 2025

PUBLIC COMMENTS

NAMES FOR FINAL CONSIDERATION:
no items for final consideration

NAMES FOR INITIAL CONSIDERATION:
KING and SNOHOMISH COUNTIES
Little Bear Creek - NAME CHANGE (Action Item)

JEFFERSON COUNTY
Little Hell Roaring Creek — NEW NAME (Action Item)

JEFFERSON COUNTY
Duck Net Island - NAME CHANGE (Action Item)

ADJOURN



CONOO O, WN =

ADABAMDAEMBRAEDWWWWWWWWWWNNDNDNDNNNDNDNNN= 2 A QAo
OB WN-_O0OO0OONOTAORARWOWN_LOOCOONOOOCOUOPRMRWN_,LrOCOCOONOOOPRMAWWN-OO0

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Jerry Rivero of the Committee on Geographic Names called the meeting to order at
10:00am. Chairman Rivero called for introductions of the members of the Committee on
Geographic Names. Those present were Crystal Hicks, Head of Collections at the Washington
State Library, designee of the State Librarian; Dr. Allyson Brooks, Executive Director of the
Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation; Mike lyall of the Cowlitz Tribe, the
Committee’s tribal representative; public member Dr. Grant Smith, retired professor of English
and philosophy at Eastern Washington; public member Dean Foster, a retired state employee; and
Director of Equity & Environmental Justice & Civil Rights Jerry Rivero, designee of the
Commissioner of Public Lands.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MOTION: Dr. Grant Smith moved approval of the minutes of the November 6, 2025 meeting.

SECOND: Mike lyall seconded the motion.
ACTION: The motion was approved unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT FOR LITTLE BEAR CREEK
Proponent Nikki McKenna, GIS analyst for the City of Woodinville, spoke of how multiple
governmental entities already use the Little Bear Creek name.

PUBLIC COMMENT FOR LITTLE HELL ROARING CREEK
No commentary.

PUBLIC COMMENT FOR DUCK NET ISLAND

Laura Price of the Port Gamble S’Klallam said the proposed name is important to the tribe and
the island needs more protection and respect. Ms. Price stated the name Rat Island is not
applicable and is derogatory while Duck Net Island would be more appropriate.

FINAL CONSIDERATION
None.

LITTLE BEAR CREEK INITIAL CONSIDERATION (Action Item)
MOTION: Mike Iyall moved to advance the name Little Bear Creek to final consideration with
the hope there would be more evidence of local support.

SECOND: Dr. Grant Smith and Dean Foster made nearly simultaneous seconds to the motion.

Dr. Allyson Brooks asked if officials from Woodinville were in support of the proposal.
Proponent Nikki McKenna was able to reply that the city manager and director were on board
and that the GIS professionals of King and Snohomish Counties had no objection. Mike Iyall
would like to see an endorsement of the proposal. Dean Foster noted that he would be in favor
of an exploration of renaming the other Bear Creeks. Crystal Hicks asked if there were other
Little Bear Creeks. Staff was able to respond that none were encountered in King or Snohomish
County.
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ACTION: The motion to advance to final consideration the name Little Bear Creek was
approved unanimously.

LITTLE HELL ROARING CREEK INITIAL CONSIDERATION (Action Item)
MOTION: Dr. Allyson Brooks moved to advance the name Little Hell Roaring Creek to final
consideration.

SECOND: Dr. Grant Smith seconded the motion.

Dr. Allyson Brooks would like to see more local support. Dean Foster opined that naming would
make sense for navigation purposes. Mike lyall voiced support for the purpose of emergency
response. Dr. Grant Smith hopes to see more local support forthcoming.

ACTION: The motion to move the name Wells Creek to final consideration was adopted without
opposition.

DUCK NET ISLAND INITIAL CONSIDERATION (Action Item)
MOTION: Mike Iyall moved to send the name Duck Net Island to final consideration as a new
name rather than a renaming action.

SECOND: Dr. Allyson Brooks seconded the motion.

Mike Iyall thanked the proponent for the information and stated his preference for the restoration
of original names. Dr. Grant Smith emphasized that this proposal is a new name rather than a
new name because Rat Island is not official. He noted that the proposal is well documented. He
also made the point that the name Rat Island is objectionable rather than derogatory. Dean
Foster mentioned that the existing unofficial name is not necessarily derogatory and inquired
about other names.

ACTION: The motion to move the name Duck Net Island to final consideration was adopted
unanimously.

COMMITTEE BUSINESS
Staff gave the date of the next meeting of the Committee as November 5™ at 10:00am.

ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Jerry Rivero declared the meeting adjourned at 10:32am.
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