Small forest landowner advisory committee Notes

April 21, 2026,
Present:
WA Farm Forestry Association (WFFA) representatives
John Henrikson (chair), Ken Miller (member),
Tribal representative
Jeffery Thomas
DFW representative
Brandon Austin
DNR representatives
Meeting leader: KelliAnne Ricks (SFLO MANAGER)
Maggie Franquemont (Acting Assistant Division Manager)

Carla Fosberg, Mike Gilgunn, Holly Haley, Leah Harper, Mark Herbeck, Daniel
Hevezi, Kelsey Ketcheson, Eric McDougal, Tiffany Pratt, Matthew Provencher,
and John Schmeltz,

Starttime at 09:15am

SFLO Staffing & General Updates - KelliAnne

e KelliAnne is now the SFLO manager
o Interviews for the conservation easement program manager are scheduled
for 04/23/2026
o Startin May/June
e Tom Chnadler (Regulation assistance forester) has accepted another position as a
forest practice forester
o John Schmeltz and Todd Olson will be covering his area
o Hiring a replacement may hold off until after the summer
e Mike Norris is still acting as division manager
o Interviews are ongoing and the position is expected to be filled sometime in
June
e Maggie Franquemont is still acting as ADM
o Position will be filled after the division manager position is filled



fpOnline Update - Carla

e New Launch date for fpOnline
Internalrollout in June

o June 1% for super users
o End of June for other users
e End of August for all users
o Training for external users either before or after going live
e Some DORintegration errors are being worked on
e Primary defects seen in user acceptance testing
o Access and permissions
o Datareportingissues
o Workflow management
o Notifications
e John McEntyre is preparing for new fpOnline workflow
o Will be taking over as project owner sometime around June
e Brandon Austin and KelliAnne both expressed thanks for fpOnline team for their
work on fpOnline
e John Henrikson mentioned that he has offered to run his FPA through the fpOnline
process and he currently has an FPA on file that could be used as a test
o Talked about the difficulty of the paper process and merging PDF documents
together destroyed some data
o Requested that there be a fix to the merge PDF document files so that
nobody loses data in the merging process

Budget and Legislative Update - Maggie

e A number of forest practices bills did not pass
o Those bills will need to be reintroduced
o House bill calling for the Repeal of the new Np rule did not move out of
committee
e Climate Commitment Act
o FREP program was moved into the CCA budget last year
o Assumes that the CCA fund will be around 1 billion dollars
o Added a new clause that if the CCA fund drops below 1 billion dollars the
programs funded by it will get a percentage of the available CCA funds
proportional to their original budget percentage



=  FREP was allocated 10 million per biennium, now changed to 1% of
the CCA revenue
e Aslongasrevenueis ator above 1 billion, FREP will continue
to get $10million. If revenue falls below a billion, FREP funding
will fall in a corresponding fashion
=  Policy may try to move the FREP budget out of CCA if the fund goes
below the fully funded level
o John Henrikson reminds everyone that FREP funding is important and
mentions removing trees that are not part of Desired Future Conditions (DFC)
should be a consideration for saving FREP money
e FFFPP was awarded 3 million extra in the last budget cycle
o Working on expanded list of fish passage projects for the coming
construction season
e FREP Budget for this biennium is less than anticipated
o Asked for a rollover from last biennium which was awarded
o More money was spent on FREP last biennium than anticipated because of a
budget allocation confusion
o Current FREP budget is around 9 million not the 12 million that was
previously assumed
= Maynotbe able to purchase every easement this biennium
= (applications submitted between April 25’ and June 25’) may have to
wait until funding in the next biennium, resulting in a few months more
than the desired 2 year wait time
= Field work will continue to prepare easements for purchase
o Projections will be used to ask for extra funding
= Moreinformation will be available in July

Revisit Topic: Qualifying Landowner Criteria for FREP - KelliAnne

e KelliAnne reminds everyone of last meeting discussion
o Onelandowner qualifies for FREP under WAC definition, but not the program
intent
= 11% of the FREP budget for this biennium goes to this landowner
= 4 additional applications from this landowner have been received and
are expected to be purchased next biennium

o Ken asks if anyone has talked to the AG office yet

= KelliAnne was waiting for further guidance from SFLAC



o John Henrikson and Ken Miller mention that a change to RCW to include
additional acreage qualifications may exclude eastside landowners
= Brandon Austin mentions that conditions are different for eastside
and many landowners may have more than 5000 acres but not
manage it for forestry exclusively
= KelliAnne suggests looking into how many landowners that may
affect.
e Holly mentions that data from 2019 has 30 small forest
landowners with over 5000 acres
o UW: isunder contract to update this list
o https://sefs.uw.edu/wp-
content/uploads/sites/22/2023/09/Small-Forestland-
Owners-ESSB-5330-Report-2021011-compressed.pdf
o Maggie mentions that a change to WAC could include LLC’s and subsidiaries
under the small forest landowner definitions, but guidance is needed from
the SFLAC
=  RCW route will most likely be for the 2028 session, WAC routes would

be quicker
= Rule changes could affect current FREP applicants
o John Henrikson mentions that different types of forestry that do not focus on
production, like this landowner, are valid forms of forestry, but may need to
be separated from this program because of the program’s intent
= Carbon credit values don’t come close to 90% that FREP offers
=  RMZ’s are typically excluded from carbon credit programs
o Ken Millers opinion is that the program was designed for mitigation of the
economic impact from the effects of the Forest and Fish rules and not every
landowner should be considered for inclusion
o John Henrikson and Ken Miller want this issue to be discussed at every

meeting

BREAK AT 10:35

Committee members / Charter update - John

e Previously discussed that all members are expired and or leaving
e John Henrikson has tentatively lined up some people to fill some vacancies


https://sefs.uw.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2023/09/Small-Forestland-Owners-ESSB-5330-Report-2021011-compressed.pdf
https://sefs.uw.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2023/09/Small-Forestland-Owners-ESSB-5330-Report-2021011-compressed.pdf
https://sefs.uw.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2023/09/Small-Forestland-Owners-ESSB-5330-Report-2021011-compressed.pdf

o Working on a broader outreach to fill vacancies
= 2formalvacancies 1 eastand 1 west
Wants to resolve positions by July with names submitted by the next meeting
o Putonthe agenda for the next meeting
Stipend towards attending the meetings should be formalized
= KelliAnne requests sending her an email about expenses
e This will be different than how it was previously handled
e Email should include the meeting attended and any travel
expenses incurred

Outreach events and LOAP - Holly

e SFLO Attended the Washington State Spring Fair with WFFA
e Newsletter came out earlier this month
e Updating printed brochures
o Updating the Do You Own Forestland Booklet’s FREP section and adding
RHOSP section
o Updated planting seedlings brochure with Webster Nursery- contacts
section was very outdated and now has all our Onestopshop contacts
e Simplification of the Landowner Assistance Portalin progress
o Ifyou have feed back of website https://dnr.wa.gov/landowner-assistance-

portal please reach out to Holly
o email holly.haley@dnr.wa.gov or sflo@dnr.wa.gov or

onestopshop@dnr.wa.gov

e WSU extension forest field days start at the end of next month

Round Table / Go-backs / General discussion - All

e Ken Miller Topics:
o Annual picnic Saturday, June 13"
= Demo for alternate plan thinning
= Experimenting opening the meeting to the public
o Meeting to take a legislative look at the RCW that created the SFLO Alternate
plans
e Stories about successful alternate plans may need to be shared with the newsletter
to help spread the word.
o How to guide is available online


https://dnr.wa.gov/landowner-assistance-portal
https://dnr.wa.gov/landowner-assistance-portal
mailto:holly.haley@dnr.wa.gov
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https://dnr.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-05/fp_sflo_alt_pln_gde_2025.pdf
FREP video has tentative approval

o Possibly interviewing small forest landowners about their experiences
sometime in the future.
Discussed the NRCS financial assistance programs and how state level funding has
shifted to being managed by the local workgroups.
o NRCS invites participation by the forestry community in its local Working
Groups, to advocate for funding priorities in forestry.
= The Puget Sound Working Group, covering Thurston, Kitsap, Mason,
Pierce and King Counties will meet April 29 from 4 to 6 pm virtually
only.

e Contact District Conservationist Lynn Khuat
lynn.khuat@usda.gov or (253) 256-6741 for directions on how
to connect.

o The Southwest Local Working Group, covering Clark, Skamania, Lewis,
Cowlitz, Wahkiakum, Grays Harbor, & Pacific Counties will meet May 27 from
10 am to noon.
= [ocation: Cowlitz Historical Museum, 405 Allen Street, Kelso, WA
98626
= Contact District Conservationist: Jared Hamman (Acting),
jared.hamman@usda.gov, (360) 488-4821 for more information.
New NRCS conservation planner in Service Forestry
o Funded by NRCS, employed by DNR
o One position currently filled in Western Washington Joe Thiel
o Has approval for 2 positions to be hired in Eastern Washington
o Project positions
Next meeting Scheduled for July 21, 2026

Meeting ends at 11:37 am
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