Survey Advisory Board (SAB) Meeting Minutes

Thursday, January 22, 2026
9:00 a.m. — 1:30 pm

Meeting held at the Public Land Survey Office
801 88th Ave SE, Tumwater, WA 98501.

Also via Teams Conference

SAB Members Physically Present:

Bob Morse, PLS (Heritage Engineering Group) — Education
Gary Letzring, PLS (Sitts & Hill) — Urban Surveying

SAB Members Attending via Teams:
Joe Kraft, PLS (Snohomish County) — Government

SAB Members Excused Absence:
Erielle Lamb, PLS, SAB Chair, (U.S. Forest Service) — Rural Surveying
Gunnar Fridriksson, PLS/PE (City of Bremerton) — Multi-Discipline

PLSO/DNR Staff Physically Present:

Pat Beehler, PLS — DNR Survey Manager

David Icenhower, PLS — PLSO Manager

Dennis Studeman — Public Land Survey Office (PLSO) Staff

PLSO/DNR Staff Attending via Teams:
Ann Alves, LSIT, Public Land Survey Office (PLSO) staff

Liaisons and Guests Physically Present:

Kim Eisenbacher — Pierce County Recorder — representing the Washington State Association of
County Auditors (WSACA)

Guests Present Via Teams:

Andrea Dietz — Pierce County Recording and Licensing
Kris Horton, PLS

Lucas Lymangrover, PLS

Paul Galli, PLS

Tamara King, PLS

Bruce Dodds, PE/PLS

Lorna Anderson, LSIT — Public Land Survey Office (PLSO) staff
Edward Ranck-Copher, PLS

Ken Swindowman, PLS — Kitsap County

Jesse White, PLS
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Vince Brown, PLS
Brett Flippo, PLS
Selva Lukatah, PLS
Darryl Witter, PLS
Gary Allen, PLS
Chad Bobbit, PLS
William Leitzel, PLS

Welcome — David Icenhower

Administrative announcements — David Icenhower

Call to Order

e Bob Morse, for Erielle Lamb, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.
e The Board members introduced themselves.

e Quests introduced themselves.

Brief Items and Reports

Report from Auditor’s Recording Liaison from Washington State Association of County
Auditor’s (WSACA) to SAB:

¢ Kim Eisenbacher — nothing new to report
Report from SAB Liaison to WASCA:
e QGary Letzring — nothing new to report

Report from Land Surveyors’ Association of Washington (LSAW) Liaison:

e QGary Letzring presented the following report:
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LSAW Liaison Report to the Survey Advisory Board

SAB MEETING DATE: January 22th, 2026

LSAW BOD MEETING DATE: November 8th, 2025

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY: | Gary Letzring

Meeting held in Bellingham, Washington on November 8th, 2025

The NATRF22 Committee is working on a body of resources, including a power point
presentation & packet to help surveyors navigate the upcoming datum

transformations. There will be a session at the conference to reveal this to LSAW at

large. A formal, published document & links to resources should be completed by November
2026.

As part of LSAW outreach, please visit www.NWSurveyor.com which is collaboration between
Washington, Oregon & Idaho’s professional Land Surveying organizations to promotion of
the Land Surveying Profession. The web site includes information for those looking at a
future in surveying, and includes behind the scenes views of surveyors in action.

BPRELS is kicking off a review committee for the new PLSS exam being produced by
NCEES. This does not mean it will get adopted, but they are performing the due diligence
phase of contemplating how to navigate the upcoming change to the national PS exam,
which will omit PLSS related content.

The LSAW legislative committee has identified February 4%, 2026 for our Olympia Lobby
Day. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend. Please contact the committee chair, Mike
McEvilly PLS at Mikem@sitthill.com for additional information.

The 2026 LSAW conference is in Spokane, Washington February 25-27. The next LSAW
Board of Directors Meeting will be held Saturday February 28, 2026. See www.LSAW.org for
more information.

North American Terrestrial Reference Frame (NATRF) 2022 Task Force/Committee:

¢ Bob Morse discussed update: Jon Warren, Committee Chair, will give a presentation at
the 2026 LSAW Conference in Spokane.
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e The next NATRF 2022 committee meeting will be the second Wednesday in March, the
1 lth

e Bob is contacting vendors for their input on how the new network will be implemented.

Washington Council of Government Surveyors

¢ Paul reported that WCGS is still meeting monthly and is preparing a presentation for the
LSAW Conference.

DNR Reports

Public Land Survey Office

e Pat Beehler presented the following report on the 02A Account:
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As of December 31, 2025

FY 2026 PLSO Budget = $74,658/Month

YTD Total

Average

(6 Months)

$ 447,950

$ 74,658

Budget

$ 455,013

$ 75836

Expense

$ (7,063)

$ (1,177)

Budget Variance

Total

Average

{PLSO Stand Alone)

$ 557,351

92,892

02A Revenue

455,013

75,836

PLSO Expense

102,338

17,056

Revenue - Expense

W ||

102,338

V| ||

17,056

PLSO 02A YTD #

Total

Average

{Overhead Included)

557,351

$ 92,892

OFM Revenue Report

455,013

$ 75836

PLSO Expenses

0

$ 0

Overhead

$
$
$
$ 455,013

$ 75,836

OFM Expense Report

Biennium to Date

$ 302,937

Fund 02A Balance

$ 102,338

BTD Balance change

29.51%

BTD Percent Change

J:\land_survey\PLSO\PLSO Budget\PLSO REVENUE v EXPENSE.xIsx

Outreach/Training — David reported:

BRPELS

e Pat and David met monthly with Kris Horton of BRPELS for coordination purposes

and discussed items of mutual interest.

News and information sent via Mail Chimp

e Survey Advisory Board vacancy for the Rural Surveyor position
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e Pat, David, and Dennis presented at LSAW North Sound Chapter, October 28.
e David presented at Recorder’s Conference in Spokane, September 12.

e Pat, David, and Dennis attended the monthly WCGS meetings online.

Monument Removal/Destruction Permits update (since 7/22/25)
e Processed 189 Permits to Remove or Destroy a Monument (213 in previous period)
e Processed 317 Completion Reports (111 in previous period)
e Revised Completion Dates requested — 133 (48 in previous period)

e Processed 575 Permits to Remove or Destroy a Monument for 2025

Records Indexed — Dennis reported:
e 12894 Total Indexes
e 5784 Current Surveys Indexed
e 7004 Historic Surveys Indexed
e 106 LCRs (140 in previous period)

GNSS Guidebook — Bob reported:

e Gavin Schrock wanted to complete the North American Terrestrial Reference Frame
(NATRF) 2022 upgrade before completing the Guide Book to incorporate this new
projection.

New Items

Proper way to amend previously recorded maps — discussion:

e Bob reported that, recently, a Whatcom County plat was “amended” by the surveyor
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through submitting an ROS to show the corrections, but the plat had significant
information missing — it was not a minor scrivener’s error.

Discussion continued whether WAC 332-130-050 (3) should be clarified to specify the type
of map used to amend a previous map. For example, an ROS should be amended with an
amended ROS, and a plat should be amended with an amended plat.

Kris Horton suggested that before an amendment is created, the surveyor should consider
whether the amendment affects title or if it truly is a minor correction. If title is affected,
the map should be amended using the same map type, such as, a plat for a plat. She also
stated that the Affidavit of Minor Correction (AMC) was not supported by law.

The discussion was tabled and will perhaps be discussed further in the future.

Legal descriptions on survey maps — discussion:

Paul thinks that RCW 58.17.165 mandates that a full legal description must be written out
on a plat map but that this is a higher standard than what is required on an ROS or other
non-plat survey.

Kris stated that she believes that it is insufficient to merely cite a reference to a document
containing a legal description of a surveyed parcel, as the reference should contain the AFN
or Book and Page, along with the recording date, and county where the record is filed. In
the end, a surveyor should write out the description when appropriate and use professional
judgment.

Dennis stated that it’s only been in the past 7 or 8 years that many surveyors have started
referencing a document only instead of writing out the complete legal description.

Boundary Line Adjustments — discussion

Kitsap County is revising their BLA ordinance and is seeking public comments. The
County will hold a public hearing on the 3 or 4™ of February.

Placement of monuments as directed by engineering plans — discussion

William Leitzel, PLS, brought up the topic of construction surveyors being directed via
engineering plans to set Right of Way monuments, even though they have not performed an
appropriate level of surveying to justify setting these points. Engineers should not try to
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force surveyors to set monuments for other surveyors. In the end, surveyors need to be

aware of what is in the contract and bid accordingly.

Good of the Order Discussion
Future meeting(s) dates/locations
e April 23, 2026 (Tumwater)
e July 23, 2026 (Tumwater)
e October 22, 2026 (Tumwater)

Adjournment

e  Bob Morse adjourned the meeting at around 1:30 p.m.
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