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Kelp Research and Monitoring Workgroup

Washington State

Agenda for January 14, 2026

nearshore@dnr.wa.gov

Time Contact Topic
1000 - 1005 Gray McKenna (WA DNR) Welcome / Introduction
Cynthia Harbison (WA DNR) — Squaxin Island Knowledge Exchange
Tessa Rehill (Hakai Institute) — BC Kelp Node Update

1005 - 1025 Announcements Seattle Aquarium & Reef Check — Understory Kelp Indicator Development

(20 min) (5 min each) Bree Turner (HSIL/WA DNR) — Marine Vegetation Implementation Strategy
Public Comment Period

2026 Kelp Conferences and Meetings Calendar Review
1025-1050 Lauren Dykman Testing the roles of local adaptation and genetic diversity to improve Giant

(15 min + 5 QA)

(Kelp Rescue Initiative)

kelp (Macrocystis pyrifera) restoration

1045-1105
(15 min + 5 QA)

Sara Hamilton (ORKA)

The Oregon Kelp Forest Stewardship Initiative

1105-1125
(15 min +5 QA)

Miranda Roethler (UW)

Global meta-analysis reveals the impacts of ocean warming and acidification
on kelps

1125-1145
(15 min + 5 QA)

Kindall Murie (Stanford)

Tidal currents constrain a kelp forest’s ability to modify its local chemical
environment

1145-1200
(15 min)

Bree Turner (WA DNR)

Wrap up and Private Sector Discussion:

Should we invite private sector representatives to present on new tools and
technologies related to kelp research and monitoring at meetings?

Other news:

Claar et al. 2025 - Geographic variability of floating kelp recovery after a marine heatwave event in the Salish Sea and

adjacent open coast

Gutzmann et al. 2025 - Indigenous resurgence in the Blue Economy: Relational values to guide kelp mariculture

The Kelp Node is launching a newsletter — opt in here.

Click to join Zoom meeting Meeting ID: 811 2222 7831 Passcode: 629969

WA Kelp Research and Monitoring Workgroup web page
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