
Cooperative Monitoring, Evaluation and Research Committee 
Tuesday, December 16, 2025 // 9:00AM – 11:30AM 

Hybrid Meeting 

 

Motions 

Motion Move/Second (Vote) 

November 2025 Meeting Minutes 

 

Motion:  
Amiee McIntyre moved to approve the November 

2025 meeting minutes. 

 

The motion passed. 

Seconded: Bill Vogel 

 

Up: Aimee McIntyre, Welles Bretherton, Chris 

Mendoza, Debbie Kay, Danielle Miles, Mark 

Mobbs, Harry Bell, Julie Dieu, A.J. Kroll, Mark 

Meleason, Hans Berge, Bill Vogel and Doug 

Martin 

 

Down: 

 

Abstain: 

 

Absent: 

 

 

Schedule L-1: Fines in Gravel Performance 

Target & Next Steps 

 

Motion:  
Bill Vogel moved to agree to modify or replace 

the existing Fines in Gravel Performance Target. 

 

The motion failed. 

 

 

Seconded: Aimee McIntyre 

 

Up: Harry Bell, Mark Mobbs, Welles Bretherton, 

Debbie Kay, Julie Dieu, Hans Berge, Danielle 

Miles, A.J. Kroll, Chris Mendoza, Aimee 

McIntyre, Bill Vogel 

 

Down: Mark Meleason (language to “remove” 

was not included), Doug Martin (needs to vote on 

SME recommendation first) 

 

Abstain:  

 

Absent: 

 

Schedule L-1: Fines in Gravel Performance 

Target 

 

Motion:  
Doug Martin moved to approve SME 

recommendation to remove Fines in Gravel 

Performance Target.  

 

The motion failed. 

 

Seconded: Mark Meleason 

 

Up: Harry Bell, Mark Mobbs, Doug Martin, Mark 

Meleason, Hans Berge, A.J. Kroll, Chris Mendoza 

 

Down:  Wells Bretherton, Aimee McIntyre, 

Danielle Miles, Bill Vogel, Debbie Kay, Julie 

Dieu (Would like to further explore modifying 

and/or replacement). Bill Vogel and Danielle 

Miles: Feels voting in favor would lose traction 

on other important and relevant concepts brought 
up by CMER members today. 

 



 

Abstain:  

 

Absent: 

 

 

 

Action Items  

Action Items Responsibility  

Submit draft language to modify SL-1 Fines in 

Gravel to Theryn by 4pm on January 15, 2026.  

CMER voting members  

Ash, Danielle, Harry, Chris will meet 

to revise Jenelle's prioritization table. 

Submit modified prioritization table to 

Sebastian by 4pm on January 15, 2026. 

Chris Mendoza 

 

Welcome, Introductions, & Old Business 

Danielle Miles, CMER co-chair, took roll call 

 

Ground Rules 

• Have action items assigned to you at prior meetings completed. 
• Be realistic in your availability and ability to carry out action items 

 

Staff Updates 

• Saboor Jawad has stepped down from his position as the Forest Practices Division Manager and 

will be vacating his position on January 15, 2026. The role will be filled in an interim capacity 

until posted publicly for recruitment.  

 

Review Last Month Action Items 

• Discuss science communication process to policy with co-chairs 
• SL1-Fines in Gravel on next agenda 

o This agenda topic is on today’s agenda. 
• SL1 review and revision background docs 

o CMER members sent any background docs to Theryn or added directly to folder. 

• ETHEP Final Report to ISPR 
• Global check of October Meeting Minutes for grammar/spelling 

o Completed by AMP staff. 
• Meet with Chris to get clear about the 2012 Settlement Agreement prioritization process 

o Lori met with Chris and will be discussed in an agenda item today. 

 

Public Comments 

No public comments 

 

TFW Policy Updates 



• Rico summarized the topics discussed at the December TFW Policy meeting. 

 

Schedule L-1: Discuss Fines in Gravel Performance Target & Next Steps/Target 

Theryn shared the voting record of the Fines in Gravel target and opened up the topic for 

discussion. Bill shared that Fines in Gravel is closely linked with roads and is having hard time 

with in-stream characteristics. Aimee responded that roads may not be as dominant a source of 

sediment in the head waters of streams and referenced interest in evaluating direct and indirect 

impact of forest practices and sediment transmission to streams. Mark Mobbs gave historical 

context that elevated levels were found in tributaries in the 90s and had trouble finding sites to 

sample. A single sample metric that applies across a large spatial range will be difficult to 

establish and measure, though it is worth doing at the local scale. Chris gave additional context to 

historical methods, including difficulties. Harry raised the issue of fines in gravel affecting 

spawning rates and shared his experience in a sampling program. Aimee questioned the 

potentially arbitrary 12% guidance as a performance target and why Fines and Gravel were 

combined originally, as we want some amount of fines in our streams. Further discussion 

commenced amongst multiple members regarding potential sources of fines in gravel, the 

importance of this biological metric, and the significance of a performance target including what 

may be missing currently. Welles raised the idea of an interim target and a broader spatial scale or 

looking at multiple scales. Bill considered entirely new language or approach instead of 

modifying current target. Ash quoted 1992 publication to give context on 12% (and 11%) target 

and expressed value of looking at previous work. Jenelle shared scientific context of fines and 

reminded the group to keep in mind temporal variability. Aimee stated that she felt the voting 

members are in agreement that they are not satisfied with the target in its current form and to 

clarify how discussion will proceed in the future, with discussions happening prior to the main 

CMER meeting. There were two motions that failed, but everyone agreed it was worth continued 

work. It didn’t seem like members were at an impasse and further discussion would be useful. It 

was agreed that individuals will work on draft language for a new/modified target. Some 

members will work together and have discussions via email in the interim. Members will send 

suggested language to Theryn by 4 pm on Thursday January 15th so that she can compile the 

various suggestions and prepare them for the CMER mailing. This item will be on the January 

CMER agenda again. 

 

CMER Prioritization Discussion 

There was agreement that Lori, Jenelle, and Chris would do some work before today’s CMER meeting to 

comb through some old documents and nail down what occurred during previous prioritization efforts. A 

very productive meeting was held, and Chris agreed to present as part of today’s agenda item. Chris’ 

presentation, sent to Lori and co-chairs to be shared on SPO, gave background to 2012 Settlement 

Agreement and directions that were given to CMER. Additionally, the presentation gave insight into why 

CMER uses two criteria as questions as well as how uncertainty and risk are measured within the 

workplan. Chris discussed the stages of prioritization that occur at the project level in order for CMER to 

make recommendations to Policy concerning scheduling and allocation of funding. Moving forward, 

many CMER projects have been completed since the settlement agreement and Chris would like to form a 

subgroup to draft a form to rank projects using a scoring system that doesn’t require consensus. A small 

group will meet to refine the prioritization spreadsheet developed by Jenelle and presented at a previous 

CMER meeting. The refined spreadsheet will be available for the next CMER meeting and next steps will 

be discussed. 

 

CMER SAG Updates 
Each SAG reviewed the CMER SAG updates document.  

 



List of Attendees  

Attendees Representing 

§Bell, Harry 
Washington Farm Forestry Association 

 

§Berge, Hans UCUT – Eastern Washington Tribes 

§Bretherton, Welles Department of Ecology 

§Dieu, Julie 

 Washington Farm Forestry Association 

 

§Kay, Debbie Suquamish Tribe 

§Kroll, A.J. Large Industrial Landowners 

§Martin, Doug Washington Forest Protection Association  

§McIntyre, Aimee Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

§Meleason, Mark Counties Caucus  

§Mendoza, Chris Conservation Caucus  

§Miles, Danielle Department of Natural Resources/CMER Co-chair 

§Mobbs, Mark Westside Tribes 

§Vogel, Bill Washington Farm Forestry Association 

Anderberg, Travis Member of the Public 

Belleveau, Lisa Skokomish Tribe 

Black, Jenelle NWIFC CMER Scientist 

Clark, Lori Adaptive Management Program Administrator 

Freeman, Elise NWIFC CMER Scientist 

Greenwood, Emma Spokane Tribe 

Harris, Catherine NWIFC 
Henkel, Theryn DNR Supervisory Project Manager 

Heimburg, John WDFW Habitat Program 

Holy, Shae Skokomish Tribe 

Hooks, Charles Member of the Public 

Murray, Joe  Washington Forest Protection Association 

Prescott, Alexander DNR Project Manager 

Robbins, Jeff Department of Ecology 

Roorbach, Ash CMER Co-Chair/Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission  

Rubin, Rachel DNR CMER Scientist 

Schofield, Jenny DNR Project Manager 

Terry, Christopher Quinault Tribe 

Toledo, Anna DNR Project Manager 

Walter, Jason ISAG Co-chair 

Whelan, Sebastian DNR – AMP Coordinator 

 §CMER Voting Member 

 


