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Department of Natural Resources  
2026 Legislative Priorities Summary 

Supplemental Operating Budget 

1. Wildfire and Forest Health Resilience ($60M; GF-S) 
In 2021, the State committed to investing $500 million over eight years for wildfire 
preparedness and response, but only $60 million was provided in the current biennial 
budget. DNR is requesting the remaining $60 million transfer into the 25P account ($20 
million in FY26 and $40 million in FY27) to support proven investments in wildfire 
prevention, readiness, and initial attack capacity. These funds will help us continue to build 
community resilience, reduce hazardous fuels, and ensure our firefighting teams can act 
quickly to keep small fires from becoming catastrophic.  

2. Protect Public Lands and Cultural Resources ($1.163M; GF-S) 
DNR’s already too small law enforcement program was devastated by a budget reduction 
in the 2025 Legislative Session that resulted in a 28% reduction in the number of DNR law 
enforcement officers. DNR’s current officer levels are inadequate, with only 14 officers 
responsible for 5.6 million acres of land. This equates to just over 400k acres per officer, a 
significantly higher ratio than other natural resource agencies. Reinstating this lost 
capability is essential for public safety and resource protection, as well as concerns raised 
by the tribal leaders whose lands often border DNR lands. Tribal lands are impacted by the 
misuse of DNR lands, resulting in concerns protection of their cultural resources. 

3. LiDAR Refresh – Snohomish County ($800,000; GF-S) 
Since 2015, the Lidar Program has been collecting, compiling, processing, and distributing 
high resolution baseline elevation data, called lidar (Light, Detection, and Ranging) for the 
benefit of the State. Snohomish County has some of oldest lidar in the State of Washington.  
The current data is lower density, lower resolution, and doesn’t reflect current conditions. 
A lidar refresh collection over Snohomish County allows decision makers to efficiently 
track progress over the last decade with one dataset. 

4. Conservation Corps Partnership ($4.236M; GF-S) 
In the 2025 legislative session, our corps request was not funded for the first time in 14 
years. We are requesting one-time funding for approximately half of our original request 
to continue this important work. For decades, DNR corps positions have provided critical 
opportunities for young people to gain hands-on training while restoring ecosystems, 
improving recreational access, and developing the next generation of natural resource 
leaders. Additionally, Corps programs are an opportunity to diversify DNR’s workforce, 
especially as corps partners invest more resources to improve recruitment of underserved 
communities in the natural resources workforce that focus on women, LGBTQ+, BIPOC, 
ASL and Tribal youth and young adults. 

5. Watershed Resilience Program ($600,000; NCSA)  
This request is to restore partial program funding to ensure DNR continues to accelerate 
salmon recovery and watershed health through a place-based approach that is rooted in 
building strong relationships with Tribes and local salmon recovery partners. This includes 
three critical projects that have demonstrated success in recent years, such as: Large Wood 
Supply Initiative; Forest Landowner Fish Passage Initiative (FLoFish); and restoration 
projects on DNR managed land.  

6. Climate Smart Forest Treatments ($6.5M; NCSA)  
One-time funding to complete 29,200 acres of critical climate-smart forest treatments in 
western Washington. Maintaining healthy, resilient forests is a critical component of 
climate adaptation and mitigation efforts. Forest treatments help to ensure that 
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Washington’s forests are resilient to drought, insects, disease, and invasive species; provide 
clean and cold water to support aquatic species and habitat; sequester more carbon; and 
support rural economic development including sustainable timber production. These 
investments are expected to increase per acre net present value by $400 to $600, providing 
a total of $52 million in additional revenue at time of final harvest. 

7. Urban Forestry Grants ($3M; NCSA)  
Maintaining healthy urban forests is a cost-effective strategy for mitigating environmental 
and public health issues such as stormwater runoff and flooding, heat islands, as well as 
air, water, and noise pollution. Local and tribal governments bear most of the burden for 
addressing public health, salmon recovery, and environmental justice, yet often lack 
resources and expertise to be successful stewards of urban forests. This request will provide 
$2 million for competitive Community Forestry Assistance Grants and $1 million for 
targeted investment projects for vulnerable populations and highly impacted communities.  

Supplemental Capital Budget 

1. Trust Land Transfer ($13.35M; SBCA) 
The Trust Land Transfer program allows the state to transfer underperforming or non-
performing trust lands with significant ecologic or recreation features into other 
governmental ownership. DNR is requesting the remaining $13.35 million in the Capital 
budget to fund five transactions to Tribes, wildlife areas, and natural areas that would 
conserve over 7,600 acres of forests and grasslands, and fund replacement of trust land.  

2. Minor Works Preservation ($1.558M; SBCA) 
Funding request to repair roofs and replace HVAC system at five DNR facilities to 
maintain a safe working environment for 130 employees. These locations also provide 
logistical support to DNR’s Fire Program. Failure to fund these projects will result in 
continued damage to structural envelopes and building contents due to moisture intrusion, 
and failure to provide employees with temperature-controlled working conditions. 

3. Natural Areas – Facilities Preservation and Access ($3.033M; SBCA) 
Funding for the agency’s Natural Areas program to address growing demands by the 
public, including access, environmental education and conservation of critical habitats for 
rare and endangered species. Investments will support infrastructure needs throughout our 
state, including, better ADA access, new or refurbished trailheads, renovated and improved 
trail networks, road maintenance, environmental education and site language, and new 
pedestrian bridges or boardwalks. 

4. School Seismic Safety Site Assessments ($430,000; SBCA) 
DNR’s school seismic safety assessments provide data to schools and engineers to safely 
design school retrofits and new construction. DNR received half of previous funding during 
the 2025 legislative session, resulting in a large reduction in the number of schools assessed 
during the 2025 field season. Without additional funding, the deadline for statewide 
coverage will be delayed from 2028 to 2034 at the earliest. Not acting could result in 
inadequate or unsafe school construction or retrofits because school sites lack site-specific 
information on how a school campus responds to ground shaking.   

5. Bridge Remediation ($9.334M; SBCA) 
This proposal funds the replacement of two bridge structures on land managed by DNR to 
address critical infrastructure needs essential for public safety, state land management, and 
public and private access. The two bridge replacements are a 314-foot bridge spanning the 
Clearwater River on the Hoh-Clearwater Mainline in Jefferson County, and a 74-foot 
bridge spanning Owl Creek in Jefferson County. Full replacements were found to be 
necessary due to emergent structural deficiencies discovered during routine inspections in 
April 2025 
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Supplemental Transportation Budget 

Electric Vehicle Agency Charging Infrastructure ($10M, CERA) 
Funding for design and construction of the infrastructure needed to electrify the agency’s 
light fleet of vehicles. The state-wide study (Investment Grade Audit-IGA) produced 
detailed recommendations for charger purchase and installation. This request funding will 
enable DNR to move forward on those recommendations for full light-fleet electrification 
and meet the 2030 emission reduction targets. This package is being requested in 
coordination with the agency’s operating electric vehicle decision package (above). 

Agency Request Legislation 

1. Ecosystem Services (HB 2170) 
DNR lacks the authority to directly sell carbon and ecosystem service credits to generate 
revenue for our beneficiaries. As a result, the agency is limited in its options to implement 
projects. Providing DNR the authority to directly sell ecosystem services creates new 
revenue streams that will boost local communities and increase the pace and scale of 
reforestation, forest health, avoided conversion, conservation, and habitat restoration on 
public lands, all of which are critical to keeping working forests working, supporting rural 
jobs and local economies, and meeting the state’s climate goals. This bill would enable 
DNR to continue to manage trust assets for the greatest benefit to beneficiaries and engage 
in the same activities that other large landowners in the private sector already are 
implementing. DNR should have similar authority as private industry to enter carbon 
markets to generate revenue for beneficiaries and the state. 

 
2. Board of Natural Resources Tribal Member (HB 2117 | SB 5838) 

This proposal will add a seventh member to the Board of Natural Resources (Board) who 
is a currently enrolled member of a Federally Recognized Washington State Tribe. The 
governor appoints the Tribal member to serve a four-year term, and shall solicit, 
collaborate, and consider nominees from each federally recognized tribe.  This will ensure 
Tribal perspectives are included in trust management decision-making. Tribal communities 
are an invaluable part of our state, and the agency finds that inclusion of a tribal member 
on the Board will provide crucial perspective and expertise that will be invaluable as the 
Board makes decisions that serve the broad public interest. 

 
3. Timber Sale Efficiencies  

Modernizes the advertising requirements to bring DNR in-line with 21st century best 
practices, as well as eliminating outdated statutory language and correcting miscodified 
language to reduce waste and improve efficiencies in timber and land sales. The change 
will encourage bidder participation and remove requirements for wasteful printing.  
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