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Minutes 
Washington State Committee on Geographic Names 

 
November 6, 2025 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT 
Jerry Rivero – Chairman 
Crystal Hicks – Washington State Library Representative 
Mike Iyall – Tribal Representative 
Dean Foster - Public Member 
Dr. Grant Smith – Public Member 

 
STAFF PRESENT 
Jarrod Gardner 

 
AUDIENCE PRESENT 
Chris Van Ackeren 
Michael Cool 
Corina Allen 
Miriam Hardyway 
Susan Guerrero 
Theresa Farley (DNR) 
Ryan Rodruck (DNR) 
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November 6, 2025 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Webinar and Room 172, Natural Resources Building Olympia, Washington 
A G E N D A 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS  
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES (Action Item) 
May 15, 2025 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
NAMES FOR FINAL CONSIDERATION: 
LEWIS COUNTY 
Shadowlands Creek – NEW NAME (Action Item) 
 
MASON COUNTY 
Wells Creek – NEW NAME (Action Item) 
 
NAMES FOR INITIAL CONSIDERATION: 
no items for initial consideration 
 
ADJOURN 
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CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Jerry Rivero of the Committee on Geographic Names called the meeting to order at 1 
10:00am.  Chairman Rivero called for introductions of the members of the Committee on 2 
Geographic Names.  Those present were Crystal Hicks, Head of Collections at the Washington 3 
State Library, designee of the State Librarian; public member Dr. Grant Smith, retired professor 4 
of English and philosophy at Eastern Washington; public member Dean Foster, a retired state 5 
employee; Mike Iyall of the Cowlitz Tribe, the Committee’s tribal representative; and Director of 6 
Equity & Environmental Justice & Civil Rights Jerry Rivero, the newly-appointed designee of 7 
the Commissioner of Public Lands. 8 
 9 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 10 
MOTION: Mike Iyall moved approval of the minutes of the May 15, 2025 meeting. 11 
 12 
SECOND: Dr. Grant Smith seconded the motion. 13 
 14 
ACTION: The motion was approved unanimously. 15 
 16 
PUBLIC COMMENT FOR SHADOWLANDS CREEK 17 
Proponent Michael Cool spoke via electronic connection of his attempts to garner local support.  18 
While county commissioners, the county sheriff’s office, and local fire control all indicated 19 
support for the naming of the stream, none provided written confirmation of that support.  The 20 
common reason for support was the safety aspect: naming a feature could aid emergency 21 
response. 22 
 23 
PUBLIC COMMENT FOR WELLS CREEK 24 
Proponent Chris Van Ackeren spoke in person before the Committee and summarized that the 25 
proposal is to commemorate a longtime family of the area and he highlighted the overwhelming 26 
local support. 27 
 28 
SHADOWLANDS CREEK FINAL CONSIDERATION (Action Item) 29 
MOTION: Mike Iyall moved to approve the name Shadowlands Creek. 30 
 31 
SECOND: Dr. Grant Smith seconded the motion. 32 
 33 
Dr. Grant Smith declared the name to be evocative and noted the process had been followed.  34 
Dean Foster emphasized the safety issue.  Mike Iyall echoed the utility of a name in this area for 35 
emergency purposes.  Crystal Hicks mentioned the usefulness to first responders.  Chairman 36 
Jerry Rivero concluded with support due to the emergency aspect. 37 
 38 
ACTION: The motion to approve the name Shadowlands Creek was approved without 39 
opposition. 40 
 41 
WELLS CREEK FINAL CONSIDERATION (Action Item) 42 
MOTION: Mike Iyall moved to approve the name Wells Creek.  43 
 44 
SECOND: Dean Foster seconded the motion. 45 
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 1 
Dr. Grant Smith declared support due to the long historical connection despite his general 2 
opposition to commemorative names.  Crystal Hicks indicated agreement because of the local 3 
support.  Chairman Jerry Rivero noted the extensive work by the proponent and the great local 4 
support.   5 
 6 
ACTION: The motion to approve the name Wells Creek was adopted by a vote of five to zero. 7 
 8 
There were no items for initial consideration. 9 
 10 
COMMITTEE BUSINESS 11 
Staff gave the proposed dates of the 2026 meetings of the Committee as May 7th and November 12 
5th at 10:00am.  Committee members are asked to relay conflicts at the earliest opportunity. 13 
 14 
ADJOURNMENT 15 
Chairman Jerry Rivero declared the meeting adjourned at 10:20am. 16 
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