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Shadowlands Creek

Shadowlands Creek - LEWIS COUNTY
Stream: 3 miles long.  Flows east
from 46.736992° N, 122.207167°
W into East Creek.
Proposed name is to designate an
unnamed water feature to provide
a directional marker.  The creek
supports various aquatic life.
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I agree with naming the creek that connects to East Creek on my property "Shadowlands 
Creek." It’s a simple and fitting name that helps identify the area and gives the creek a clear, 
recognizable title. Since the waterway flows onto my land, it makes sense to use a consistent 
name, and I’m happy to support this choice. Naming the creek also makes it easier to refer to in 
conversations, maps, and any future planning or documentation. 

 

Jon Vinson 

3133 State Route 7 

Mineral, WA 98355 

(253) 948-2242 

 

 

I support naming the nearby creek "Shadowlands Creek." Although the creek doesn’t run 
directly through my property, it flows very close by and is a familiar part of the landscape. 
"Shadowlands Creek" is a reasonable and appropriate choice, and I’m happy to support this 
name for the area. 

 

Jake Larrow 

435 Pleasant Valley Rd 

Mineral, WA 98355 

(253) 279-6191 



From: Mike Cool
To: Gardner, Jarrod (DNR)
Subject: Re: Shadowlands Creek
Date: Sunday, October 12, 2025 5:12:04 PM

External Email

Good evening Jarrod,
   Unfortunately despite receiving unanimous verbal support I was unable to get anyone to give
me a written statement of support no would like to have an opportunity to speak during the
meeting to explain the avenues i explored and the responses I received though. Thank you for
keeping me involved in the process!

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 3, 2025, at 10:46 AM, Gardner, Jarrod (DNR)
<Jarrod.Gardner@dnr.wa.gov> wrote:

﻿
Good morning, Mr. Cool.
 
I’ll be sending the members of the Committee on Geographic Names a bundled
packet of information to remind them of the proposals that will come up
sometime late next week.  If you have received any replies to your inquiries, I can
add those as well.
 
The invitation to the meeting will go out fairly soon, so you can expect to see that
in the near future.
 
I hope your weekend is looking promising.
 
Jarrod
 
 
From: Gardner, Jarrod (DNR) 
Sent: Tuesday, May 20, 2025 8:12 AM
To: Mike C <michael.e.cool@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Shadowlands Creek

 
Input from the fire district is certainly a good idea.  If they and the commissioners
were able to provide input by roughly the middle of September, we’ll be able to get
that information to the committee for consideration.  (If I get materials to the
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members of the committee a month to six weeks ahead of a meeting, they’re able
to look into avenues that arise from that information.)  At the very least, you’ll be
able to show that you’ve made an effort to gather comment.
Thank you for your perseverance!
JFG
 
From: Mike C <michael.e.cool@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, May 19, 2025 7:57 PM
To: Gardner, Jarrod (DNR) <Jarrod.Gardner@dnr.wa.gov>
Subject: Re: Shadowlands Creek

 

External Email

Thank you for the information Jarrod, I have already reached out to the Lewis
County Commissioners and am awaiting a reply. I have also reached out to
Lewis County Fire District 9 as the name would provide a reference point in
the event of an emergency call from people using the forest area around the
creek. I really appreciate your help through this, and the thoroughness of the
committee in discerning the necesity and appropriateness of names. As you
stated, the decision carries significant weight and will hopefully last for
generations to come. 
 
 

From: Gardner, Jarrod (DNR) <Jarrod.Gardner@dnr.wa.gov>
Sent: Monday, May 19, 2025 11:42 AM
To: Mike C <michael.e.cool@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Shadowlands Creek
 

Good morning, Mr. Cool.

 

This is formal notification that your proposal for Shadowlands Creek was voted by the
Committee on Geographic Names to be forwarded for final consideration at the next
meeting of the Committee.  That meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 6th at
10:00am.

 

As you heard from the meeting, the members of the Committee seem favorably
inclined toward the suggested name itself.  The one factor that would come into play is
that the Committee would like to see more indications of local support.  You were able

mailto:michael.e.cool@gmail.com
mailto:Jarrod.Gardner@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:Jarrod.Gardner@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:michael.e.cool@gmail.com


to explain that the area includes few residents, but any further support from locals
would be helpful.  If the Lewis County Board of County Commissioners was in favor,
that would go far toward approval as well.

 

At the next meeting of the Committee on Geographic Names, the members will vote to
either confirm or deny final approval.  (In rare instances, they could also vote to
postpone action, but that would just defer that step.)  Should the proposal be approved,
it will then be forwarded to the Board on Geographic Names.  The Board on
Geographic Names is the Board of Natural Resources operating under a different
mandate.  The majority of the investigation and debate occurs with the Committee and
the Board nearly always accepts the recommendation of the Committee with little to no
objection and rarely even much debate.  Should the Board approve, the name will then
be official for Washington State.  It would then be forwarded to the federal Board for
national recognition.  In the unlikely event that federal recognition was not
forthcoming, it would still be official for Washington.

 

I know it is a long and somewhat tedious process, but because approved names are
meant to be permanent (or as permanent as such things can be), it is a drawn-out
process on purpose to allow for plenty of input and reflection.  Thank you so much for
taking the time and effort to name this Washington feature.

 

Jarrod

 

From: Mike C <michael.e.cool@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, May 16, 2025 10:07 AM
To: Gardner, Jarrod (DNR) <Jarrod.Gardner@dnr.wa.gov>
Subject: Re: Shadowlands Creek

 

External Email

Thank you Jarrod,

I appreciate your help through this process and look forward to seeing it
hopefully through. Have a great weekend 

From: Gardner, Jarrod (DNR) <Jarrod.Gardner@dnr.wa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, May 15, 2025 3:27 PM
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To: Mike Cool <michael.e.cool@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Shadowlands Creek

 

Hello Mr. Cool.

 

I have made it back to my office.  (I work in the Enumclaw regional office, not the
Olympia headquarters.)

 

Thank you for being available to weigh in for the committee; I think that helped them
understand.  I’ll send a more formal message regarding the decision and next steps
tomorrow or early next week.

 

Enjoy a pleasant evening.

 

Jarrod

 

From: Mike Cool <michael.e.cool@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 15, 2025 10:38 AM
To: Gardner, Jarrod (DNR) <Jarrod.Gardner@dnr.wa.gov>
Subject: Re: Shadowlands Creek

 

External Email

Thank you for your assistance 

Sent from my iPhone

 

On May 15, 2025, at 10:31 AM, Gardner, Jarrod (DNR)
<Jarrod.Gardner@dnr.wa.gov> wrote:

﻿

Hi Mr. Cool.
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I will ask the chair if comment can be made when we get there. 

 

JFG

 

From: Mike Cool <michael.e.cool@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 15, 2025 10:26 AM
To: Gardner, Jarrod (DNR) <Jarrod.Gardner@dnr.wa.gov>
Subject: Re: Shadowlands Creek

 

External Email

Good morning Jarrod,

    I am in attendance for the zoom meeting and am curious if I am
able to speak on the motion? If my comments would be considered as
“public comment” I would like to put my name in for consideration
of the next meeting. Providing that the board progresses to final
consideration. Thank you. 

Sent from my iPhone

 

On May 5, 2025, at 8:04 AM, Gardner, Jarrod (DNR)
<Jarrod.Gardner@dnr.wa.gov> wrote:

﻿

Good morning, Mr. Cool.

 

Sending an e-mail with the statements of support would
work well.  Scanned attachments would be best, but
photographs could do in a pinch if such photographs were
complete and readable.

 

Jarrod
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From: Mike C <michael.e.cool@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 4, 2025 9:01 PM
To: Gardner, Jarrod (DNR) <Jarrod.Gardner@dnr.wa.gov>
Subject: Re: Shadowlands Creek

 

External Email

Thank you for reaching back out to me. I reached out to
all of our neighbors, it's a pretty sparsely populated area
so not many to ask. I did get strong support from two
properties, one of which is the end of the creek as it
attaches to East Creek. How would you like me to send
there support to you? I have short statements from both
of them with their contact information. Any other
suggestions to show support? Thank you again.

 

From: Gardner, Jarrod (DNR)
Sent: Sunday, May 4, 2025 2:11 PM
To: Mike Cool
Subject: FW: Shadowlands Creek

 

Hello Mr. Cool.

 

The Washington Committee on Geographic Names is
scheduled to meet later this month.  They had tabled your
proposal for Shadowlands Creek at the last meeting out of
concern that there may not be sufficient public support for
the name.  If you were able to obtain support, feel free to
forward that and I can include it when the Committee
considers the proposal anew.

 

Thank you,

mailto:michael.e.cool@gmail.com
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Jarrod

 

From: Gardner, Jarrod (DNR)
Sent: Wednesday, December 18, 2024 2:02 PM
To: Mike Cool <michael.e.cool@gmail.com>
Subject: Shadowlands Creek

 

Good afternoon, Mr. Cool.

 

Thank you for your proposal to name a stream in Lewis
County as Shadowlands Creek.  The Committee on
Geographic Names met last week and voted to table that
proposal until the next meeting.  That meeting will likely be
in the middle of May.  (May 15th has been requested, but not
yet formally approved.)

 

The Committee did not have specific opposition to the
proposed name, but wanted to determine if there is local
support or opposition to the name.  Committeeman Iyall
noted that the Committee doesn’t want to be seen as the
State of Washington imposing a name on a feature; the
Committee in general likes to be sure there is local support
—or at least not opposition—to a proposed name.  My
suggestion would be to print a sheet of paper with a couple
sentences at the top indicating your proposal (what you want
to name the creek and why it’s appropriate) and then ask
people in the vicinity to sign it if they agree.  (Printed name,
signed name, and means of contact—telephone or e-mail—
seems to work.)  This meeting of the Committee was my
first as executive secretary, so I don’t have a good deal of
experience, but I saw the Committee approve two other
proposals with indications of local support presented that
way.  One was just seven neighbors of the proponent, but it
showed local approval of the idea.

 

The Committee will consider the proposal again at its next
meeting.  If approved then, it will move to final
consideration at the meeting after that, currently scheduled
for November.  Should the Committee give final approval to
the proposed name at that time, it will then be forwarded to
the Board on Geographic Names.  The Board on Geographic
Names is the name used by the Board of Natural Resources
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for the sole purpose of considering new or altered names in
Washington State.  The bulk of the work and the debate
takes place at the committee level.  Once the Committee has
made a recommendation, the Board then votes to confirm or
deny that recommendation.  While I have not participated in
this portion of the process yet, I am told that the Board
virtually always accepts the recommendation of the
Committee and in fact rarely even asks questions.  The
decision of the Board is the official stance of the State of
Washington.

 

Thank you for taking the time and effort to name one of
Washington’s geographic features.  I recognize that this is a
longer and more tedious process than one would expect.  I
appreciate your efforts.

 

Jarrod

 

 

Jarrod Gardner

Human Resource Consultant Assistant 2

(360) 802-7004 (desk)/(360) 485-3169 (mobile)

jarrod.gardner@dnr.wa.gov
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