


Elwha Watershed

Community Meeting #1




Agenda

* Welcome & Introductions

* Engagement Process

* The Proviso

* The Elwha Watershed

* Natural Area Designation & Natural Heritage Survey Process

* Questions & Closing



Legislature
passes Substitute
Senate Bill 5195

Capital Budget:
Sec. 3120 (2)

A 4

Launch
Heritage
Survey + Data
Collection

Community
Engagement +
Launch Public
Website

October 2025

Heritage Survey and Data Analysis

Community
Engagement #1

Proviso Intro +
Public Input Survey

Fall 2025

Elwha Proviso - Process Diagram DRAFT

10.23.2025 - draft update

Community
Engagement #2

Provisc update +
Info Sharing

Late Spring/Early Summer
2026

Tribal Engagement

Community

Engagement #3 Final Report

Delivered to

Draft Report + Legislature

Public Comment

Late Summer/Early Fall
2026




The Proviso

e Capital Bill (SSB 5195), under Trust Land Transfer (Sec. 3120)

* Directs the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to conduct an
analysis of the ecological and conservation values of the Elwha
watershed on state-owned lands managed by DNR.

* Designated $250,000 for this purpose.

* DNR must provide the Legislature with a report by October 1, 2026



The Proviso Deliverables

* AWashington Natural Heritage Program site survey to identify rare
flora, native ecological communities

* Locations of structurally complex forests

* Scenic or other natural features worthy of consideration for
conservation

* Current uses, including recreation and cultural practices

* |dentification of lands appropriate for NAP or NRCA conservation,
and if applicable a proposed boundary.
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Note: Maps are working drafts with approximated information to be
further developed as the study progresses from Nov. 2025 - Oct. 2026
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DNR Managed Trust Lands
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Elwha

Common School Trust

Note: Maps are working drafts with approximated information to be
State Forest Transfer Land further developed as the study progresses from Nov. 2025 — Oct. 2026



DNR Managed Trust Lands

e Statutory Trust * Federally granted trust

* Benefits the county and * Benefits K-12 construction fund

specific junior taxing districts
* Pooled trust

* Tax code area specific



Natural Area Designation Process

Determine Delineate Formal Public CPL o
Natural Area proposed ! X o x Acquisition
o Recommendation Meeting Decision
Criteria boundary



Determine Delineate Formal Public CPL

Natural Area proposed Recommendation Meeting Decision
Criteria boundary

Acquisition

Natural Heritage Survey

- Are there any rare species or rare & high-quality ecosystems present at the site?

 Conservation Targets: species & ecosystems listed in 2025 State
of Washington Natural Heritage Plan

« Natural Heritage survey of site

2/

2025 State of Washington
Natural Heritage Plan
'




Determine Delineate Formal Public CPL

Natural Area proposed Recommendation Meeting Decision
Criteria boundary

Acquisition

Gather « Natural Heritage databases / files
Existing « WDFW databases
Data  Herbarium records / iNaturalist records
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Determine Delineate Formal Public CPL

Natuyal Area proposed Recommendation Meeting Decision
Criteria boundary

Acquisition

Gather Existing Field Survey
Data Planning

Prioritized DNR lands for survey

Excluded lands with existing data, were previously surveyed, or recently harvested

Prioritized survey effort of remaining ~4,500 acres
* Priority 1 = Structurally complex forests (SCF)
* Priority 2 = Large balds/cliff systems
* Priority 3 = Mature forests not in SCF layer
* Priority 4 = All other DNR land not previously surveyed

Plan survey according to phenological needs of species / ecosystems
* Mesic Forests —December to June
* Dry forests / balds — April to June

e Wetlands — December to June



Determine Delineate Formal Public CPL

Natuyal Area proposed Recommendation Meeting Decision
Criteria boundary

Acquisition

Gather Existing Field Survey

Data Planning Field Survey

cosystems

» (Classify ecosystems - U.S. National Vegetation Classification

United States
National Vegetation
Classification

» Assess ecosystem quality - Ecological Integrity Assessment method

SNVC
* Survey for suspected rare plants & assess their viability

FACTOR COMPONENT species comm Key to the Plant Associations of the Puget Sound Drainage Basin
area of occupancy v v Tynan Ramm.Granberg
population abundance v Draft: April 22. 2024
_x T = Instructions for field application of the key:
Size population density N

1. Select a relatively uniform area of vegetation and topography within the stand

This key is not dichotomous. ff the stand or piot meets the criteria in a e, read to the right

or (If blank) to the next indented kne. If the stand or plot does not meet the crtera, skip 1o

the next ine that is not indented from the current ine.

3. Some assocs by multple associations
may be reached via more than one path in the key

Percantage values refer to crown cover—he vrtical projection below the entre crown of

the plant. Do not subtract for spaces between leaves and branches

Present’ species e typically found in a representative plot (they reguiarly occur in the

stand)

population fluctuation

average population and minimum population in worst v
foreseeable year

reproduction and health
(evidence of regular, successful reproduction: age

distribution for long-lived species; pessistence of v
clones; vigor, evidence of disease affecting
reproduction/survival)

ES

Prominent” species are common within most plots (generally 3-15% cover) but do not make
up the dominant vegetation

Dominant” and “Codominant” species are diagnostic species that have the greatest cover
it their physiognomic stratum (reeshruby

development/maturity

)25 e o [INATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM

ST [ea e JEINATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM

: s 8. "+" = add the crown cover of each of the species indicated (e g, 7+22 = 29% cover).
(stability, old-growth) Overlap between species is countad twice. Any one species may be absent
.. 3 0 9. Abbreviations for the national park(s) in which an association has been documented are
pecies composition and biological structure ; Jo <t ;
Condition : : i - Field Manual for Applying Rapid Ecological Integrity Cted i rackets sher e Koy cetoa (o9 THORA, OLYIT) 1 o parkcs are s, e _
2024 Washington Vascular Plant Species (richness, evenness of species distribution, presence of v v s68iménts I Upiand Phink Comsiunttes ot association has been documentad in al tree units OR has not been documented in any of
B Ass the national parks
of Conservation Concern exouc Washington State (Version 1.5) 10. Important note: Stands with greater than 10% tree cover are considered forests or
oical P — woodlands in current USNVC guidelines. This represents a lower threshold than the 25%
ecological pIpgesse cut-off used in Crawford et al. (2009), as well as NCCN map products and plot assignments
(degree of disturbance by logging, grazing: chang v v When keying stands with 10 to 25% tree cover. we suggest keying through both the forest
28 iy - an thrubland koys 1 ind he best . The $ara appies for 1 cuols betvesn Shublands,
hydrology or natural fire regime) herbaceous, and sparse types.
abiotic physical/chemical factors 11, Wetlnd associgtons i he wetland associaton i nl escrbed nappens A, the key il
s ysical/ al factors Grect you to the appropriate alliance description i append
(stability of substrate, physical structure, v v 12, The key is not the classification After keying a stand. 1».1/57?2001?.1550(\;“
G iption for additional details on vegatation composition, geographic distribution, and the
ua xcluding p. sses| Prepared by Gescription g
Jesse E. D. Miller, Sienna Wessel, and Walter Fertig guali Jexcluding processes] apared by typical environmental setting, 1 the description fitsin most regars, you have likely made an
landscape structure and extent F. Joseph Rocchio, Tynan Ramm-Granberg, accurate idenbfication. If there are multple inconsistencies between the stand and the
Washington Natural Heritage Program andscay b 3 i e description, consider trying the key again following siighlly different leads or by increasing
July 3, 2024 (pattern, connectivi , measure of fr agmentation v v " the flexibility of your cover estmates. Alternatively, the stand might represent an
g undocumented association, or an expansion of an existing association conoept
Landscape patchiness, measure of genetic connectivity) a Associations from the Revised Vegetation Classification for Mount Rainar, North
o5 scaf condition of the surrounding landscape Cascades, and Olympic National Parks (Ramm.Granberg et al., 2021) are included
$ within this document
Context o
. . e o find Gescrptons foran athr ssociaons s the stedreference (2.9
e., development/maturity, species composition and N N Natural Hertage NATURAL RESOURCES Chappell 2008a) or chek e EL Cod et e deaibon on

Natural Heritage Report 2024-04

Repont 202407

NatureServe Explorer (htips://explorer natureserve olg

“'@, ATURAL RESOURCES biological structure, ecological processes, abiotic
ph"qml chemical factors




Determine Delineate

Natural Area roposed oz | ol CELL Acquisition
L prop Recommendation Meeting Decision q
Criteria boundary
Gather Existing Field Survey .
Data Planning Field Survey
Element Occurrence? FLEMENT OCCURRENCE
* Element occurrence (EO) DATA STANDARD

o “rare species population / ecosystem occurrence with practical conservation value”

e Determine if rare elements meet “Element Occurrence” criteria

February 6, 2002

Determine Whether AA Meets EO Criteria

EO Global Rank | G1S1, G251,
RANK | State Rank | GNRS1, GUS1

GUS3, GNRS3, G353, G4S1,
G4S2, G551, G552, any SNR

G453, G454, G553, G554, G5S5,
GNRS4, GNRS5, GUS4, GUS5

G252, GNRS2, G351, G352, GUS2

A+ (3.8 t0 4.0) NatureServe

A- (3.5t03.79)

in cooperation with the

B+ (3.0 to 3.49)

Network of Natural Heritage Programs
and Conservation Data Centers

B- (2.5 to 2.99)

C+ (2.0 to 2.49)

Not Element Occurrence

C- (1.5 to 1.99)

Not Element Occurrence

Not Element Occurrence

D (1.0 to 1.49)

16



Determine Delineate Formal Public CPL

Natuyal Area proposed Recommendation Meeting Decision Acquigition
Criteria boundary
isti i : Submit Data
Gather Existing Field Sgrvey (ol Somsiery
Data Planning to WNHP

e Submit observations to WNHP

* Only species/ecosystems identified in 2025 State of
Washington Natural Heritage Plan

SUBMITTING DATA TO THE NATURAL HERITAGE
PROGRAM

« WNHP staff will review/confirm submissions as capacity s oot s s oo

communities in Washington. If you have site specific information for any of the

allo VV S species on our rare plant or nonvascular lists or information on rare/high

quality ecological communities, choose the appropriate form below and
submit your data (our program mailing address and email are found on the
upper right-hand side of this page).

* Confirmed submissions meeting EO criteria entered into Species

Rare Plant Sighting Form (PDE, Word form)- Contribute your sightings of rare

V‘/ \l HP datab ase plants; for identification verification, refer to our online Field Guide to the Rare

Plants of Washington.

Ecological Communities
EIA Field Form for Wetlands and Riparian Areas

® Unconfirmed SubmiSSionS Will be documented j.n fj.nal report Field Manual for Applying ElAs in Wetlands and Riparian Areas

EIA Field Form for Upland Ecosystems
Field Manual for Applying ElAs in Upland Ecosystems

Stressor Checklist for Human Stressor Index (HSI),

Ecological Systems of Washington (GIS).




Determine Delineate
Survey Natural Area proposed
Criteria boundary

Formal Public CPL

: : . Acquisition
Recommendation Meeting Decision q

Determine if Site Meets Natural Area Criteria

Rare species/ecosystems are identified as having a
Natural Area Representation need in NH Plan

Rare species and/or ecosystems at site are among best
examples 1n the state

2025 State of Washington [

Site and landscape characteristics are feasible for long- gt Natural Heritage Plan
term management and/or restoration

Natural area designation is compatible with existing or
nearby land uses




Determine Delineate
Survey Natural Area proposed
Criteria boundary

Formal Public CPL

: : - Acquisition
Recommendation Meeting Decision q

1

Proviso Report Submitted
(October 2026)

Delineate Proposed Natural Area Boundary

e

b

Boundary considerations

» ecological needs of elements

* area needed for management

 other land uses and interests in the
landscape



* Council submit their recommendation on proposal to CPL

Council votes on recommendation

Determine Delineate Formal Public CPL

SLEE, Natuyal Area DGO Recommendation Meeting Decision
Criteria boundary

Acquisition

Formal Recommendation to Natural Heritage

Advisory Council

Toutle Ridge Fen Natural Area Preserve
Recommendation

Prepared by Tynan Ramm-Granberg
Washington Dept. of Natural Resources, Natural Heritage Program
Submitted to Natural Heritage Advisory Council

DNR staff submit formal recommendation

Revised July 30™, 2025




Determine Delineate
Survey Natural Area proposed
Criteria boundary

Formal Public CPL

: ; . Acquisition
Recommendation Meeting Decision q

Public Meeting

* Discuss recommendation proposal
* Receive public input

 Compile and submit input to
Commissioner of Public Lands

21



Determine Delineate
Survey Natural Area proposed
Criteria boundary

Formal
Recommendation

Public
Meeting

CPL

.. Acquisition
Decision q

Commissioner of Public Lands Decision

Reviews public input & Council recommendation
Makes final decision on proposal
Issues Commaissioner’s Order

Commissioner’s Order establishes “approved natural area
boundary”

COMMISSIONER’S ORDER

NUMBIR2 0 l 6 02

STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Peter Goldmark, Commissioner of Public Lands

COMMISSIONER’S ORDER

Whereas, the Washington State Legislature, through Revised Code of Washington Chapter
79.70, the Naru rea Preserves Act, found that there is a need by the people of Washington for
certain areas of the state to be conserved for the benefit of present and future generations; such
areas are worthy of conservation for their cutstanding ecological and scenic values; protection
within an enduring system of natural aress is necessary for plants and animals in their natural
ecological systems; such areas are valuable for purposes of scientific research and teaching, as
rare species habitat, and as places of natural historic interest and living museums of the original
heritage of the state, and

‘Whereas, pursuant to RCW 79.70.030, the Washington State Department of Natural Resources is
authorized to establish the criteria for selection, acquisition, management, protection and use of
natural areas, and acquire by fee or any lesser right or interest in real property lands that shall be
held and managed as natural areas, and

Whereas, pursuant to RCW 79.70.080(1Xf), the Washington State Naturzl Heritage Advisory
Council reviewed and recommended the designation and proposed boundary of Crowberry Bog
Natural Area Preserve during their December 5, 2014, meeting, and

‘Whereas, the Department held a public hearing as required by RCW 79.70.100 on December 9,
2015, in Jefferson County, Washington, to receive public comment on the designation of
Crowberry Bog Natural Area Preserve, and

Whereas, the Department has determined that the area described below should be designated as a
natural area preserve and, per ROW 79.70,020(2), includes areas that have retained their natural
character or are important in preserving rare o vanishing flora, fauna, geological, natural
historical or similar features of scientific er educational value,

It is THEREFORE ORDERED AND DIRECTED that the Crowberry Bog Natural Area Preserve
be designated to include approximately 322.9 acres in portions of Section 31 in Township 27
North, Range 11 West and Sections 25 and 36 in Township 27 Nerth, Range 12 West in
Jefferson County, Washington, as indicated on the attached boundary map dated October 23,
2015

LN
Dated this__|_____day of January, 2016,

STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAIL RESOURCES

pledocn o

Peter Goldm;
Commissiori ublic Lands




Determine Delineate Formal Public CPL

SLEE, Nl Area Sl Recommendation Meeting Decision
Criteria boundary

Acquisition

Acquisition of Natural Area

Appraised Value

« DNR Conservation Acquisition teams works with

willing landowners on acquisitions G o e e
o 5 ojcC ;jif;g; $11,000 $34,000 $45,000
* Seek funding for acquisitions - M

 Trust Land Transfer (DNR lands)
 Washington Wildlife & Recreation Program grants

Crowberry Bog, 02-098315

R ;'; nn‘runnL .RESVOURCES Board of Natural Resources;
- September 3, 2019




Natural

Delineate
proposed
boundary

Area Designation

Determine
Natural Area
Criteria

CPL

Decision

Public
Meeting

Formal

: Acquisition
Recommendation q

WASHINGTON STATE DEPT OF

NATURAL
RESOURCES

Washington DNR Natural Areas

@ Chopaka Mountain °
A Natural Resources Conservation Area (NRCA) Lummi Lake
Louise Loomis Trombetta
Point Doughty. 1Sland i
@ Natural Area Preserve (NAP) i Ity g S A @ Dailey Prairie Canyon
e Blanchard
AS OF MAY 2023 Cypress Island —=ny > i
Cypress Highlands O ) A’ Core @ oOlivine Bridge e Little g
Cattle Point A Hat Island Skagit® A Riverside Breaks @ (P)ergﬁle
Bald Eagle  Granite: River
A
Shipwreck
Bt Admiralty Inlet " g @ Davis Canyon
Metho;v
; Rapids
Morning
A sior L
Dabob Bay
® Crowberry (NAP & NRCA) @, ®
Bog Devils Lake Castle Spring
South Nolan Kitsa Forest‘ Rock Creek Y Pinecroft
Clearwater Corridor —aA P it A @ Snoqualmie Bog SEIg‘pI:; ) The2 Canyon
Queets River AP AR A @ Kings Lake Bog Steppe Dkbran
Clearwater  Hamma Balds '/ @ gy pacch A AMountsi L4 Hills
Rogs West Tiger A A Middle Fork Snoqualmie &amzs ppper
3 Ink Blot g Mountain Rattlesnake Mountain sl 2
Carlisle Bog s 1y macher Creek Scenic Area e
o skookum Inlet <@ charxel °
Kennedy Creek g, Creel Marcellus @
North Bay — ey (NAP & NRCA) A A yy 0 gard Bay
Sand & Goose Islands — & ° Steptoe @y
4 Mima utte
Whitcomb Flats Chehalis  Mounde® @ DESIGNATION
ik \ Rier Rocky . Bald Hill PENDING
i Prairie A Ashford
Gunpowder Island — @ g® Bone River A
® Niawiakum River Tahoma ®seiah 'l((zhmms °
South Nemah —++ A Eogest Cliffs A
A, . ©® Willapa Divide
Teal Slough A
Ellsworth Creek —+
| A Skamokawa
Naselle Highlands ————— Creek
Klickitat
Hendrick Merrill A
end(f:;ﬂ;g: Laké A Canyon
Monte ' @ Cleveland
Slevir};on7 Cristo A jitout teke o Shrub Steppe
idge 1 White
Table A A saimon ® Saigec
Lacamas Prairie — Mountain Jg Oak ulc
(NAP & NRCA) @ (
Columbia Falls Folumale For more information
Washougal Oaks contact the DNR
(NAP & NRCA)

Exceptional Places

Quality examples of Washington’s native grasslands, woodlands, marshes and more are protected in
natural areas managed by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR). These special sites offer opportunities
for research and education. Some have interpretive or recreation trails. Others require DNR permission

to visit because features are sensitive to human disturbance.

Natural Areas Program
PO Box 47014

Olympia, WA 98504-7014
360-902-1600

TRS: 711

dnr.wa.gov



Questions?

Project contact: Sarah Ogden sarah.ogden@dnr.wa.gov

Elwha Watershed Public Survey



mailto:sarah.ogden@dnr.wa.gov
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