


Elwha Watershed 
Study
Community Meeting #1



Agenda

• Welcome & Introductions

• Engagement Process

• The Proviso

• The Elwha Watershed

• Natural Area Designation & Natural Heritage Survey Process

• Questions & Closing





The Proviso

• Capital Bill (SSB 5195), under Trust Land Transfer (Sec. 3120)

• Directs the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to conduct an
analysis of the ecological and conservation values of the Elwha
watershed on state-owned lands managed by DNR.

• Designated $250,000 for this purpose.

• DNR must provide the Legislature with a report by October 1, 2026



The Proviso Deliverables

• A Washington Natural Heritage Program site survey to identify rare 
flora, native ecological communities

• Locations of structurally complex forests

• Scenic or other natural features worthy of consideration for 
conservation

• Current uses, including recreation and cultural practices

• Identification of lands appropriate for NAP or NRCA conservation, 
and if applicable a proposed boundary.



Federal (Olympic National Forest + USFS) 

DNR Managed Lands

Other Lands – Mix of Public, Private, Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 
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DNR Managed Trust Lands

Common School Trust

State Forest Transfer Land



DNR Managed Trust Lands

State Forest Transfer Land
• Statutory Trust

• Benefits the county and 
specific junior taxing districts

• Tax code area specific

Common School Trust
• Federally granted trust

• Benefits K-12 construction fund

• Pooled trust
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Natural Heritage Survey 
→ Are there any rare species or rare & high-quality ecosystems present at the site?

• Conservation Targets:  species & ecosystems listed in 2025 State 

of Washington Natural Heritage Plan

• Natural Heritage survey of site
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• Natural Heritage databases / files

• WDFW databases

• Herbarium records / iNaturalist records
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• Prioritized DNR lands for survey

• Excluded lands with existing data, were previously surveyed, or recently harvested

• Prioritized survey effort of remaining ~4,500 acres

• Priority 1 = Structurally complex forests (SCF)

• Priority 2 = Large balds/cliff systems

• Priority 3 = Mature forests not in SCF layer 

• Priority 4 = All other DNR land not previously surveyed

• Plan survey according to phenological needs of species / ecosystems

• Mesic Forests –December to June

• Dry forests / balds – April to June

• Wetlands – December to June
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Ecosystems

• Classify ecosystems - U.S. National Vegetation Classification

• Assess ecosystem quality - Ecological Integrity Assessment method

Species

• Survey for suspected rare plants & assess their viability
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Element Occurrence?

• Element occurrence (EO)

o “rare species population / ecosystem occurrence with practical conservation value”

• Determine if rare elements meet “Element Occurrence” criteria
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• Submit observations to WNHP

• Only species/ecosystems identified in 2025 State of 

Washington Natural Heritage Plan

• WNHP staff will review/confirm submissions as capacity 

allows

• Confirmed submissions meeting EO criteria entered into 

WNHP database

• Unconfirmed submissions will be documented in final report
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• Rare species/ecosystems are identified as having a 

Natural Area Representation need in NH Plan

• Rare species and/or ecosystems at site are among best 

examples in the state

• Site and landscape characteristics are feasible for long-

term management and/or restoration

• Natural area designation is compatible with existing or 

nearby land uses

Determine if Site Meets Natural Area Criteria
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Boundary considerations

• ecological needs of elements

• area needed for management

• other land uses and interests in the 

landscape

Delineate Proposed Natural Area Boundary

Proviso Report Submitted

(October 2026)
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Formal Recommendation to Natural Heritage 

Advisory Council

• DNR staff submit formal recommendation

• Council votes on recommendation

• Council submit their recommendation on proposal to CPL
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Public Meeting

• Discuss recommendation proposal

• Receive public input

• Compile and submit input to 

Commissioner of Public Lands
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Commissioner of Public Lands Decision

• Reviews public input & Council recommendation

• Makes final decision on proposal

• Issues Commissioner’s Order 

• Commissioner’s Order establishes “approved natural area 

boundary”
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Acquisition of Natural Area

• DNR Conservation Acquisition teams works with 

willing landowners on acquisitions

• Seek funding for acquisitions 

• Trust Land Transfer (DNR lands)

• Washington Wildlife & Recreation Program grants 
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Questions?

Project contact: Sarah Ogden sarah.ogden@dnr.wa.gov

Elwha Watershed Public Survey

mailto:sarah.ogden@dnr.wa.gov



	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Elwha Watershed Study
	Slide 3: Agenda
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: The Proviso
	Slide 6: The Proviso Deliverables
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: DNR Managed Trust Lands
	Slide 10: DNR Managed Trust Lands
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26

