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Left: Logo for WA Kelp Forest Monitoring Alliance 

Right: Forage fish in kelp (credit Gray McKenna) 

 

 

Time Contact Topic 

1000 - 1005 Gray McKenna (WA DNR) Welcome / Introduction  

1005 – 1020 
(15 min) 

Announcements  
(~3-4 min each) 

Sam Linhardt (WA DNR) –  Upcoming workshop on Bull kelp resilience and 
loss in the Salish Sea: results of an HSIL-funded project  

Jeff Whitty (NW Straits) – WA Kelp Project Inventory Update 

Caitlin Magel (UW) – Kelp & Eelgrass Risk Assessment Workshop Update 

Danielle Claar (WA DNR) – New Release of Floating Kelp Vital Sign Indicator 

1020-1040 
(20 min) 

Michael Wiess (Center for 
Whale Research) 

Killer whale use of bull kelp in social grooming - publication 

1040-1100 
(20 Min) 

Alex Avila & Anne Shaffer 
(Coastal Watershed 

Institute) 

Salmon and forage fish migration are trophic subsidies engine in the Salish 
Sea, a work in progress - article  

1100-1200 
(60 min) 

Fieldwork 2025 - Rapid 
Retrospective 
(~3 min each) 

Lightning talks that present WHO did the work, WHAT data were collected, 
WHERE (map) and WHEN results are expected 

Jackie Selbitschka (Reef Check WA), Ande Fieber (UW), Khadijah Homolka 
(Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe), Casey Pruitt (Aquatic Assessment & 

Monitoring Team, WA DNR), Ken Collins (Island County MRC), Jeff Whitty 
(NW Straits), Megan Williams (Seattle Aquarium), Bianca Perla (Vashon 

Nature Center), Alex Harnick (Puget Sound Restoration Fund), Danielle Claar 
(Nearshore Habitat Program, WA DNR), Luba Reshitnyk (Hakai Institute), 

Sophia Ammons (Samish Indian Nation), Jasmin Schuster (Kelp Rescue 
Initiative)  

Other news: 
Dykman et al. 2025 - Testing the roles of local adaptation and genetic diversity to improve Giant kelp (Macrocystis pyrifera) restoration 

Ledbetter & Berry 2025 – Long-term kayak monitoring of floating kelp in Puget Sound: Results through 2024 

Pfister et al. 2025 - Foundational kelp species reveal links between host traits, the environment and the associated microbial 
community 

Toft et al. 2025 – Habitat Functions of Bull Kelp for Juvenile Chinook Salmon and Forage Fish in Puget Sound: 2024 Field Studies 

The WA Floating Kelp Linear Extent Data Viewer is now live.  

Click to join Zoom meeting  Meeting ID:  864 1428 9410 Passcode: 881976 
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