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July 17, 2025 
 
In Attendance 
Committee Members 
Pico Cantieni 
Mark Craemer 
Brian Crowley 
Wayne Mohler 

Nicky Pasi 
Brandon Rossi 
Deborah Essman 
Andrew Cromarty 

Kathy Young 
Cory Wright

Agency Staff 
William Meyer 
Mike Livingston 
Adam Beh 

Larry Leach 
Jeremy Velazquez 
Joe Smith 

Stephanie Margheim 
Marla Bieker 
Garrett Morrison  

 
Meeting Purpose: Visit project sites throughout the forest to view work that the agencies presented on 
throughout the year. 
 
Stop #1: Middle Fork  
Restoration project updates (Brandon Rossi, YN & William Meyer, DFW) 

• Brandon and William gave an update on the aquatic restoration projects in the Middle Fork that they’ve 
been presenting to the committee at quarterly meetings (see photo below) 

o The project is a valley rest or stage zero that will start at private property and continue 
upstream to the bridge on the Middle Fork just past Indian Camp Campground.   

o This project is re-timing the water, not making new water, so the water is around longer and 
stays cooler. 

• DNR has invested in Indian Camp Campground, so the engineers are designing around it to minimize the 
impact to the camping infrastructure. 

• Several goals collide on this project and the agencies are working to balance all of the goals 

• Working with FEMA to re-map the FEMA Floodplains, which also gives a more accurate representation 
of where water will be in different flood stages. 

• Implementation could start as early as 2027 though most likely in 2028. More information at the 
townhall on October 16th after the advisory committee meeting. 
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Mid-Columbia Fisheries Interns (MCF Interns) 

• Mid-Columbia Fisheries Enhancement Group has three interns that visit recreation sites and popular 
swimming holes in the community forest to let them know what’s planned for the aquatic restoration 
projects and why the river needs restored.  They also remove recreational dams, pick up litter and lead 
community science projects where people collect stream data. 

• So far they have contacted 138 individuals over seven weekends and led seven walks with 22 people.  
They will be out on weekends until August 30 and every summer through 2028. (see photo below) 
 

 
 
Stop #2: Trust Land salvage unit & planting project (Marla Bieker, DNR) 

• The Jolly Mountain Fire burned in 2017, the parcel we visited was salvage logged in 2018 and then 
planted in 2019 w/250 trees per acre.  Seedling survival was poor due to grass and brush competition. 

• An upcoming tree planting project in spring 2026 will add another 200 trees per acre after a vegetation 
control treatment to ease competition.  This is funded by a one time opportunity DNR staff has taken 
advantage of. (see photos below) 
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Stop #3: Community Forest Land planting (Marla Bieker, DNR) 

• The area we visited on the community forest was not salvaged or planted after the Jolly Mountain Fire 
in 2017.  DNR received a one time funding source to plant some of these acres, so approximately 383 
will get planted after some site preparation work to limit competition and allow the seedlings to grow. 
(see photo of area below) 

 
 
Stop #4: Scenic Driving Loop (Stephanie Margheim, DNR & Joe Smith, DNR) 

• The tour group drove the scenic driving loop in the opposite direction we did at the last advisory 
committee tour to see another perspective (Middle Fork to North Fork). 

• The scenic driving loop has been under construction since 2019 using a combination of operating and 
capital funding for a total to date of approximately $280,000.  DNR expects another $150,000 in 
engineer and heavy equipment crew time to finish installing drainage, brushing and grading the 8.57 
mile loop. 

• DNR expects to talk to the committee in October about details needed to open the loop when it’s ready, 
including seasonality, directionality, and vista opportunities. 
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Stop #5: Jack Creek  
Grazing Updates (Marla Bieker, DNR) 

• In the Spring 2025 fencing contract that tips up the fencing ahead of grazing seasons, DNR included the 
removal of 12,100’ of dilapidated electric fence near Indian Creek, repair of 1,900’ of fixed fence up 
Indian Creek and the repair of 2,500’ of fence near Teanaway Camping Area and along Teanaway Road 
and the Middle Fork Road. 

• North Fork Grazing Lease 
o Lessee repaired fence near acclimation site and along Jack Creek 
o Turned out 269 pairs on July 1st 

• First Creek Lease 
o Turned out 70 pair and four bulls on July 9 
o Lessee continues to repair cut fence near the entrance of First Creek  

 
Jack Creek Shaded Fuel Break (Marla Bieker, DNR) 

• Tour attendees were able to see the ‘after’ of the completed fuel break that we visited at the last 
advisory committee tour. 

• The Jack Creek Shaded Fuel Break (SFB) is approximately 4 miles long starting at the junction of the 
North Fork county road to the USFS boundary.  The target spacing wax 16x16’ prioritizing western larch, 
ponderosa pine and douglas fir.  All cut trees under 8” were chipped and the remaining trees were 
limbed to 10’.  Generally, the width of the SFB is 100’. (photo below) 

• Good planning between DNR and Mid-Columbia Fisheries allowed MCF to use 800 trees as part of their 
Jack Creek project that is partially adjacent to the SFB area.   

• Another SFB in the area of Jack Creek occurred along the North Fork county road from Dickey Creek to 
the junction with Stafford Creek.  There’s also one planned in Dickey Creek that DNR hopes to be able to 
accomplish in house with agency crews. 
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Jack Creek Restoration Project (Mike Bosko, Mid-Columbia Fisheries) 

• Mike Bosko is installing Post Assisted Log Structures (PALS) and Beaver Dam Analogs (BDA) along with 
strategically placed wood to bring the elevation of the stream channel back up.  As the main stem 
dropped in elevation, the tributaries incised to meet the elevation of the main river.  Mike is trying to 
un-do that incision and get the floodplain reconnected with the stream. 

• Wood from the Jack Creek SFB downstream and other projects is staged near the project site and 
volunteers are trimming and sorting it so the PALS/BDAs can be constructed during the in-water 
window. (photos below) 

• DNR and MCF continue to coordinate to take advantage of wood removed from forest health projects so 
it can be used in stream restoration work. 
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Stop # 6: West Teanaway Trailhead 
West Teanaway Trailhead Updates (Stephanie Margheim, DNR & Larry Leach, DNR) 

• Planning for the West Teanaway Trailhead began in 2016 when DNR & DFW looked at possible siting of 
the recreation site.  A conceptual plan was developed and a vault toilet was installed in 2018 with that 
plan in mind.  The idea was presented to the advisory committee several times before a grant was 
obtained in 2022, followed by SEPA in 2023 and the application for the county Facilities Permit.  
Construction began in 2024. 

• DNR’s heavy equipment crew began clearing, grading, rocking and placing barrier rock in 2024 and into 
2025.  The next steps are to apply the top course of rock, install a second vault toilet, kiosks and signage.   

• They will also be adding a pull-in parking section next to the double vault toilet that could accommodate 
3-4 trailers and eliminates 12 passenger car parking spaces.  This came out of DNR trying to be 
collaborative and incorporate feedback they received after beginning construction on the trailhead.  
There will also be designated back-in trailer parking around the outside of the cul de sac across from the 
trailhead proper to accommodate trailer parking. 

• Timing of finishing the trailhead will be before December 2026 as we use these grant funds to pay for 
some positions that were otherwise not fully funded with DNR’s budget cuts.  The trailhead needs to be 
complete before the trails are formalized so there’s a place for people to park and get information. 

• The budget cuts we are seeing in the Teanaway will be felt by all goals, not just recreation.  The agencies 
will be working to determine how the $678k cut this year and a $1M cut next year will impact the work 
we do and our staffing. 
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West Fork Trails Progress Update (Adam Beh, DNR) 

• Cheese Rock – Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust 
o Enhance 0.3 miles of approach trail, block and reroute first section of trail along creek, rebuild 

retaining wall, reroute sandy section on alternate loop, install signs and reassurance markers 

• Lower and Upper Big Sandy Trails – Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance 
o Reroute lower BST trail off private land, build lower BST alternate route to mitigate steep 

sections, install signs and reassurance markers 
o Phase II work – 1 mile corridor clearing along new Windy Ridge reroute 

• Lower and Upper Frog Pond Trails – Washington Trails Association 
o Rehab ~4 mile loop w/spur to Frog Pond Rock, build 2 trail approaches from new WF trailhead, 

volunteer crews help out EMBA work on BST and Windy Ridge, install signs and reassurance 
markers 

• Aspen Grove – Backcountry Horsemen of Washington 
o Rough cut-in of ~4 mile trail circumnavigating aspen grove, build approach from Indian Camp, 

signs purchased and reassurance markers ready to go 
o Discussions on WTA hand crews to assist BCHW in completing trail work 

• Phase II work  
o Complete ~2 mile section of Windy Ridge reroute 
o Develop and build ~2 mile section of River Ridge Trail to avoid private land 
o Finishing touches for lower BST reroute 
o Design and mark Mammoth Rock loop 
o Collaborative planning on Coyote Rocks—Dingbat/Mammoth Rocks—West Fork loop 
o Design and mark new route for loop just north of Teanaway Campground 

 
Next Meeting: October 16, 2025 at the Swauk-Teanaway Grange 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who attended and contributed to the tour! 
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