CMER SAG
UPDATES

September 2025

WetSAG
Co-Chairs: Debbie Kay & Harry Bell

AMP Project Manager: Jenny Schofield (WMZ/FWEP)

WetSAG will be hosting a science session in October. Dr. Brittany Milner will be joining to discuss
her recent manuscript in the Canadian Journal of Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences; "Seasonal
dynamics of juvenile coho salmon in wetlands of the North Thompson River, British Columbia." All

are welcome to attend.

o Article available on WetSAG Sharepoint.
= Sharepoint>SAG>WetSAG> Science Session Atricles
Milner et al 2025 Seasonal dynamics of juvenile coho salmon (Oncorhynchus

kisutch) in wetlands of the North Thompson River Briti.pdf

o Please contact a WetSAG Co-Chair or Project Manager if you need meeting invite

information.

Forested Wetlands Effectiveness Project

e Field work is ongoing.
o Data downloads, data QAQC from instrumented sites is ongoing and will continue until

the end of water year 2025.

Wetlands Management Zone Effectiveness Monitoring
Policy approved the WMZ Charter at the May 2023 meeting, with the expectation that any

lingering questions and comments be addressed during the scoping process.
Scoping is ongoing, WetSAG has reviewed the first draft. Authors are continuing to develop the

[ ]
document based on current feedback from WetSAG.

UPSAG
Chairs: Jennifer Parker & Mike Maudlin

AMP Project Manager: Theryn Henkel

Deep-Seated Landslide Research Strategy
Project Team: Julie Dieu, Anne Weekes, Elise Freeman, Jennifer Parker, Michael Maudlin, Jason Hinkle,

Adam Booth
AMP Project Manager: Theryn Henkel


https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/DNR-amp/AMP%20Shared%20Documents/SAGs/WetSAG/Science%20Session%20Articles/Milner%20et%20al%202025%20Seasonal%20dynamics%20of%20juvenile%20coho%20salmon%20(Oncorhynchus%20kisutch)%20in%20wetlands%20of%20the%20North%20Thompson%20River%20Briti.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=aoi5kh
https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/DNR-amp/AMP%20Shared%20Documents/SAGs/WetSAG/Science%20Session%20Articles/Milner%20et%20al%202025%20Seasonal%20dynamics%20of%20juvenile%20coho%20salmon%20(Oncorhynchus%20kisutch)%20in%20wetlands%20of%20the%20North%20Thompson%20River%20Briti.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=aoi5kh

Landslide mapping and classification project implementation is underway. Contractor BGC will
present on progress to UPSAG in October.

DSL project team will do a field trip mid-October. Trying to keep it to limited attendance due to
logistics, only regular members of UPSAG invited outside of Project Team.

UPSAG has begun discussions on the remaining projects in the DSL strategy, planning for what the
next steps should be, focusing on groundwater recharge. A small workgroup is meeting to read
relevant literature and begin to develop critical and research questions.

Unstable Slope Criteria Project
Project Team: Julie Dieu, Dan Miller, Jeff Keck, Elise Freeman, Tiffany Justice
AMP Project Manager: Theryn Henkel

The Object-Based Landform Mapping with High-Resolution Topography Study final report is being
revised according to received comments. Is on the agenda for CMER approval and to send to ISPR
at the September meeting.

Implementation is underway on the Study Design for Empirical Evaluation of Shallow Landslide
Susceptibility and Frequency by Landform (Project 3) and Empirical Evaluation of Shallow Landslide
Runout (Project 4).

SAGE

Chair: Todd Baldwin
AMP Project Manager: Anna Toledo (ENREP), Jenny Schofield (ETHEP, Eastside Forest Health)

Eastside Timber Habitat Evaluation Project (ETHEP)

oETHEP Final Report is in CMER Review.

Eastside Forest Health Strategy

Rachel has been developing a burn severity analysis to inform the Eastside Forest Health
Strategy after approval of strategy guidance document in Spring 2023.

The ESFH work group has been meeting monthly immediately following SAGE to provide
feedback on the burn severity analysis.

Rachel will be presenting her burn severity analysis work at the October SAGE meeting and
at the October CMER meeting.

Eastside Type N Riparian Effectiveness Project (ENREP)

Crews are wrapping up the summer field season which has gone smoothly and will continue with
data QA/QC and analyses.
Access agreements will be updated as needed to accommodate the extension.

RSAG

Co-Chairs: Joe Murray & Jenny Knoth



e RSAG held a field trip to see multiple sites in the OESF.

Riparian Characteristics and Shade Response Study
e Implementation was completed at two sites in the West Cascades ecoregion this summer:
Ostrander Creek and Jordan Creek.
e Rachel will work with the Project Team to identify potential sites for summer 2026.

Westside Type F Experimental Buffer Treatment Project

e The first Type F CMER/TFW Policy joint workgroup was held on September 4.
[J Policy: Cody Thomas (Facilitator), Rob Purser, Darin Cramer, Brandon Austin.
[ CMER: Chris Mendoza, Welles Bretherton, Bill Vogel
1 AMP: Jenelle Black, Alexander Prescott

e SDM process will be used to determine/discuss central project research questions and end of

project decision criteria. We may work on a means end diagram soon.
e Next meeting is November 6.

Extensive Riparian Status and Trends Monitoring Project (ExMo)

e The ExMo Scoping Document with BAS has been revised by the PT in response to comments and
tracked changes from CMER reviewers.

e The PT prepared a clean document, tracked changes document, comment matrix, and SAG request
form for the CMER mailing. CMER will have the opportunity to vote on approving the Scoping
Document with BAS at the September meeting.

ISAG

Chair: Jason Walter
AMP Project Manager: Anna Toledo

Anadromous Fish Floor
e The project team has initiated the scoping and BAS process. The team is starting by gathering

literature that will inform the BAS.

Water Typing Strategy

e Projects currently included in the Water Typing Strategy are: Potential Habitat Breaks (PHB),
Default Physical Criteria Assessment (DPC), LiDAR Based Water Typing Model (LiDAR), and
Fish/HabitatDetection Using eDNA (eDNA).

e DNRis working with Cramer Fish Sciences (CFS) on the implementation of the PHB and DPC
studies. The data for both studies are being gathered simultaneously at shared sites.

e CFSis conducting longitudinal profiles surveys associated with the sites with completed
electrofishing surveys. The longitudinal profile surveys are expected to be completed by the end
of September.

e CFS, DNR, and NWIFC continue to coordinate on landowner identification and outreach to
acquire additional site access permissions to prepare for the fall/winter season and the
spring/summer 2026 season.



e Afield visit was held with the project team to observe data collection in the field. Another field
visit is being scheduled with Saboor and DNR staff.

LWAG

Co-Chairs: AJ Kroll & Aimee Mclintyre
AMP Project Manager: Jenny Schofield

Type Np Hard Rock Phase IlI- Amphibian Demographics
e Final Report Update- Project team reviewed and made revisions based on ISPR comments. The
revised final report and completed comment matrix were returned to ISPR on schedule on
September 4, 2025. ISPR has 30 days to review and respond to revisions and responses to
comments.

Temperature and Amphibians in Discontinuously Flowing Np Reach

e Study Design- The Project Team has completed SAG review and revised based on LWAG
comment. The Revised document was delivered back to LWAG for review of edits. Delivery is
expected to CMER this month (September), and the project team has requested reviewers.

Road Prescription-Scale Effectiveness Monitoring Project (Roads)

Project Team: Julie Dieu, Charlie Luce, Tom Black, Erkan Istanbulluoglu, Amanda Alvis, Jenelle Black.

AMP Project Manager: Alexander Prescott

e The PTis now in Phase 3 of the project decommission.

[0 With the support of the DNR Pacific Cascade Region, the major experimental
equipment is currently being removed and recycled. This work also includes filling
trough voids with crushed rock and setting quarry spalls on platforms under cross-
draining culverts.

e Later this fall, PT members will conduct final compliance evaluations and collect any remaining
project supplies left onsite.

Schedule L-1 Revision

3 Groups:

Wetlands
Riparian — Shade, Riparian Condition, Litterfall, Instream LWD
Instream — Pool Frequency, Pool Depth, Peak Flows, Fines in Gravel
e Each group consisted of 3 experts, one CMER Scientist and Theryn Henkel is the PM for all groups.
e Recommendations have been delivered and open for CMER review.
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At August CMER meeting a “first step” process was determined.

All CMER members received a spreadsheet where they will do an exercise indicating whether the
SMEs followed the guidance and whether recommendations should be accepted, rejected, or
modified.

The intent of the exercise is to determine where there is consensus or near consensus and where
there is more disagreement. This will help determine where SDM may need to be used.
Spreadsheet exercise is due to Theryn by October 4. She will collate the results and send in the
CMER mailing for discussion at the October CMER meeting.



Anticipated Documents for CMER Consideration/Review Next 12 Months

Project Name
Eastside Timber Habitat Evaluation
Project

Schedule L-1
Extensive Monitoring

Water Temperature and Amphibian Use in
Type Np Waters with Discontinuous
Surface Flow in Western Washington
Project

DSL Mapping and Classification

Water Temperature and Amphibian Use in
Type Np Waters with Discontinuous
Surface Flow in Western Washington
Project

Water Temperature and Amphibian Use in
Type Np Waters with Discontinuous
Surface Flow in Western Washington
Project

* Policy Initiated Items- Not following CMER'
Protocols and Standards Manual

Document Type
Final Report

SME Recommendations
Project Charter (Update)

Study Design

Final Report

Charter Update

PM Plan

Project
Manager

Schofield

Henkel

Prescott

Schofield

Henkel

Schofield

Schofield

Science Lead/Pl
Rachel Rubin (CMER)

Rachel Rubin, Tanner Williamson
Jenelle Black (CMER)

Aimee Mclntyre/ Reed Ojala-
Barbour

Elise Freeman/Dan Miller

Jenny Schofield

Jenny Schofield

Oversight
Committee
SAGE

NA
RSAG

LWAG

UPSAG

LWAG

LWAG

Original
Anticipated
Date
July-25
July 25
Feb-26

Sept-25

Sep 26

Nov. 26

Dec. 26

Actual Date
of Delivery
August-25

Aug 25
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