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DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES

Forest Practices Division
1111 Washington St SE
Olympia, WA 98504

360-902-1400
FPD@DNR.WA.GOV
WWW.DNR.WA.GOV

MEMORANDUM
DATE: 7/16/2025
TO: Forest Practices Board

FROM: Katie Rose Allen, Acting DeputyF@etrvEs?r&@rest Resilience, Regulation and
Aquatic Resources Divisions

SUBJECT: Water Typing System Rule CR 103 Update

I am writing to inform you of an unexpected error that occurred when DNR staff to the Board
attempted to file the CR 103 — Rule-making Order (CR 103) for the water typing system
rulemaking.

Following your meeting on June 6™, staff prioritized filing the CR 102 — Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (CR 102) for the western Washington Type Np buffer rule because of the tight
timelines required to move that rulemaking forward. Once the Type Np CR 102 had been filed,
staff worked to prepare the water typing system CR 103 for filing. This work included finalizing
the rule language in the required RDS format, finalizing the CES to include the outcome of the
June meeting, and preparing the water typing system CR 103 for review and filing by the Board
Chair. Once the CR 103 was filed, the Office of the Code Reviser informed us that we had
exceeded the statutorily defined 180-day window to file the CR 103 since the CR 102 was
published on December 13, 2024 and was considered withdrawn under RCW 34.05.335 as of
June 11, 2025. Therefore, staff were unable to file the CR 103 for the permanent water typing
system rule.

As the Acting Deputy Supervisor for the Forest Regulation Division, I bear full responsibility for
missing this important deadline and I want to assure the Board that we have already implemented
new procedures to ensure that we’re effectively tracking all of the statutory deadlines throughout
the rulemaking process to ensure that we do not encounter this situation again. I also want to
reassure you that we have a path forward to correct this administrative oversight and ensure that
there is no impact to the January 1, 2026 effectiveness date approved by the Board.

DNR staff to the Board are taking the following steps:

o Staff will re-file the CR 102 that was originally published on December 13, 2024. It will
appear in the State Register on August 06, 2025.

e To meet statutory requirements, staff has scheduled a public hearing to take place at the
NRB on August 27, 2025. Written comments will be accepted until Spm on August 27,
2025.
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Staff will summarize and respond to any new or additional comments in the concise
explanatory statement (CES)

Staff will organize a special meeting in early/mid-September, where they will request the
Board to reaffirm the Board’s prior decision on directing staff to file CR103. An updated
CES will be presented to the Board, along with the rest of the CR 103 packet that will
remain unchanged.

Staff will file the CR 103 immediately, well within the 180-day expiration date of the CR
102.

The rule will become effective, as originally intended by the Board, on January 1, 2026

If you have any concerns or questions about the process moving forward or about the rulemaking
process in general, please reach out to me directly at katie.allen2(@dnr.wa.gov or 360-791-2275.

C:

Saboor Jawad, Forest Regulation Division Manger

Tami Miketa, Acting Forest Regulation Assistant Division Manager, Policy and Landowner
Services

Maggie Franquemont, Forest Practices Policy Program Manager

Donelle Mahan, Forest Regulation Senior Policy Planner

Terry Pruit, Assistant Attorney General, Forest Practices Board Attorney


mailto:katie.allen2@dnr.wa.gov

		2025-07-16T13:19:21-0700
	Digitally verifiable PDF exported from www.docusign.com




