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Alternative to Pilot Rule
Making

 Discussed at May 10, 2023 Forest Practices
Board (Board) meeting

- November 8, 2023 meeting, the Board was
informed that legislative authority is required to
allow Board approved rule suspension for
scientific studies

 August 2024 Board meeting: Action to bring
Pilot Rule making topic back to the Board at
your August 2025 meeting




Administrative Procedure
Act (APA) Chapter 34.05 RCW

- Board approves pilot rules for Adaptive
Management scientific studies

* Pilot rules administered by State agencies

 Requires public notice, volunteer
participation, and other processes (RCW
34.05.313)

* Process ~ 3 months




Forest Practices Board

- Why does the Board have to follow the
APA?

a The Board does not have the authority to
suspend their own rules (Chapter 34.05 RCW)




Forest Practices Board

- Action: Staff recommends and requests Board
support for DNR to submit Agency Sponsored
Legislation in 2026 for the 2027 Legislative
session to:

s Amend RCW 76.09.050 “Rules establish classes of
forest practices” for Board to suspend its own rules
outside APA

s Include pilot rule making for scientific studies
as a Class 111 forest practices
application/notification WAC 222-16-050(5)
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