WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF

NATURAL RESOURCES

DAVE UPTHEGROVE | COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC LANDS

Target Shooting Frequently Asked Questions
(As of August 2025)

Below is a list of frequently asked questions related to target shooting on DNR-managed
land. If you have further questions, please reach out to targetshooting@dnr.wa.gov

Question: Where can | target shoot on DNR land?

Answer: In general, DNR-managed land is open for recreational target shooting where it
can occur in compliance with the rules outlined in the Washington Administrative Code
regarding target shooting. Target shooting is considered a dispersed recreational activity on
DNR land. As such, DNR does not currently operate or maintain any designated locations
for target shooting and is unable to provide specific advise on where to shoot. Itis your
responsibility to locate a safe place to shoot in compliance with all provisions of WAC 332-
52-145. Please comply with any posted signage indicating localized closures.

Question: Are all current target shooting closures listed on the DNR website?

Answer: No, DNR’s Regions have discretion to enact target shooting closures as necessary
for operational reasons or to protect public safety and/or property. DNR tries to
communicate information regarding closures to the public in a timely manner, however,
please be aware that areas may be closed without warning. Please comply with all posted
signage.

Question: Do | need a Discover Pass to target shoot on DNR land?

Answer: Yes, a Discover Pass is required if you use a vehicle to access DNR-managed
lands for target shooting.

Question: Can | huntin areas that are closed to target shooting?

Answer: Target shooting restrictions do not impact lawful hunting opportunity as managed
by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. If an area is closed to target shooting
but otherwise open for lawful hunting, itis legal to hunt there.
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Question: Is target shooting allowed in DNR’s Natural Areas?

Answer: No, DNR manages two kinds of Natural Areas: Natural Area Preserves, and
Natural Resources Conservation Areas. Target shooting is prohibited within all DNR Natural
Areas. This includes both Natural Area Preserves and Natural Resource Conservation

Areas. For more information on the Natural Areas Program visit https://dnr.wa.gov/natural-
areas, or email: naturalareas@dnr.wa.gov.

Question: Will DNR ever provide designated target shooting facilities?

Answer: Yes, DNR has applied for and received funding to develop two “pilot” target
facilities on DNR-managed land. One will be in Eastern Washington, and one in Western
Washington. DNR is also working to identify suitable sites for three additional facilities
pending funding and capacity.

Question: Are there fire season restrictions for target shooting on DNR land?

Answer: Currently DNR does not restrict target shooting during fire season. Please use
extreme caution when shooting during summer, and avoid shooting during hot, dry
conditions, or in areas with an accumulation of dry fuels. Refer to the Fire Safety and
Dispersed Target Shooting document for tips on shooting during fire season.

Question: Can | use exploding targets on DNR land?

Answer: No, exploding or incendiary targets are always prohibited on DNR-managed land.
This includes commercially available targets such as Tannerite, as well as any form of
home-made or improvised explosive or incendiary target.

Question: Can | use tracer ammunition on DNR land?

Answer: No, the use of tracer or incendiary ammunition is always prohibited on DNR-
managed lands.

Question: Can | use steel core ammo for target shooting on DNR land?

Answer: DNR does not prohibit the use of steel core ammunition for recreational target
shooting. This type of ammunition does, however, represent an elevated risk of starting
fires. Therefore, DNR recommends avoiding the use of steel core or bi-metal jacket
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ammunition when conditions are hot or dry. The steel contained in these projectiles can
cause sparks upon impact with rocks, which may result in fire. If you are unsure whether
your bullets contain steel, test them with a magnet.

Question: Can | shoot steel targets on DNR land?

Answer: Yes, steel targets are legal to use on DNR-managed lands. Be advised that the
bullet fragments created upon impact with a steel target can be red hot and are capable of
starting fires. DNR discourages the use of steel targets in hot or dry conditions.

Question: Is it legal to shoot rocks on DNR land?

Answer: No, rocks are a natural feature and per WAC 332-52-145 are not a legal target on
DNR land.

Question: What are the hours for target shooting on DNR land?

Answer: Per WAC 332-52-145 Target shooting is permitted on DNR lands from 30 minutes
before sunrise to 30 minutes after sunset unless otherwise posted. DNR’s regional offices
have discretion to further restrict target shooting hours at specific locations to protect

public safety, natural resources, property, and for other reasons such as quiet hours.
Please observe and comply with any posted signage.

Question: Do | need to pick up my trash when I’m done shooting?

Answer: Yes! Trash left behind at target shooting locations is a huge challenge for DNR. Itis
your responsibility to pack out all trash, including shell casings. Please consider packing
out more trash than you pack in, doing so will help prevent the closure of popular target
shooting locations. DNR partners with groups including Backcountry Hunters and Anglers

and Trash No Land to host cleanups annually. Please consider volunteering at one of these
events if you are able. If you would like to organize a cleanup event, please contact:
targetshooting@dnr.wa.gov.
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