
Timber, Fish and Wildlife Policy Committee 
Thursday, June 5, 2025 // 9:00AM – 4:20PM  

Hybrid Meeting  
In-Person: 724 Columbia St NW, 2nd Floor Conference Room 

Virtual: Zoom 
Motions 
Motion Move/Second (Vote) 
May 2025 Meeting Notes 

Motion:  
Ken Miller moved to approve the May 2025 
meeting notes. 

The motion passed 

Seconded:  
Brandon Austin 
Up:  
Brandon Austin/Chris Briggs*, Donelle Mahan, 
Rob Purser, Ken Miller, Court Stanley, Cody 
Thomas, and Rico Vinh. 
Sideways: 
Darin Cramer (Did not review) 

Riparian Function Literature Review 
 
Motion:  
Rico Vinh moved to approve the Riparian 
Function Literature Review. 

The motion passed 

Seconded:  
Brandon Austin 
Up:  
Brandon Austin/Chris Briggs*, Donelle Mahan, 
Rob Purser, Cody Thomas, and Rico Vinh. 
Sideways: 
Court Stanley (expecting more), Darin Cramer 
(didn’t vote for it back then and isn’t voting for it 
now), Ken Miller (too little and too late) 

*Department of Ecology and Department of Fish and Wildlife share one State Agency vote. 
Action Items  
Action Items Responsibility  
TFW Policy co-chair vote in July 2025 TFW 
Policy. 

Natalie Church 

Caucus Updates 
• Rico Vinh read Group Agreement #3 “Listen to understand, not to respond. Engage in dialogue, 

not monologue; utilize active listening skills; respond to others’ comments and perspectives; be 
direct; build upon agreement.” 

• Ken Miller said WFFA’s picnic is this Saturday and explained that he has some flyers if anyone 
would like it. 
 

Staff Updates 
• Lori Clark shared that the Governor signed the state budget. The AMP is scheduled to be 

allocated $18.1 million. With the project refinements, the AMP projects are fully funded.  AMP 
staff have begun working with contractors on next biennium contracts to ensure there is 
continuation of work on CMER projects. 

• Cody's Co-chair term ends in August. Lori is accepting nominations for the Co-chair position.  
The vote will occur at the July meeting. TFW Policy follows the co-chair rotation schedule, if 
possible.  Next in the rotation are SFL, Westside Tribes, and then Large Landowners (Industry).  
Lori checked with all 3 of these caucuses and Department of Ecology and they do not have 



capacity to serve. Lori said she will call the remaining caucuses to see if anyone is interested. If 
not, Cody said he could agree to stay on as Co-chair.  

Review Last Month Action Items 
• Riparian Function Literature Review on next month’s agenda as a decision item 

o On this month’s agenda 
• Save eDNA PowerPoint presentations on SharePoint. Located here: 05 01 2025 

o All presentations have been saved on SharePoint 
• Follow up discussion about eDNA presentations at next month’s meeting 

o Due to the busy agenda this will be moved to the July 2025 agenda 
• Q&A on SharePoint 

o This is on SharePoint and in last month’s meeting notes. 
 

CMER Updates 
Ash Roorbach, CMER co-chair, reviewed the CMER SAG Updates document and what was discussed at 
last month’s CMER meeting.  

Ash informed TFW Policy that a dispute was initiated over the approval of the AFF charter. The disputed 
language was discussed with the disputant at a Project Team meeting and a resolution was reached before 
the informal meeting which is scheduled for Friday 13th.  

Ash shared an update on the CMER dispute process on the Hard Rock Phase 3 report. The dispute was 
characterized by Lori and Ash as a process dispute. The resolution included sending the report to ISPR 
with a majority vote. There are two potential remaining technical concerns that should be resolved by a 
nonbiased subject matter expert input with ISPRs answers to the standard 8 questions. Once ISPR 
approves the report, CMER may revisit the 2 outstanding issues to ensure that the ISPR offered adequate 
feedback to the remaining concerns to reach consensus on the report. If not, the issues will go to an 
arbitration panel utilizing the University of Washington on-call arbitration contract for all CMER disputes 
that involve technical issues.   

Lori shared that we expect ISPR to return the report no later than July 23rd. Depending on the level of 
revisions it could take an additional month or two for final ISPR approval. 

Public Comments 
Hello, my name is Robert Mitchell, and I want to speak to the issue of public access and representation in 
this process. 
 
You've created quite the private club here—holding meetings in an industry office, hiding political 
decisions about public research behind SAGs that aren’t open to the general public, and placing key 
documents behind password-protected SharePoint links. This is publicly funded research. Why are we 
forced to ask for access? 
 
Your caucus system seems arbitrary and exclusionary. I don’t align with any of your recognized caucuses, 
and yet I’m an interested member of the public who wants a seat at the table. The Forest Practices Board 
has general public seats—why doesn’t this committee? 
 
A true general public representative could offer a perspective that’s often missing here—one that more 
strongly represents preservation and may even propose innovative, win-win strategies that none of the 
current caucuses are advancing. 
 

https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/DNR-amp/AMP%20Shared%20Documents/TFW%20Policy/TFW%20Policy%20Meeting%20Materials/2025%20TFW%20Policy%20Meeting%20Materials/05%2001%202025?csf=1&web=1&e=peBixh


If this committee continues to shape science and policy in Washington's forests, it should reflect all of 
Washington—not just those with official affiliations. A general public seat would improve transparency, 
increase legitimacy, and help restore trust in this process. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Non-CMER/Outside Science Dispute 
Annie Kilburg Smith and Ariahna Jones facilitated this discussion with TFW Policy members. Triangle 
Associates are contracted to take meeting notes for this agenda item. 
 
Riparian Function Literature Review 
This was presented to TFW Policy last month and is up for approval today. Rico explained that the 
disclaimer/report cover will be added when it is published. Lori explained that CMER wanted to change 
the disclaimer, and it is not for Policy approval, but we can bring it to Policy to see. Ken Miller explained 
that they can live with the document, but they feel that this about 3 years too late and feel that it is CMER 
disfunction. Lori explained that she does not believe that it is CMER disfunction. The process was 
delayed due to copious review; every Policy member had a CMER member reviewing the document. It is 
just how the program and process go. Darin Cramer explained that he didn’t vote for it then and he isn’t 
going to vote for it now because it is not useful. 
 
Structured Decision-Making – ENREP 
Philip Halteman from Compass Management gave a presentation and had discussion with TFW Policy 
members about the ENREP mock decision exercise. Compass Management are contracted to take meeting 
notes for this agenda item.   
List of Attendees 

Attendees Representing 
§Austin, Brandon WDFW 
§Briggs, Chris* Department of Ecology 
§Cramer, Darin Large Industrial Landowner Caucus/WFPA 
§Mahan, Donelle DNR 
§Purser, Rob Skokomish Tribe/Westside Tribes 
§Roberts, Dave Small Forest Landowner/WFFA 
§Stanley, Court Counties Caucus 
§Thomas, Cody Eastside Tribe Caucus/UCUT/TFW Policy Co-chair 
§Vinh, Rico WCA/Conservation Caucus/TFW Policy Co-chair 
Bell, Harry CMER Voting Member 
Belleveau, Lisa Skokomish Tribe 
Black, Jenelle CMER Scientist 
Church, Natalie AMP Coordinator/DNR 
Clark, Lori Adaptive Management Administrator  
Failing, Rae Compass Management 
Franquemont, Maggie DNR 
Halteman, Philip Compass Resources Management 
Heimburg, John WDFW 
Henkel, Theryn Supervisory Project Manager/DNR 
Holy, Shae Skokomish Tribe 



Hooks, Doug** WFPA/Caucus Alternate 
Jawad, Saboor DNR/Forest Regulation Division Manager 
Jewell, Paul Counties 
Jones, Ariahna Triangle Associates 
Jorg, Nicholas Member of the Public 
Kay, Debbie CMER Member/WetSAG Co-chair 
Kave, Brandon Member of the Public 
Kilburg-Smith, Annie Triangle Associates 
Knoth, Jenny CMER Voting Member 
Kroll, A.J. CMER Voting Member 
Lower, Adam Chehalis Tribe  
McIntyre, Aimee WDFW/CMER Voting Member 
Miles, Danielle CMER Voting Member 
Miller, Ken** Small Forest Landowner/WFFA/SFL Caucus Alternate 
Mitchell, Robert Member of the Public 
Murray, Joe RSAG Co-chair 
Ohlson, Dan Compass Management 
Prescott, Alexander Project Manager/DNR 
Roorbach, Ash CMER Co-chair/NWIFC 
Smith, Kendra** Skagit County/Counties Caucus Alternate  
Toledo, Anna Project Manager/DNR 

§TFW Policy Voting Member 
*Department of Ecology and Department of Fish and Wildlife share the State Agency vote 
**TFW Policy Caucus Alternate 
 


