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Timber, Fish and Wildlife Policy Committee 
Thursday, July 10, 2025 // 9:00AM – 2:35PM  

In-Person: 724 Columbia St NW, 2nd Floor Conference Room 
Virtual: Zoom 

*Department of Ecology and Department of Fish and Wildlife share one State Agency vote. 

Motions 
Motion Move/Second (Vote) 
June 2025 Meeting Notes 

Motion:  
Ken Miller moved to approve the June 2025 
meeting notes. 

The motion passed 

Seconded: Brandon Austin 
 
Up: Ken Miller, Brandon Austin, Rico Vinh, 
Cody Thomas, Donelle Mahan, Rob Purser 
 
Down: 
 
Sideways: Kendra Smith (Did not have minutes 
to review) 
 
Absent: Chris Briggs 
 

Master Project Schedule (MPS) 
 
Motion:  
**** moved to approve the 26-27 Master Project 
Schedule (MPS). 

The motion passed/failed 

Seconded:  
 
Up:  
 
Down: 
 
Sideways: 
 
Absent: 
 

Structured Decision-Making Recommendation 
 

Motion: 

Cody Thomas moved to recommend that the Forest 
Practices Board authorize the AMP to utilize SDM 
framework for AMP decisions/recommendations.  

With the Board’s approval, TFW Policy will 
continue to develop and incorporate the SDM 
framework and BM22 language for consideration 
at a future Board meeting.  

The motion passed 

Seconded: Donelle Mahan 
 
Up: Rob Purser, Cody Thomas, Donelle Mahan, 
Rico Vinh, Darin Cramer, Brandon Austin, Ken 
Miller, Kendra Smith,  
 
Down: 
 
Sideways: 
 
Absent: Chris Briggs 
 

Action Items  
Action Items Responsibility  
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Caucus Updates 
• none 

Staff Updates 
• Ecology will be hosting a public hearing regarding our agency’s Draft Tier II Analysis of the 

Forest Practices Board’s proposed Western WA Type Np buffer rule on July 31st, 2025, at 
5:30pm via Zoom webinar format.  

• DNR staff need to update the email list annually. 
Review Last Month Action Items 

• Co-chair election on next month’s agenda. 
o There weren’t any nominations for TFW Policy co-chair. 
o Cody Thomas agreed to remain as co-chair for another term. 

 
DNR Leadership Intent/Expectation 
Katie Allen Rose shared the DNR expectations for AMP participants. All AMP participants are expected 
to adhere to the DNR Safe & Respectful Workplace Policy. She discussed the importance of adhering to 
this policy as member represent both their caucuses but also the broader public. There were questions 
about the policy from Darin and Donelle and Katie clarified how it will be enforced. Ken expressed that 
he though members were not honest enough and they were “too nice” in not expressing directly individual 
positions. Lori expressed that there is a way to disagree respectfully. Brandon expressed that when people 
feel attacked, their ability to participate fully diminishes. This type of training is common for all agency 
employees in Washington State. Language and tone can shut down conversations and make people feel 
threatened. Cody expressed that this is to help people come together in a safe space to have hard 
conversations. Make people feel like they can engage. This has been a problem in the program and this 
will improve. Donelle expressed that when people get passionate tone can change, and people also need to 
not take things personally. Ken said in person meetings are important and 100% online should be the 
exception and not the rule. He also put a plug in for the SDM, which is on the agenda today. Rico made 
the distinction between disagreeing with positions versus disagreeing with the person and recognized that 
these issues can be more person for some, like small forest landowners, where their land is personally 
affected vs agency reps and the like who are advocating for positions. 
 

Add the DPC Study Design presentation to the 
TFW Policy meeting materials folder on SPO. 07 
10 2025 

Anna Toledo 

Motions and action items will be sent out next 
week.  

Natalie Church 

The Anadromous Fish Floor (AFF) Project Charter 
comments are due July 24th. Provide comments 
directly in the TFW Policy Review folder on SPO.  

TFW Policy members 
 

Draft a motion regarding the Outside Science 
dispute to bring to the August TFW Policy meeting 

Rico Vinh 

Cancel Triangle Associates for Outside Science Lori Clark 

https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/DNR-amp/AMP%20Shared%20Documents/TFW%20Policy/TFW%20Policy%20Meeting%20Materials/2025%20TFW%20Policy%20Meeting%20Materials/07%2010%202025?csf=1&web=1&e=hxMSjy
https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/DNR-amp/AMP%20Shared%20Documents/TFW%20Policy/TFW%20Policy%20Meeting%20Materials/2025%20TFW%20Policy%20Meeting%20Materials/07%2010%202025?csf=1&web=1&e=hxMSjy
https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/DNR-amp/AMP%20Shared%20Documents/TFW%20Policy/TFW%20Policy%20Review?csf=1&web=1&e=JElhej
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CMER Updates 
Aimee McIntyre CMER co-chair reviewed the CMER SAG Updates document and what was discussed at 
last month’s CMER meeting.  

Public Comments 
No public comments 
 
Debrief of eDNA Presentations 
It was discussed after the eDNA presentations at the May 2025 TFW Policy meeting that we would have 
a debrief of the discussion. Last month was full so this has been pushed to this month. There was 
discussion that over all the presentations were great, and that it is a good tool. There are still questions 
about how good it works for amphibians. Good for fish, especially resident fish. Discussion about use of 
eDNA in water typing. Cody opened a discussion about use for last fish, and having as an option for 
landowners to use, not a requirement. In his discussions, people that use it all the time believe it is ready 
for this application. But others do not. Brandon thought it was worth a discussion and exploring its use by 
landowners. Ken expressed the if type Np rules changed, why would we need to do stream typing any 
more, since there would now be buffers. Donelle discussed that it could be a tool for other types of 
studies, not just last fish. Can help with labor intensive studies where physical collection or observation of 
specimens is now needed, but eDNA could replace. Cody expressed that his caucus would like to see 
eDNA as an option in the Board Manual to use as an alternative for electro-fishing so that people who 
want to use it could, and DNR/Agencies would accept the results. Cody believes the technology is ready 
for this application. 
 
Default Physical Criteria (DPC) Delivery of ISPR Approved Study Design, Prospective 6 Questions, 
and Presentation 
Anna commended the authors/Project Team for successfully completing the DPC Study Design and 
getting it through the ISPR and CMER review and approval. Jason Walter provided a presentation of the 
DPC Study Design and Prospective 6 Questions.  
 
Delivery of Anadromous Fish Floor (AFF) Project Charter 
Anna Toledo and Jason Walter gave a brief introduction and explanation of what is being asked of TFW 
Policy regarding the AFF charter. Darin submitted edits and comments before the meeting. The edited 
version was displayed on the screen. Rico said his caucus needs more time to review. TFW Policy will 
vote on this in August.  
 
Riparian Function Literature Review – Disclaimer 
TFW Policy asked to have the disclaimer brought to them after it was approved by CMER. There was no 
discussion. 
 
Update on the Outside Science Dispute 
Rico shared that his caucus is on board with the use of Structured Decision-Making to alleviate the issues 
that were raised regarding the non-CMER/outside science issues. There was discussion about the Net 
Gains SAO process and how this issue fit within the SAO recommendations. SDM is one of the solutions 
to issues delineated in SAO report and it could also be used to address this issue.  
 
Structured Decision-Making Recommendation 
Lori shared the three documents (by email) from Compass Resources Management.  These will be shared 
with the Forest Practice Board in August. Compass will attend in a future Board meeting for a 
presentation. Rico shared that TFW Policy will need to continue the iterative process of working through 
which elements of the SDM will apply to the AMP.  
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List of Attendees 

Attendees Representing 
§Austin, Brandon WDFW 
§Cramer, Darin Large Industrial Landowner Caucus/WFPA 
§Mahan, Donelle DNR Division Manager 
§Purser, Rob Skokomish Tribe/Westside Tribes 
§Roberts, Dave Small Forest Landowner/WFFA 
§Thomas, Cody Eastside Tribe Caucus/UCUT/TFW Policy Co-chair 
§Vinh, Rico WCA/Conservation Caucus/TFW Policy Co-chair 
Adams, LeRoy Yakima Nation TFW 
Allen, Katie Rose DNR 
Belleveau, Lisa Skokomish Tribe 
Black, Jenelle NWIFC 
Clark, Lori Adaptive Management Administrator  
Franquemont, Maggie DNR 
Harris, Catherine NWIFC 
Hayward, Deidre* WDFW 
Heimburg, John WDFW 
Henkel, Theryn Supervisory Project Manager/DNR 
Holy, Shae Skokomish Tribe 
Jorg, Nicholas WDFW 
Kay, Debbie Suquamish Tribe 
McIntyre, Aimee WDFW/CMER Voting Member 
Mendoza, Chris CMER Voting member 
Miller, Ken** Small Forest Landowner/WFFA/SFL Caucus Alternate 
Murray, Joe RSAG Co-chair 
Prescott, Alexander Project Manager/DNR 
§Smith, Kendra** Skagit County/Counties Caucus Alternate (proxy for Court Stanley) 
Toledo, Anna Project Manager/DNR 
Walter, Jason Weyerhaeuser 
Wargo, Donovan Shoalwater Bay Tribe 

§TFW Policy Voting Member 
*Department of Ecology and Department of Fish and Wildlife share the State Agency vote 
**TFW Policy Caucus Alternate 


