
 
 

 
       

SMALL FOREST LANDOWNER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Notes April 15, 2025 

Present:  
WA. Farm Forestry Association (WFFA) representatives: Chair: John Henrikson, Bill Kemp, 
Phil Hess, Rich Weiss 
Tribal Representative: Jeffrey Thomas 
WA Dept. of Fish & Wildlife (WDFW) representative: Brandon Austin 
WA Dept, of Ecology (DOE) representative: Chris Briggs 
DNR: Karen Zirkle, Tami Miketa 
Additional attendees:  
Other DNR staff: Holly Haley, Todd Olson, Daniel Hevezi, John Schmeltz, Noah Nequette, 
Hollis Crapo, Leah Harper, Tiffany Pratt, Kelsey Ketcheson 
WFFA Member: Ken Miller 
 
Review  1/21/2025 SFLAC Meeting Notes  
Accepted as written. 
 
SFLO & SFLAC Updates 
The SFLAC Charter has been signed by all members and distributed!  
Tami introduced our new SFL Regulation Assistance Fish & Wildlife Biologist, Landon Shaffer, 
who comes from WA Dept. of Fish & Wildlife where he was an Assistant Area Habitat Biologist 
familiar with the Hydraulic Code, Forest Practices Applications, the Growth Management Act, 
and the Shoreline Management Act.  He also supported forest restoration efforts in the Oak 
Creek Wildlife Area and the Teanaway Community Forest.  Landon has considerable experience 
with fisheries biology in the field having worked as an environmental resource practitioner in the 
Pacific Northwest since 2014, and he also has experience in electro-shocking. We are very happy 
to have Landon onboard and excited for him to meet the small forest landowner community. 
 
We are currently recruiting for a Conservation Easement Forest Cruiser position who will be 
instrumental in keeping our FREP/RHOSP cruises moving.  We hope to have them on board by 
the next SFLAC meeting. 
 
The Regulation Assistance Foresters have been reaching out to WFFA Chapters, DNR Forest 
Practices District Meetings, TFW Meetings, and Service Forester Region meeting to discuss 
alternate plans and how they can help and provide guidance to landowners who will be 
completing these plans.  
 
fpOnline Update 
Carla Fosberg, Donelle Mahan, and Kathryn Boyd discussed the fpOnline update. fpOnline has 
moved the date in which it will go live for the public. This new date is Nov. 17, 2025. Carla 
Fosberg went over a fpOnline form that a small forest landowner would most likely be 
completing. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
FY25-27 DRAFT Budget Update 
Tami provided a draft update on the FY 25-27 budget. As of this date, the state budget has not 
been approved by the Governor, so these budget numbers are still draft: 
Capital Budget 
FREP  
Allocation  $4,00,000 
Re-allocation  $5,357,000 
Total   $11,257,000 
 
FFFPP 
Allocation  $7,904,000 
Re-allocation  $5,309,000 
Total   $13,213,000 
 
RHOSP 
Allocation  $4,631,000 
Total   $4,631,000 
 
Operating Budget 
$1,000,000 of the general fund—state appropriation for fiscal year 2026 and $1,000,000 of the 
general fund—state appropriation for fiscal year 2027 are provided solely for the small forest 
landowner office, in order to restore staffing capacity reduced during the great recession and to 
support small forest landowners, including assistance related to forest and fish act regulations. 
 
Issue for SFLAC member discussion: 
Tami showed the AC members a map of a harvest activity that recently occurred by a small 
forest landowner. The map showed a small slice harvested at the outer edge of what was an RMZ 
buffer that was required to be left by the previous large industrial landowner. Small forest 
landowners can use the Fixed Width Buffer Template (which is an RMZ buffer width that is less 
than a large industrial landowner). The small forest landowner then submitted an application to 
be compensated for the value of the remaining RMZ through the FRE Program. The AC 
discussed this issue and believe this application was not within the spirit or intention of the FRE 
program. Tami and the FREP Team are working on criteria to use to determine if a harvest area 
is considered a ”Commercially Reasonable Harvest” under WAC 222-21-032(4) to be added to 
Board Manual 17 Guidelines for Small Forest Landowner Forestry Riparian Easement Program. 
 
Meeting adjourned 
 


