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DNR was tasked by the 
state Legislature to:

άΧŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ-year strategic 
plan to treat areas of state forest 
land that have been identified by 
the department as being in poor 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦέ



20 - Year Forest Health Plan

Released in October 2017

üTreat 1,250,000 acres by 2037: 
(62,500 acres per year)

üSets vision, guiding principles, 
& process for moving forward 

üAll lands approach

üScience based

üSocial license: over 30 
organizations involved.



5bwΩǎ CƻǊŜǎǘ IŜŀƭǘƘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ Plan: 
VISION:

²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ 
and resilient condition and meet the economic and social needs of 
present and future generations.

MISSION:

Restore and manage forested landscapes at a pace and scale that 
reduces the risk of uncharacteristic wildfires and increases the 
health and resilience of forest and aquatic ecosystems in a changing 
climate for rural communities and the people of Washington State.

OVERARCHING STRATEGY: 

¢ƻ ƳŀȄƛƳƛȊŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛȊŜ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ 
treatments activities across all forest owners in a landscape.



There was consensus 
among committee 
participants to advance a 
landscape-scale, cross-
boundarystrategy to 
achieve forest health and 
coordinate project planning 
and implementation across 
landownership boundaries. 



5bwΩǎ CƻǊŜǎǘ IŜŀƭǘƘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ Plan: Goals
Goal 1

ÅConduct 1.25 million acres of scientifically sound, landscape scale, cross-boundary management 
and restoration treatments in priority watersheds to increase forest and watershed resilience by 
2037.

Goal 2

ÅReduce risk of uncharacteristic wildfire and other disturbances to help protect lives, communities, 
property, ecosystems, assets and working forests .

Goal 3

ÅEnhance economic development through implementation of forest restoration and management 
strategies that maintain and attract private sector investments and employment in rural 
communities.

Goal 4

ÅPlan and implement coordinated, landscape-scale forest restoration and management treatments in 
a manner that integrates landowner objectives and responsibilities.

Goal 5

ÅDevelop and implement a forest health resilience monitoring program that establishes criteria, 
tools, and processes to monitor forest and watershed conditions, assess progress, and reassess 
strategies over time.



Goal 1
ÅConduct 1.25 million acres of scientifically sound, landscape scale, 

cross-boundary management and restoration treatments in 
priority watersheds to increase forest and watershed resilience by 
2037.

Strategies

ÅPrioritizeforest health treatments in landscapes with the highest need and relative 
risk.

ÅConduct landscape evaluations to efficiently prioritize and design forest health 
treatments toimprove forest conditions and enhance ecosystem values across  

landscapes.

ÅCoordinatetreatment activities across boundaries to maximize effectiveness.

ÅWork with forest collaborativesto build social license, address barriers, and 
leverage resources.

ÅIncrease capacityto implement landscape-scale cross boundary 
management approaches through existing authorities and programs such as GNA.



Making Landscape-Scale Restoration a Reality: 
SB 5546 Implementation

These steps will be 
done in coordination 
with local forest 
collaboratives, major 
landowners and the 
Forest Health Advisory 
Committee.



Select Planning Areas

Landscape Evaluations

Landscape Rx & Treament Areas

Appropriations Request

July August Sept - OctJan Feb March April May June

Process & Timeline



Next steps: Select planning areas 
& conduct landscape evaluations



ü Public land managers, Collaboratives, Tribes, other stakeholders

ü DNR conducts data driven prioritization to help select planning areas

ü Select 1-? planning areas per collaborative area

ü Based on combination of prioritization scores, local input and priorities, and 
agency planning efforts. 

ü Review local recommendations

ü Make statewide recommendations to Commissioner 

ü Final selection



1. Select planning areas

ü 1 or more HUC 6 watersheds

ü Data driven prioritization: HUC 6 level

Å Same framework and methods as 

HUC 5 prioritization

Å Most of the same datasets, but 

several changes and additions

Å All datasets and scores available to 

local stakeholders. Report sent to 

committee.

ü Combine with Local input

HUC 5 Prioritization from 20 Year Plan



Data Driven HUC 6 Prioritization

ü HUC 6 level, but planning areas may 
cover more than one HUC 6.

ü Same framework and methods as HUC 
5 prioritization

ü Most of the same datasets, but several 
changes and additions: Access

ü All datasets and scores available to local 
stakeholders



Tier 1: Forest Health



Tier 1: Fire Probability



Tier 1: Fire Intensity



Tier 1: Fire Risk  (Probability x Intensity)

Low Mod High



Tier 1: Climate Change ςInsect & Disease



Tier 1: Departure & Restoration Opportunity 





Habitat Condition Index

Cold Water Stream Miles in 
2040

Aquatic System 
Health

WUI

Drinking Water

Accessible Timber

Tier 2: Values at Risk + Access   

Stream Miles with Listed 
Fish

Wildlife

Number of Listed & 
Candidate Species 

Acres of Ecological 
Systems of Concern

Values at Risk           
+ Access

Slope < 35%



Tier 2: Aquatic Systems



Tier 2: WUI & Drinking Water



Tier 2: Timber Volume and Access


