




Washington Community Forestry Council Meeting
September 11, 2024
Conference Call- Teams

Members Attending: Ben Thompson, Joanna Martin, Tim Kohlhauff, Jess Stone, Ian Gray, David Bayard, 
Members Absent: Kathy Wolf
Guests: Julia Kast (DNR), Stephen Baker (USFS), Andy Tate (DNR), Dan Auerbach (DFW)
Meeting Convened: 10:34 a.m.
Welcome: Chair welcomed members. Roll was taken. 
Minutes Approved: Motion to approve minutes from previous meeting. David Bayard moved to approve. Joanna Martin seconded.  Unanimous approval. 
Agenda Approved: Motion to approve agenda. No motion to approve. 
Equity moment and anecdote
Tim, leading the equity subcommittee, introduced the idea of introducing an equity moment. This moment can be sharing a resource, moment of learning, etc. with the goal of everyone having the lens of equity approaching the committee’s business. 
Tim shared a story that was shared by a master gardener he works with. Story focused on the importance of sharing pronouns (when/if you are comfortable) to create a space where others feel comfortable to share. Focusing on what comes beyond this first step and leaning into learning. 
Call to volunteer at the next WCFC meeting to share an equity moment: Jess Stone will provide a story in November. 
Members are curious about Ben seeking information on if DNR has a land acknowledgement to review and use as a first step. 
Evergreen Community Recognition Program
Julia Kast, the Evergreen Communities Coordinator with DNR’s UCF provided an update on the development of Evergreen Community Recognition Program. The program will launch on October 1st with a kick-off event of Urban & Community Forestry Month. The program focuses on moving away from yearly applications and into a partnership and goal setting model. 
BREAK (5 MIN)
USFS Update, Federal IRA Funding ~1:00 into meeting

Building the Neighborhood for the Trees

LUNCH (30 MIN) Resumed at 12:35pm
Tree Equity Collaborative 
Michael Liang provided an update on the Tree Equity Collaborative. 
Anticipating DNR Leadership Change 
BREAK (5 MIN)
Program Update
Council Roundtable
Meeting Adjourned: 1:53 pm
Next meeting: 1st Tuesday, 
 Feb 4,5, 11, 12


Page 2 of 2

image1.png
WA WASHINGTON

COMMUNITY
A FORESTRY





