
Timber, Fish and Wildlife Policy Committee 
Thursday, March 6, 2025 // 9:00AM-PM 

In-Person: 724 Columbia St NW, 2nd Floor Conference Room 
Virtual: Zoom (Link Listed Below) 

Motions 
Motion Move/Second (Vote) 
February 2025 Meeting Notes 

Motion:  
Ken Miller moved to approve the February 2025 
meeting notes. 

The motion passed 

Seconded:  
Saboor Jawad 
Up:  
Rico Vinh, Cody Thomas, Ken Miller, Darin 
Cramer, Brandon Austin/Chris Briggs* Court 
Stanley, and Saboor Jawad. 
Absent: 
Rob Purser 

Alternative Harvest Prescription Dispute 

Motion: Chris Briggs moved in a means to 
resolve the Alternative Harvest Prescription, TFW 
Policy accept the following language.  

Part 1: Alternate Harvest Conifer Thinning 
Prescription  

Consensus was reached among all Policy 
Committee members at the February 19 mediation 
session on the following:  

“Consider the SFL conifer thinning alternate 
harvest prescription as a standard alternate plan to 
be applied for by willing landowners. DNR will 
monitor the FPAs and report to the Forest 
Practices Board on frequency and compliance  

Drop the alternate harvest conifer thinning 
prescription as an AMP project  

Recommend the Board direct staff to, when 
appropriate, form a Board Manual Section 21 
Workgroup and task the workgroup to review 
alternate plan FPAs and determine at what point, 
if at all, this recurring alternate plan will qualify 
for a template to be included in BM 21.”  

Part 2: 75-Foot Buffer Proposal  

“The 75-ft buffer prescription will be considered 
as a treatment under the 5.3.7.3 Westside Type F 
Experimental Buffer Treatment Project.” 

This motion passed 

Seconded:  
Saboor Jawad 
Up:  
Rico Vinh, Cody Thomas, Brandon Austin/Chris 
Briggs*, Saboor Jawad. 
Sideways: 
Ken Miller (Okay but concerned with follow 
through), Court Stanley (firmer commitment and 
supporting experimental treatments), Darin 
Cramer (Language weasel and doesn’t think it 
will happen), and Rob Purser (more questions 
need to be answered and just punting it to CMER) 



2025-2027 CMER Work Plan 
 
Motion: 
Rico Vinh moved to approve the concur 2025-
2027 CMER Work Plan. 
 
This motion passed 

Seconded: 
Brandon Austin 
Up: 
Rico Vinh, Cody Thomas, Ken Miller, Darin 
Cramer, Brandon Austin/Chris Briggs* Court 
Stanley, Rob Purser, and Saboor Jawad. 
 

*Department of Ecology and Department of Fish and Wildlife share one State Agency vote. 
Action Items  
Action Items Responsibility  
Lori to work with Chris and Brandon to get 
materials ready for the May Board meeting.  

Lori Clark, Chris Briggs, and Brandon Austin 

Send out new Standing Workgroup/Dispute 
monthly meeting invite. The meeting will be 
moved to the third Wednesday from 1:00PM-
5:00PM 

Natalie Church 

 

Caucus Updates 
• Court Stanley has to leave at 1:30PM for a different meeting. 

 
Staff Updates 

• Natalie began contracting with Triangle Associates to support TFW Policy with the Outside 
Science/Non-CMER Science dispute resolution process.  

• Danielle Miles was approved by the FPB as DNRs representative on CMER. 
• Dispute Resolution was initiated at CMER on the Type N Hard Rock Phase III Final Report. The 

informal meeting is scheduled on March 14.  
• Lori met with WDFW regarding the AMP science review. She asked Policy if they have input or 

feedback on what the CMER five-year peer review process as required in WAC 222-12-045(2)(f) 
would look like.  

 
Review Last Month Action Items 

• Discuss changing the date of the standing monthly meeting at the March TFW Policy meeting.   
o Added to this month’s agenda 

 
CMER Updates 
Aimee McIntyre CMER co-chair reviewed the CMER SAG Updates document and what was discussed at 
last month’s CMER meeting.  

Public Comments 
No public comments. 
 
Alternate Harvest Prescription Dispute 
Chris Briggs gave a brief explanation of the draft motion that was sent out prior to this meeting.  
Lori will present materials to communicate the resolution of the dispute to the Forest Practices Board in 
May. The mailing will be due mid-April.  
 



Change Date of Standing Monthly Workgroup/Dispute Meetings 
It was explained at last month’s TFW Policy meeting that we needed to reevaluate the standing monthly 
workgroup/dispute meeting’s date. Everyone discussed what day would work best and it was decided that 
the meeting will be moved to the third Wednesday from 1:00PM-5:00PM. 
 
CMER Work Plan Approval 
Lori shared that the 25-27 CMER Work Plan was delivered to TFW Policy in January. The Board Manual 
and the CMER PSM indicate that the CMER Work Plan establishes CMER research and monitoring 
priorities for a given fiscal year however that is not how the Work Plan has been used in the past. There is 
an effort under way to improve the timing of the development of the work plan to allow for TFW Policy 
to establish a clear process for setting program priorities to improve the communicating the high priority 
research and monitoring projects for further CMER development in the upcoming biennium.   
Compass Resource Managment is currently supporting TFW Policy in a Structured Decision Making 
(SDM) prioritization process that is intended to begin this process of ensuring that future workplans 
follow this sequence. This information was not completed in time for the 25-27 CMER Work Plan 
development. There were some improvements to the 25-27 CMER work plan: CMER and Science 
Advisory Groups (SAGs) completed a project assessment exercise to recommend withdrawn projects and 
project add-ons and these were moved to an appendix, Appendix A was updated to reflect changes and 
clarify CWA projects, and projects that were not assigned to a SAG (e.g., forest chemicals program, 
Roads project) were verified by CMER to ensure these projects are still relevant to the AMP priorities. 
TFW Policy and the Board may apply economic, legal, or other criteria before approving the final work 
plan. The Work Plan is sent to TFW Policy by January for concurrence and the PSM suggests it is sent to 
the Board for approval in May. However, the AMP has utilized the MPS as the mechanism for 
establishing and approving the Board-approved project list.  
 
Budget Workgroup 
TFW Policy requested that Lori provide information to inform discussions on project prioritization and 
MPS adjustments in response to a potential budget shortfall. She shared that the MPS Scenario 1 and 2 
were provided in the TFW Policy meeting materials as well as the budget cut implications table includes 
potential CMER scientist and AMP staff support contingency plans. As noted at the budget work group 
meeting, these potential staff support contingency notes have not been discussed with AMP staff and she 
will need to work more closely with the AMP team should there be a budget shortfall to gather more 
information on coverage and how the team can support the established priorities of the AMP program. 
Lori walked TFW Policy through the projects and provided update on status, the program priority, and 
which projects would require contracts to continue implementing.  
Darin and Court requested that TFW Policy look at how to make further cuts beyond the Scenario 2 MPS. 
Lori explained that Compass Resources Managment will support TFW Policy in a process for 
establishing the priorities and the weights that they will assign those priorities, and this will support the 
exercise for further cuts, if needed.  
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