
 
 

 
       

SMALL FOREST LANDOWNER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Notes January 21, 2025 

Present:  
WA. Farm Forestry Association (WFFA) representatives: Chair: John Henrikson, Bill Kemp, 
Phil Hess, Rich Weiss 
Tribal Representative: Jeffrey Thomas 
WA Dept. of Fish & Wildlife (WDFW) representative: Brandon Austin 
WA Dept, of Ecology (DOE) representative: Chris Briggs 
DNR: Karen Zirkle 
Additional attendees:  
DNR: Holly Haley, Todd Olson, Tom Chandler, Noah Nequette, Daniel Hevezi, John Schmeltz, 
Eric McDougal, Hollis Crapo 
 
Review  10/22/2024 SFLAC Meeting Notes  
Accepted as written. 
 
SFLO & SFLAC Updates 
Our new SFL Regulation Assistance Fish & Wildlife Biologist was recently hired and will start 
with us on February 18th. His name is Landon Shaffer, and he comes from WA Dept. of Fish & 
Wildlife where he was an Assistant Area Habitat Biologist familiar with the Hydraulic Code, 
Forest Practices Applications, the Growth Management Act, and the Shoreline Management Act.  
He has also supported forest restoration efforts in the Oak Creek Wildlife Area and the 
Teanaway Community Forest.  Landon has considerable experience with fisheries biology in the 
field having worked as an environmental resource practitioner in the Pacific Northwest since 
2014, and he also has experience in electro-shocking. We look forward to having Landon 
onboard. 
 
Roslyn Henricks, the SPS Region Regulation Assistance Forester, has recently resigned from 
DNR. Her area of coverage will be divided with Hollis’s coverage extending down to cover all 
of King County, Todd Olson will cover Pierce and Thurston Counties, and John Schmeltz will 
cover Mason and Kitsap Counties. 
 
Rich stated that following a blowdown event in a riparian zone that is on the list to be 
compensated by FREP, there is a strong need to have timber cruises completed immediately after 
the event. 
 
fpOnline Update 
The Advisory Committee would like to have demo, training, and testing updates featured once a 
month in the fpOnline newsletter. 
Questions by the Advisory Committee:  

o How can we easily see the instructions? 
o How can we conduct a pre-apps to regions? Do we print off the app and send it to 

the FP Forester? 
April 1st will start the “User Testing” phase. John H. volunteered to be a “User”. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
FREP Board Manual Sec. 17 quote: 
“At least semiannually, the department shall consult with the small forestland owner advisory 
committee established in RCW 76.13.110(4) to review landowner complaints, administrative 
processes, rule recommendations, and related issues where the department is actively seeking 
the small forestland owner advisory committee's advice on potential improved efficiencies and 
effectiveness.” 
Issue for SFLAC member discussion: 
Eric McDougal brought to the SFLAC a question about eligibility of a FREP Application. The 
area in which this application is located has had a WDFW easement on the property for 
approximately 14 years. WDFW paid for this easement which allowed harvest activities to take 
place as long as the landowners followed a written Forest Stewardship allowing this activity to 
occur. The landowner submitted a Forest Practices Application recently to harvest within the 
area encompassing the easement and was disapproved because that area was entirely located 
within a Channel Migration Zone (CMZ) where no harvest is allowed. The landowner then 
applied to have this area put into a Forestry Riparian Easement. The Advisory Committee 
responded that because the WDFW easement allowed harvest in the easement premises and was 
disapproved by Forest Practices because there was a proposed harvest, it should technically be 
eligible for a Forestry Riparian Easement. The Advisory Committee agreed this should be an 
honored FREP. Phil Hess knows the situation and the landowner well. 
 
Discussed entities that are also conducting fish barrier removal projects than FFFPP. Specifically 
large DOT projects across highways across the state. 
 
 
How to increase SFL understanding about regulation assistance forester support with 
alternate plans  
Bill Kemp brought up questions about what can we do in riparian areas?  
Where did we land on language for what we can do? 
How do we get folks to do more alternate plans? 
Could we expedite a process for allowing landowners to manage their RMZs? 
Maybe create a list of  things that may be considered? Scenarios? Common themes? Should be a 
discussion with the FR Operations Team and District Managers? 
The Committee will revisit this at the next SFLAC meeting in April. 
 
Todd Olson said that all the Regulation Assistance Foresters have been reaching out to all the 
WFFA Chapters across the state as well as the Forest Practices District meetings and discussing 
the alternate plan process and how they can help landowners navigate the alternate plan process. 
 
Meeting adjourned 
 


