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S Lower crown
characteristics

As with other rapidly growing
pioneer trees, western larch often
will form dense stands. While
larches are one of the few groups
within the pine family that do not
grow in a whorl-based manner,
young trees still develop tiers of
original branches, just as the whorl-
based pines and firs do (Figure

87). As the stand develops, lower
branches are shed as they become
shaded. Depending on the stand'’s
density, the crown base often will
recede at a rate comparable to the
height growth of the stand. As the
maturing stand thins, light is able to
penetrate below the living crown.
Larches often respond by producing
epicormic branches below the
base of the live crown. Epicormic
branches, which start from the
cambium and not from terminal
buds, often occur at the axils of
branches and twigs, the sites of old
branch wounds, or other locations
where the bark is thin (Figure 88).
The crowns of mature western
larches are often a combination of
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