
Washington State 
Kelp Research and Monitoring Workgroup 

Agenda for October 23, 2024 
nearshore@dnr.wa.gov 

Photos by Ande Fieber:  
Is bull kelp at Fox Island going, going… gone? Following a multi-decadal decline, a single stipe was 

observed in 2024. Left: apparently healthy, in strong currents (7/12). Right: Grazing damage? (8/16).  

 

 

Time Contact Topic 

1000 - 1005 Helen Berry (WA DNR) Welcome / Introduction 

1005 – 1020 
(15 min) 

Announcements  
(~5 min each) 

Max Showalter and Cynthia Harbison (DNR), update on implementation of  
Statewide Kelp and Eelgrass Conservation and Recovery Plan 

Jeff Whitty, Kelp Plan information sharing – updates and reminders 

Danielle Claar (DNR) New kelp maps available based on fixed wing imagery  

1020-1100 
(55 min) 

Rapid review of field work 
conducted in 2024 

(<2 min per presenter, <3  
slides) 

 
 

Additional time is available 
for other reports and 

discussion 

Lightning talks that present WHO did the work, WHAT data were collected, 
WHERE (map) and WHEN results are expected 

Jason Toft UW-organized snorkel surveys; Wendel Raymond WDFW-led 
small overwater structures study; Jackie S ReefCheck dive surveys; Tim 

McClure UAS surveys in CPS by DNR & Suquamish; Jeff Whitty MRC kayak 
surveys; Kari Inch PSRF and Jamestown S’Klallam work; Zach Randell Seattle 

Aquarium work;  Julia Ledbetter DNR fixed wing/ kayak/UAS monitoring. 

Linked research under bull kelp resilience/loss study: Sam Linhardt (DNR) 
monthly water sampling, summer bull kelp morphometrics/condition 

sampling; Ande Fieber (UW) continuous sensors and dive surveys; Rebecca 
Hansen (UW) sedimentation monitoring/experiments; Miranda Roethler 

(UW) biomass/morph surveys; Cathy Pfister (U Chicago) kelp performance. 

1100-1115 Alex Hochroth and Cathy 
Pfister 

Highlights of recent publication: Ammonification by kelp associated 
microbes increases ammonium availability. 

1115-1145 Alejandra Mora-Soto 
Highlights of recent publication: Back to the Past: Long-term persistence of 

bull kelp forests in the Strait of Georgia  

Additional time reserved for discussion of trends in Salish Sea 

1145-1200 Helen Berry and Bree 
Turner (workgroup hosts)  

Group discussion/vote: priorities for the WA kelp research and monitoring 
workgroup? 

Click to join Zoom meeting  Meeting ID:  5890 8094 Passcode: 591114 
WA Kelp Research and Monitoring Workgroup web page 
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