WASHINGTON STATE
Geographic Name Application

DTN ETATE Moy aryT a

Proposed Name: Sq‘\\o GUSE CY&(_K X New Name

County: léhs E'}i‘_’@"\' | Controversial Name
Township: ﬁ M Range: IQ E _ Section(s): 3 6 Name Change

Lat. l“l 5,77 | N, Long. ’ ;! L 5'0 W (Begin) ____ Location Clarification
Lat. HS %O N, Long. \"}‘ . 5, W (End) —_ Spelling Clarification
Description

fype of feature (lake, stream, etc.): SJYV f.oNn,
Jescription of feature {location, length, depth, height, size and/or area covered):

f a stream, number of months it flows on a yearly basiz \3\

s this feature identified by other names or speliings? Please list variant names:
no

1as it ever been signed, posted, or publicized? If so, when?

L Ao

4istory

Ylease provide a brief history of the feature and its immediate surroundings, this might include information on the following: 1 Nativ.
\merican: 2 First settlers; 3 Historical background pertinent to feature; 4 History on how the fand is/was used; 5 Natural disasters (floods
ires, etc.) 6 Any significant cultural events. iIf appropriate, geology, flora and fauna. Cite sources. Use additional pages if needed.

Yigin of name:

‘acommerative name, provide a brief summary ofthe ENTIRE life of the person including how andthelength of ime he/she wa:

N/K

ssociated with the proposed feature:




lustincation of Proposed Name

Nhat is the usage of feature?

'lease state why the proposed name will best serve the public interest:

10w long has the proposed name been in use? By whom?

\t\[.U\ ’\M;b( laeew iw vel

lease list all sources of information used for your research: {maps, books, articles, periodicals, etc. for background histot
slatingto proposed name)

What type of support is there for the proposed name?

ist afl groups and persons who are familiar with the proposed feature and its usage. Piease provide names, addresses, telephon
wmbers, email addresses and his/her association with knowledge of the geographic feature:

\pplication submitted by:

‘ame: (? AVL ;(lgl\lls

ddress:

J_Q.M‘j City: HQSUW\ State:lmZip: 9262 3
hone #: ng- "IQO"&QQO ll_ Email: .

t Date of Application: F&-gb. 2 ” QQBH

I am gware t?@ all information submitted is considered to be public information.
rinted Name: ALE \pRNILS

gnature: Q@i %! ) A Date: -—{ﬂ.k.._ab ;OQH




Hello

My name is Paul Poknis and | put this application together. The
following pages answer the longer questions on the application. And | have
included three maps. | am a retired contractor and my wife Patricia
Pempsey is a retired educator. We have lived on the property since 1984.
Before that we lived in BZ Corners for five years on property that the
Forest Service would eventually purchase and develop into a public [aunch
site for kayakers and rafters. If has been an economic boon for the valley
and the county.

On the public service level - | served as President of the Fordyce
Water Association for around twenty years. The Fordyce system services
the Husum area and has around two hundred */~ members. | resigned from
the board in 2013 My wife Patricia is rfrently on the school board of the
White Salmon School Ristrict.

Thank you
Mailing address: Physical address:
Paul Poknis 20 Cottonwood Lane
Box 213 Husum WA.

Husum WA. 98623

Cell# 541-490-2600 Email; dempsey@qorge.net




The Creek

I'll describe the creek and its sources. | also labeled some of the
photos to help. The blue dots on the maps are the sources of the creek - to
the best of my knowledge. The red dot is the outlet into the White Salmon
River. The black dot is our homesite. The creek has a main channel and a
north and a south fork. There are also several seeps’. The main channel is
six feet across as it runs through our land. Its ‘headwaters’ are the pasture
lands just south of Fordyce Road. When there is snow on the ground there
will be a three foot wide green strip with water flowing. Canadien Geese
can be seen there. It then flows through a stand of Aspen which are rare in
our valley.

The north fork joins the main channel down at the west end of our
land where the swamp starts. At this point it has been a swamp for a few
hundred feet. I1's source is another spring located near our driveway at the
northeast corner of our land.

The south fork joins the main channel about halfway through our
land. Although there is some swampland just above this spot, it lows asa
small ereek here. And just down ereek from this confluence the main channel
will enter the White Salmon Wild and Seenic River corridor. The source of
the South fork is up in the hills on the east side of the valley and is where |
marked as the beginning spot. That would be the one that might have to
move, The original Fordyce Spring is somewhere in This drainage. This ereek
with its tributaries is the only one that flows across the valley before
joining the White Salmon River. As such it is a good runway for animals.
There may be 5+ miles in the creek’s watershed.

After the creek leaves our property it becomes a swamp for a few
hundred feet before narrowing again through a grove of about 30+ Qregon
Ash {some at 16°+ diameter) which are very rare east of the River -
probably the only stand’ on the east side. When it gets to within fifty feet
of the River it makes a 90 degree turn north into a small shelter pool
before joining the White Salmon River. The river af this point is about a one
quarter mile stretch of prime Salmon habitat - perfect for depositing their
egas. This is the end’ spot for the creek.



Forest History:

1 have always known this to be a former Schoolhouse Forty forest. We
learned that from the logging brothers who sold us the property. Owned
and logged by the state for the benefit of the local school distriet. It was
sold (1960°s?) to the adjacent landowner {80 acres) along the White Salmon
River. The entire parcel of 120 acres was then sold to the two logging
brothers who removed some timber and then sold 20 and 40 acre parcels
around 1980 - when we purchased our property. The only reason the forest
along the creek is still standing is because it was never clear cut. The forest
is surrounded by pastureland. There was a homestead in a meadow just
west of our property line - out along south side of the swamp. Those folks
built too close to the ereek and all that is left now are two apple trees and
the rusted hulk of a car from that era - and maybe a few remnants of the
house down over the bank. The only section of access road to the
homestead from the highway that is still intact runs the length of our
{and. It runs along the hill on the south side of the creek. If has been plowed
vider out in the pastureland.

I have photographed over one hundred varieties of Mushrooms
including all the good eating ones. All the woodland flowers are here in
abundance. And we even have both types of poison oak - the dry shrub and
the wet vine. There is a spot along the creek where an Qak tree is growing
just a few feet from a Yew tree. And there are Cedar ail around them.

This is a very healthy forest and already has some of the biggest
trees in the valley. The Ponderosa Pine | list hasn't plated out yet so at 44
inches it is still vigorously growing. The dug fir is true old growth. Two to
three foot growth leaders are common in the forest. Tallest trees arein the
150°* range.

This application is to name a creek but the forest along it is a very
important part of the story.



Forest composition in order of predominance:

Pug Fir at 70Z+/lup to 48 diameter), Red Cedar{up to 36 diameter),
Ponderosa Pinelup to 44° diameter), 6rand Fir{up to 30" diameter),
Yew(about 20 trees up to 16" diameter)and 1 Sequoia
planted in 1989 and doing very well

Oak, Big Leaf Maple, Cherry, Cottonwood, Pacific Willow,
Pogwood and one Oregon Ash located along the main channel about
halfway through the property
Vine Maple, Hazelnut, Mock orange,

Animals that follow the ecreek and/or live in the forest:

Black Bear{the den is down along the north side of the creek along the
swamp close to the White Salmon River), Cougar, Bobeat, Coyote, Turkey,
Elk, Peer, Raccoon, Possum, River Otter, trout, crawdads, freshwater ¢lams

Predominate larger birds:

Red Tailed Hawk, Turkey Vulture, Pileated Woodpecker, Great Horned
Owl, Short Eared Owl, a very small Owl, Peregrine Falcon, Sage Grouse,
Quail, Crows/Ravens and | once watched a Bald Eagle fly up from the ereek
just below our home, and an occasional Qsprey from their nest along the
White Salmon River just upstream from where the creek comes in



©

Support:

Friends of the White Salmon is a local environmental group that was
established in 1976 or so in reaction to the local PUP's attempts to what
essentially would be the killing of the White Salmon River with a series of
dams - with an earthen reservoir just above the town of Trout Lake that
would forever threaten the town and the entire White Salmon valley.
Because of the efforts of this organization and a lot of other residents of
the valley it never happened. With the removal of Condit dam it is now a
free flowing river from its source on Mt. Adams to the Columbia River.
Kayakers and rafters have brought an economic resurgence to the valley.

Members of the group are familiar with our forest from being on our
property. Best way to contact them is through their website. Pat Arnold

would be your contact.
friendsofthewhitesalmon.org

Our friend and neighbor Bruce Monk owns the northern half of the
Schoolhouse Forty. The North fork is mostly on his property. He is a retired
National Marine Fisheries biologist. He likes the idea. All | have is his home

Phone #
1-509-493-3774

The wneighbor on our eastern property line who owns property along
the ereek is also a retired National Marine Fisheries biologist. | havent
spoken with him about this but | think he would support this - as would the
rest of my neighbors along Fordyce Road.

Our last selective cut was about ten years ago. And | think it was at
this time that | stood with three men from UNR ete. af the junction of the
south fork and main channel. At that time the south fork was an F stream
but the main channel was an ‘N’. But one of the men changed it to an F on
the spot - if [ recall correctly.



Value to the public:

| feel that this forest and the creek that runs through it should not
be just the privy of whomever is living in the house. This forest has a
history of state (public) ownership which was well managed and which is
why it is the diverse forest that it is today. And it is a place that | feel
could be shared for edueational purposes.

So naming the ereek is the first step and ‘Schoolhouse Creek’ seemed
appropriate. And maybe in the future the forest could be called the
‘Schoolhouse Natural Area’ - or something like thaf. Our homesife sits
above the creek and forest on just a few acres. So 19 acrest are available
for the local school districts for field frips - maybe a photo or science club
kind of thing at first. Over the years we have opened up and maintained the
game trails and the old and wider logging roads that had become
overgrown. So there is quite an extensive trail system in place.

This spring we are planning a selective cut on the upper few acres
along our driveway and arovnd our home. We will be favoring the older
trees for the most part. This will open up the upper forest to more sunlight.
And some trees will be removed for safety purposes. This will be the third
time 20 years that we have had a selective cut up above. The rest of the
property is off limits.

So this forest will need maintenance over the years and I'm stil
thinking on that. We can maintain it while we're around. There is a scenario
where the house can be rented out and some of that money ¢an go info
maintenance of the property and house - or something like that. We could
even favor an educator as a renter. And they could do the rovtine yard
work like any renter would. But first things first and this is the first thing.

Like | said there are only a few acres of ‘vsable’ land up above. The
rest is off limits. So, no matter who lives in the house the forest is just
going to grow older and older. It’s already well on its way. And the ¢reek
completes the picture of a miniature northwest forest. And thereis a fot
that can be learned here. Thank you.

Paul Poknis
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Comments

Received



Hello...my name is Paul Poknis and I am sending
along some more support information for my
application to name a creek that runs through
our property ‘Schoothouse Creek’. The
landowners along the future Schoolhouse Creek
have agreed to work together with the
Underwood Conservation District to create a
Conservation area along the creek. I have good
neighbors. Also...years ago I found

some ‘pearl mussels’ in our creek. Didnt think
much of it at the time. We even named that
part of the creek ‘clam creek’. I know they are
endangered and I will be searching our creek

for more.

So thank you
Paul Poknis



Hello neighbor... my name is Pavl Poknis and | live on Cottonwood Lane just south
of Husum Wa,

| have a request in with the "Washington State Committee on Geographic Names'.
We would like to name the ereek that runs through our property. The proposed name is
‘Sehoolhouse Creek’. This ereek is rated ‘F because it supports a local trout population. It
runs through the length of our property on its way to the White Salmon River - which
israted 'S’ for its Salmon population. The proposed name is in recognition of the history
of our property as the southern half of a ‘Schoolhouse Forty’ - a forty acre forest that
was managed by the Washington State Pepartment of Natural Resources and set aside
to generate revenve for the local White Salmon School Distriet. And becavse of that,
the property was never clear cut and there is now an ancient forest in the making.
Trees already in the 36 to 48 inch diameter range and many are approaching 175 and
more in height. The forest around the creek is a miniature version of a northwest
forest with all the local tree species and some not found anywhere else in the valley
like a good stand of Oregon Ash. The main branch of the ereek runs through a grove of
Aspen on its way to the river. And | have counted over twenty Yew trees along the
creek.

On April 4th there will be a meeting in Olympia to discuss my request. They
already like my idea and | told them 1 would send along a support letter from my friends
and neighbors. This is the first step to making Schoolhouse Creek and the forest around
it a protected area available in the future for educational purposes for our local school
distriets. By signing this you are saying you like the idea of naming this creek
‘Sehoolhouse creek’. Thank you.

Printed name Signature rrralints
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Hello neighbor... my name is Paul Poknis and | live on Cottonwood Lane just south
of Husum Wa.

| have a request in with the "Washington State Committee on Geographic Names'.
We would like to name the creek that runs through our property. The proposed name is
‘Schoolhouse Creek’. This ereek is rated 'F because it supports a local trout population. It
runs through the length of our property on its way to the White Salmon River - which
israted ‘S’ for its Salmon population. The propos.d name is in recognition of the history
of our property as the southern half of a ‘Schoclhouse Forty’ - a forty acre forest that
was managed by the Washington State Pepartment of Natural Resources and set aside
to generate revenue for the local White Salmon School Ristrict. And because of that,
the property was never clear cut and there is now an ancient forest in the making.
Trees already in the 36 to 48 inch diameter range and many are approaching 17% and
more in height. The forest around the ereek is a miniature version of a northwest
forest with all the loeal tree species and some not found anywhere else in the valley
like a good stand of Oregon Ash. The main braneh of the creek runs through a grove of
Aspen on its way to the river. And | have counted over twenty Yew trees along the
creek.

On April 4th there will be a meeting in Olympia to discuss my request. They
already like my idea and | told them 1 would send along a support letter from my friends
and neighbors. This is the first step to making Sehoolhouse Creek and the forest around
it a protected area available in the future for edueational purposes for our local school
districts. By signing this you are saying you like the idea of naming this ereek
‘Schoolhouse ereek’. Thank you.

Printed name Signature extrainfo
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Hello neighbor... my name is Paul Poknis and | live on Cotfonwood Lane just south
of Husum Wa.

I have a request in with the "Washington State Committee on Geographic Names',
We would like to name the creek that runs through our property. The proposed name is
‘Schoolhouse Creek’. This ereek is rated ‘F because it supports a local trout population. It
runs through the length of our property on its way to the White Salmon River - which
israted 'S’ for its Salmon population. The proposed name is in recognition of the history
of our property as the southerwn half of a ‘Schoolhouse Forty’ - a forty acre forest that
was managed by the Washington State Pepartment of Natural Resources and set aside
to generate revenve for the local White Salmon School Ristrict. And because of that,
the property was never clear cut and there is now an ancient forest in the making.
Trees already in the 36 to 48 inch diameter range and many are approaching 175 and
more in height. The forest around the creek is a miniature version of a northwest
forest with all the local tree species and some not found anywhere else in the valley
like a good stand of Oregon Ash. The main branch of the ereek runs through a grove of
Aspen on its way to the river. And | have counted over twenty Yew trees along the
creek.

On April 4th there will be a meeting in Olympia to discuss my request. They
already like my idea and | fold them | would send along a support letter from my friends
and neighbors. This is the first step to making Schoolhouse Creek and the forest around
it a protected area available in the future for educational purposes for our local school
districts. By signing this you are saying you like the idea of naming this creek
‘Sehoolhouse creek’. Thank you.

Printed name Signature extrainfo
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