WASHINGTON STATE
Geographic Name Application

X

Proposed Name:  Kari's Bog _~ _New Name
County: King Controversial Name
Township:__ 26N Range: 6E Section(s): SW-SW27, NW -SW27 Name Change

Lat. 47 deg, 41' 56.832" N, Long.122 deg, 1', 14.388" v (Begin) ____ Location Clarification
| at. 47 deg, 42' 41.112" N, Long. 122 deg, 2', 49.044" W (End) Spelling Clarification
Description

Bog

Type of feature (lake, stream, etc.):
Description of feature (location, length, depth, height, size and/or area covered): The subject wetland is a peat bog
of approximately 80 acres in the Redmond Ridge area. It overlaps the boundary between the Redmond
Watershed Preserve and the Trilogy at Redmond Ridge development, 67 of the acres lies within Trilogy. The
depth ranges several feet. The surface height ranges from 534.0 to 535.7 feet above sea level

If a stream, number of months it flows on a yearly basis: N/A

Is this feature identified by other names or spellings? Please list variant names: BBCA44 (Big Bear Creek 44), listed in
the King County Wetlands Inventory, Volume 1, North. The portion of the bog on Trilogy property is listed as
VS 10, (Verification Study 10) in the 1993 document DEIS Blakely Ridge MPD, Wetland Study April 1993.

Has it ever been signed, posted, or publicized? If so, when?__The name has been in public use since the installation

of the granite memorial plague on the overlook platform in 2004. The King County trail segment alongside the
bog is named on sineage and maps produced by Trilogy since at least 2006 and currently on All Street maps.

History

Please provide a brief history of the feature and its immediate surroundings, this might include information on the following: 1 Native
American; 2 First settlers; 3 Historical background pertinent to feature; 4 History on how the land is/was used; 5 Natural disasters (floods,

fires, etc.) 6 Any significant cultural events. If appropriate, geology, flora and fauna. Cite sources. Use additional pages if needed.
Origin of name:_The proposed name derives from a dedicated public servant, Karin Osterhaug, who was working

as an environmental scientist for the King County Department of Natural Resources from June of 1999 until her

untimely death in January of 2003. She first noticed the bog on a helicopter flyover, noting iits simiarity to a
known bog nearby. She set about proving that it was a bog and spent much of her own time researching and

recruiting bog experts in support of her cause. She was successful in proving the bog status and influencing how
this valuable resource would be protected for the future.

Ifacommerative name, provide a brief summary of the ENTIRE life of the personincludinghow and the length of time he/she was

associated with the proposed feature: See attachment.
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KARI'S BOG DESCRIPTION

The wetland known as Kari’s bog is a sphagnum bog approximately 80 acres in size
located in the Redmond Ridge area of King County, Washington. It overlaps the
boundary between the Redmond Watershed Preserve and the Trilogy at Redmond
Ridge Urban Planned Development, approximately 67 of the 80 acres lying within
Trilogy. It was identified as BBC-44 in the King County Wetland Inventory and in the
Trilogy UPD baseline work and was classified as a King County Class | wetland,
equivalent to a State WDOE Category | wetland. The County had not initially recognized
its unique bog characteristics. It had previously been identified as VS10 in survey work
in the late 1980’s, including those done by Raedeke and Associates.

The proposed name derives from a dedicated public servant, Karin Osterhaug , who
was working as an environmental scientist for the King County Department of Natural
Resources from June of 1999 until her untimely death in January of 2003. Karin was
assigned to various tasks in the Bear Creek drainage and first noticed the bog on a
helicopter flyover, noting its similarity to a known bog nearby. She set about proving that
it was a bog and spent much of her own time researching and recruiting bog experts in
support of her cause. She was successful in proving the bog status and influencing how
this valuable resource would be protected for the future.




MAPS AND NAMING OF THE BOG

Initial naming of the bog was “Big Bear Creek 44” in the at least as early as 1980, in the
King County Wetlands Inventory, Volume 1 North 1990. The inventory includes 65
wetlands in the Big Bear Creek sub-basin. That name remains in use. Extracted below
is the relevant photo from that reference. Note that the North arrow is to the left.

Photo Date: 05/01/80 Inventory Date: 07/08/81 N = Sscale: 1*=1000°

WETLAND: Big Bear Creek 44| COMMUNITY
PLAN AREA: Bear Creek

In preparation for the Trilogy development, a survey was conducted of all wetlands
within the development boundary. These all appear in the document “Draft
Environmental Impact Statement. Blakely Ridge Master Development Plan (MDP)
Appendix G. Wetland Study 1993.” These data were used to design the planned
development with respect to layout of homeowner lots, golf course fairways, roads, and
common properties. The wetlands were named using “Verification Study” (VS)
numbers. VS 10 is the wetland which coincides with wetland BBC 44. The survey data
collected for VS 10 was measured in 1988 through 1991.The EIS was surveyed for only
the properties within the development boundaries, so the Preserve was not included.
The best estimate of the extent of Kari’s Bog is 67 acres of VS 10 in Trilogy plus 17
acres of BBC 44, which lies within the Preserve.



Below are a couple clips from the King Couty iMap
(https://gismaps.kingcounty.gov/iMap/) using the BBC44 and VS 10 data on Standard
Base and on Aerial 2021 base maps.



https://gismaps.kingcounty.gov/iMap/

The King County iMap also has “Open Street Map” as a base map. Kari's Bog is
named on that base map. See the map clips below. The wetland extent is 36 acres,
less than half of Kari’'s Bog detailed in BBC 44 and VS 10.

TRILOGY’S RECOGNITION OF KARI'S EFFORTS

Trilogy, recognizing the recreational value of the bog to the community, constructed an
access trail and a wetland overlook platform which includes a sign educating the public
about the unique characteristics that define a bog community. This is the only public
access to the wetland. Trilogy also supported Karin’s family in placing a granite
memorial plaque on the platform in 2004. The trilogy trail guide signage indicates “Kari’s
Bog Trail.”



Kari’s Bog overlook.

Interpretive signage.



Memorial plaque.

Trail signage on all trails.



Standard Trilogy trail map, identifying Kari’'s Bog



Periodic visits are made to Kari’'s Bog by UW Women’s Crew and residents of
Edmonds, where Kari grew up. Below are photos of Crew visits at the bog and
Edmonds residents.



HISTORY OF THE AREA AND DEVELOPMENTS

Archeologists have found evidence of Native Americans in the Redmond area from
6000 years ago (Burke Museum). The first European settlers arrived in the 1870s and
claimed homesteads to farm along the Sammamish River. Settlers also built farms
along the Snoqualmie River in the valley to the east of Redmond. The area quickly
became a logging center. Flat-bottomed steamboats shipped logs and produce in the
Sammamish and Snoqualmie rivers.

The Seattle, Lake Shore and Eastern Railway at Fall City arrived in 1889 and built a
station in Redmond. The logging industry expanded significantly. During this time, the
railroad land grant system was well underway. The Weyerhaeuser Company was one of
the biggest beneficiaries of the railroad land grants and purchased 1500 acres of
timberland known as Novelty Hill near Redmond, Washington. The City of Redmond
was officially incorporated in 1912 with 303 residents.

Weyerhaeuser holds millions of acres of timberland. Much of the US timber holdings are
based on huge purchases from Hill's Northern Pacific Railroad land grant, including
300,000 acres in Wisconsin and Minnesota, 1,500,000 acres in Washington, and
500,000 acres in Oregon. As Weyerhaeuser's timberland was cut and as small towns
grew and expanded into the surrounding countryside, Weyerhaeuser began developing
the real estate potential of its lands.

Quadrant, the main developer of Trilogy, is a subsidiary of Weyerhaeuser Real Estate
Company. When acquired by Weyerhaeuser in 1969, Quadrant was the largest
developer in the Pacific Northwest. According to the Seattle Daily Journal of Commerce
(Feb. 13, 1989), Quadrant built more than 5,000 houses in the Seattle area between
1969 and 1989.

The land comprising the Redmond Wetland Preserve, which is now the largest park
within the city of Redmond (800 acres), was purchased by the city beginning in 1926 to
create a water supply, but the water quality never met the state standards. Alternate
proposed uses over the years included an airport, a golf course, and an industrial park.
Eventually the city approved a master plan that called for protecting the watershed’s
ecosystem. Recreation and education were declared to be of secondary importance.
The official opening as a Redmond City Park occurred in the Fall of 1997.

LIFE HISTORY OF KARIN OSTERHAUG

Karin Osterhaug was born on April 4, 1971 in Seattle. She grew up and attended public
schools in Edmonds, Washington. She then studied at the University of Washington
from 1989 till 1984, graduating with a Bachelor of Science in zoology, followed by four
years of field bird research, including six months in Panama with the Smithsonian
Tropical Research Institute. After completing a Wetlands Science and Management
Certification Course at the U of W in 1999, she was employed by the King County
Department of Natural Resources as an Environmental Scientist until her death in



January 2003. Karin first became interested in this wetland in 2000 and initiated her
effort to reclassify it as a bog in 2001.

JUSTIFICATION OF PROPOSED NAME

This feature is protected as a Natural Resource Protection Area (NRPA) adjacent to the
Trilogy Golf Course and partially within the Redmond Wetland Preserve. The protected
status resulted from the effort and dedication of Karin Osterhaug. With the viewing
access provided by the trail and overlook platform constructed by Trilogy, the bog is
ideal for bird and wildlife viewing and for general relaxation and reflection. An email
addressed to “Tweeters,” a bird watching group associated with the U of W, indicates
the perceived value to birders.

The name promotes public interest in the bog by relating it to a person instrumental in
achieving its protected status. The name has been in public use since the installation of
the granite memorial plaque on the overlook platform in 2004. It was used informally by
Karin’s colleagues at King County since 2001.

PERSONS FAMILIAR WITH KARI'S BOG

Indy Crowley

Bord of Directors President

Trilogy at Redmond Ridge

Cascade Club/Trilogy at Redmond Ridge
23225 N. E. Green’s Crossing Road
Redmond, WA 98053

PH: (425) 216-1351

Email: indycrowley@associationmatters.com

Scott Haase

Bord of Directors Secretary

Trilogy at Redmond Ridge

Cascade Club/Trilogy at Redmond Ridge

23225 N. E. Green’s Crossing Road

Redmond, WA 98053

PH: (425) 216-1351

Email: scotthaase@associationmatters.com

Scott was chair of the Forest Stewardship Committee, in 2023

Kate O’Laughlin
Now retired
Former Supervising Environmental Scientist
King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks

10


mailto:scotthaase@associationmatters.com

Ph: (206) 714-1134
Email: kathleen.olaughlin@gmail.com

Hans Berge
Senior Aquatic Scientist
Cramer Fish Sciences
7525 NE Ambassador PI., Suite C
Portland, OR 97220
Ph: (503) 446-5942
Email: hans.berge@fishsciences.net
Hans was a Former Senior Ecologist
Co-worker of Kari at the
King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks

Mason Bowles

King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks
201 S. Jackson St. / Suite 600

Seattle, WA 98104

Ph: 206-477-4651

Email: mason.bowles@kingcounty.gov

Jennifer (Jo) Wilhelm

King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks
201 S. Jackson St. / Suite 600

Seattle, WA 98104

Ph: 206-477-4849

Elizabeth Ritzenthaler

Senior Ecologist at DNRP, worked with Kari
Now a Veterinarian

904 Bull Road

Ellensburg, WA 98926

Cell phone: 509 432-9113

Peter Holte

City of Redmond

Public Works Department
15670 N.E. 85th St.
Redmond, WA 98052

Ph: (425) 556-2822

Email: pholte@redmond.gov

1



Application submitted by:
Marth Christensen

13131 234" CT NE

Redmond, WA 98053

Ph: (206) 715-7410

Email: marth1941@yahoo.com
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From: Bowles, Mason

To: DNR RE BOGN
Subject: Kari"s Bog
Date: Friday, September 27, 2024 7:31:36 AM

External Email

Greetings,

I strongly support the renaming of Big Bear Creek 44 wetland to "Kari's Bog." | knew Kari as
a friend and as a wetland scientist of uncommon dedication. Her efforts contributed to the
recognition and preservation of this unique and rare ecological feature.

Mason Bowles

Mason Bowles, P.W.S.| Senior Ecologist

Watershed and Ecological Assessment Team | Habitat Restoration Unit | Water and Land Resources
Division

King County Department of Natural Resources & Parks

201 S. Jackson Street |Suite 5600 |Seattle, WA 98104-3855

P 206.477.4651 |M 206.423.3614

mason.bowles@kingcounty.gov

Book time with Bowles, Mason

Get Outlook for i0OS


mailto:Mason.Bowles@kingcounty.gov
mailto:bogn@dnr.wa.gov
mailto:mason.bowles@kingcounty.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foutlook.office.com%2Fbookwithme%2Fuser%2F9ef2ef0f539b47e18a62266b4c0d280b%40kingcounty.gov%3Fanonymous%26ep%3Dpcard&data=05%7C02%7Cbogn%40dnr.wa.gov%7Cae528a57d012474dbe1e08dcdf01160b%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638630442962348700%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yj8dp7XPt4ucAo7jF1PCPsF2ZhyzxF2b51rLKY657Bo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2Fo0ukef&data=05%7C02%7Cbogn%40dnr.wa.gov%7Cae528a57d012474dbe1e08dcdf01160b%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638630442962367680%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mRj%2BjX%2FnrCdgxwvLdWITSZ0zA%2Ff9MbFogeex1kn0JyY%3D&reserved=0

From: Hans Berge

To: DNR RE BOGN
Subject: Kari"s Bog
Date: Friday, September 27, 2024 9:12:48 AM

External Email

Good morning,

This letter is in support of the renaming of wetland BBC 44 (Big Bear Creek #44) to Kari’s Bog.
Kari Osterhaug was a colleague of mine at King County DNR. She had a background in wildlife,
having done research in Washington, Montana, and Belize, as well as holding a B.S. in Wildlife
and a professional certificate in Wetlands from the University of Washington. At King County
she worked on an urban planned development project in the Bear Creek Basin. While
conducting surveys, she noticed that the classification of BBC 44 had been overlooked by
multiple people over the 10 years of the project and it was actually a bog, and required more
protection. She began collective extensive data there, and | went out there on numerous trips
with her to support that effort. The data proved valuable, and the protection was given. After
the development was completed the residents began referring to it as “Kari’s Bog” in signage,
maps, conversation, etc. Kari Osterhaug died tragically in 2003.

While this request may seem insignificant to the Board, it is important to the residents in the
community, her former colleagues, as well as friends and family. Please take the relatively
small step in approving the name change from a bureaucratic designation of BBC 44 to “Kari’s
Bog” to recognize the legacy of Kari in protecting this important feature.

Hans Berge
Olympia, Washington


mailto:hans.berge@fishsciences.net
mailto:bogn@dnr.wa.gov

October 3, 2024

Jo Opdyke Wilhelm
Seattle, Washington

Dear Mr. Gardner,

I never knew Kari, but when | was hired by King County’s Water and Land Resources Division, | continued
much of her work. This included vegetation, water quality, and amphibian survey monitoring at streams

and wetlands of the Trilogy and Redmond Ridge Urban Planned Developments from 2005 to 2011. Kari’s

bog was one of the wetlands | studied, and | strongly support the official naming of Kari’s bog.

Sincerely,





