
The Nisqually River Foundation, the Nisqually Tribe, the 

Nisqually Land Trust, and the Northwest Natural Resource Group 

are exploring a payment program for watershed-based ecosystem 

services that links private-forest landowner actions 

with improvements to water quality and quantity within the 

Nisqually Watershed. 

HEALTHY FORESTED WATERSHEDS
Resilient forest ecosystems provide clean and ample water to 

residents within, and often beyond, their watersheds. They also 

provide high-quality habitat for fi sh and wildlife, especially 

salmon. It’s in everyone’s interest to protect these ecosystems, 

and in 2010 the Washington State Legislature directed the state’s 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to explore the creation 

of ecosystem-service markets, which can provide new income to 

landowners willing to protect their forests at levels beyond 

those currently required by law. 

Under a grant from the Department of Commerce, and in 

cooperation with DNR, we are developing a pilot project that 

connects water utilities or others who have funds to purchase 

watershed services (buyers) and quantifi able actions that forest 

landowners (sellers) can take to improve water quality and 

quantity. This project is an extension of our previous work 

in the Nisqually Watershed. 
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Sellers would be paid to provide watershed services such as 
protection for salmon habitat and drinking water supply, that 
maintain and improve overall water quality and quantity —
especially cool temperatures, low sedimentation, beneficial  
timing of flow, protection of groundwater-recharge areas, and  
pollution prevention.
 

WHO ARE POTENTIAL SELLERS? 
Private forest landowners willing to take actions important for maintaining  
or restoring water quality, such as: 
• avoiding conversion to non-forest uses (especially impervious surfaces)
• increasing or maintaining buffer widths around aquatic and  

groundwater-recharge areas that are larger than required by regulation
• replanting trees along streams to create shade sooner than would  

be possible through natural propagation 
• reducing timber harvest where water temperature and sediment  

are issues

WHO ARE POTENTIAL BUYERS? 
Interested parties might be: 
• municipal water utilities and other such agencies with an interest  

in drinking-water quantity and quality
• landowners and others at risk of future increases in water-quality  

regulations
• entities whose activities reduce salmon-habitat function and want  

to voluntarily offset or otherwise mitigate those activities
• organizations and individuals with both an interest in salmon-habitat 

quality and the means to help restore or protect existing habitat

The project team is developing guidelines for ecosystem-services transactions and will assist buyers and sellers.

Contact 
Justin Hall, Executive Director, Nisqually River Foundation
360.438.8715 or justin@nisquallyriver.org

Our Goal 

Complete a pilot transaction  

between at least one buyer and 

one seller by early 2013 —  

a pilot that has broader application  

within the Nisqually Watershed  

and, eventually, other parts of the state.


