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FOREST PRACTICES BOARD  
COMMITTEE ON WATERSHED ANALYSIS MASS WASTING PRECRIPTIONS 

January 8, 2010 
Natural Resources Building  

Olympia, Washington  
 

Committee Members Present:  
David Herrera, General Public Member 
Norm Schaaf, General Public Member  
Sherry Fox, General Public Member/Independent Logging Contractor (participated by telephone) 
Tom Laurie, Designee for Director, Department of Ecology  
 
Board Staff:  
Chuck Turley, Deputy Supervisor for Regulatory Programs 
Darin Cramer, Forest Practices Division Manager 
Julie Sackett, Forest Practices Assistant Division Manager  
Marc Engel, Acting Forest Practices Assistant Division Manager 
Paddy O’Brien, Senior Assistant Attorney General 
Sherri Felix, Forest Practices Policy Analyst 
 
Committee Recommendations to the Board  
Committee member Norm Schaaf presented his updated draft recommendations list to the rest of the 
Committee: 

Consensus Recommendations of the  
Forest Practices Board Committee 

 Whereas, the Washington Forest Practices Board (Board) formed the Committee to make 
recommendations to the Board regarding the use of Watershed Analysis and implementation of 
Watershed Analysis prescriptions by landowners and the Washington Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR); and 
  
 Whereas, the Committee, after undertaking a review of these matters, now makes the following 
consensus recommendations for Board consideration and adoption: 
 
1. The Committee recommends that the Board support the continued use of Watershed Analysis 
prescriptions. 
 
2. The Committee recommends that consistent with the direction provided by DNR in an email to 
the DNR Regions dated November 30, 2009, DNR should implement a process with effected 
landowners for delineating specific and non-specific Watershed Analysis prescriptions. 
 
3. The Committee recommends that the Board request the presentation of findings from five year 
reviews that have been completed. 
 
4. The Committee recommends that holders of federal Incidental Take Permits (ITPs) that 
incorporate Watershed Analysis and permit the use of mass wasting prescriptions based upon Watershed 
Analysis should maintain Class IV exceptions that currently exist under law. 
 
5. The Committee recommends that to the extent permitted by law, and excepting Watershed 
Analysis reviews performed under (4) above, for watersheds in which DNR determines that a Watershed 
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Analysis review is necessary under WAC 222-22-090(4), forest practices applications may be 
conditioned during the review of an existing Watershed Analysis. 
 
6. The Committee recommends that DNR establish a process and priority system to formally 
determine if Watershed Analysis reviews are necessary. 

 
7. The Committee recommends that DNR review the process and qualifications for certification of 
individuals conducting watershed analysis and consider the use of licensed engineering geologist as 
qualification for certification.   
 
8. The Committee recommends that DNR establish a process by which landowners that do not wish 
to continue to utilize Watershed Analysis prescriptions may instead use standard forest practices rules. 
The DNR will classify such forest practice applications based on WAC 222-16-050(1)(d)(i). 
 
9. The Committee recommends that Board continue to utilize CMER research, other studies, and 
monitoring efforts to inform them on the use of Watershed Analysis, and that the Board continue to 
support completion of Watershed Analysis studies that are currently underway. 
  
Committee Discussion 
The Committee discussion involved the following:   
• The recommendations are specific to watershed analysis mass wasting prescriptions. So, the 5-year 

reviews would concentrate on mass wasting. 
• The majority landowner in the watershed would conduct the 5-year review. If DNR is the majority 

landowner, then DNR would conduct the review with the assistance of other landowners. 
• Watershed analysis mass wasting prescriptions not yet reviewed are the prescriptions of concern.  
• Habitat Conservation Plans (HCP):  Bill Vogel, US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), provided a 

letter to DNR dated January 8, 2010 supporting continued use of Watershed Analyses and related 
mass wasting prescriptions incorporated into federal ITPs . Mr. Vogel noted that USFWS and the 
National Marine Fisheries Service agrees that these ITPs are working well, and that such  measures 
provide a high level of protection for natural resources.  

• The review of watershed analysis mass wasting prescriptions that are not part of a federal ITP should 
be prioritized, looking first at those that have been implemented and not recently reviewed.  

• The qualifications for conducting reviews of mass wasting prescriptions should be the same as the 
rule definition of a “qualified expert”. 

• The Committee indicated general consensus concerning the recommendations provided by Norm 
Schaaf, and thanked Schaaf for his work summarizing the Committee’s agreements. 
 

The Committee requested staff review the recommendations based on the Committee’s discussion and 
identify rule changes and/or other actions that would be necessary to implement them, by the next 
Committee meeting. 
 
Staff requested the opportunity to review the proposed Consensus Recommendations in more detail. 
 
The Committee agreed to meet again on January 20. The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Executive Session 
None. 


