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Small Forest Landowner Advisory Committee Meeting 
Notes 

June 27, 2013 
 

 
Present: Vic Musselman (chair), Phil Hess, Ken Miller, Mark Hicks, Michelle Peterschick, Tami 
Miketa, Heather Hansen  
 
Vic introduced Heather Hansen who is the new policy representative for WFFA. She is taking a 
portion of Rick Dunning’s old duties.  Welcome Heather! 
 
The meeting began with the review of the April 24th SFLAC meeting notes. There were no 
suggested changes to the notes. The SFLAC appreciated that they went out so quickly after the 
meeting. 
 
Review of Open Public Meetings Law 
Tami referenced two RCW’s relating to open public meetings: 
RCW 42.30.010 
Legislative declaration  
The legislature finds and declares that all public commissions, boards, councils, committees, 
subcommittees, departments, divisions, offices, and all other public agencies of this state and 
subdivisions thereof exist to aid in the conduct of the people's business. It is the intent of this 
chapter that their actions be taken openly and that their deliberations be conducted openly. 
 
RCW 42.30.030 
Meetings declared open and public   
All meetings of the governing body of a public agency shall be open and public and all persons 
shall be permitted to attend any meeting of the governing body of a public agency, except as 
otherwise provided in this chapter. 
 
The SFLAC meeting is considered a meeting that is open to the public.  The committee needs to 
make sure that information or documentation regarding committee issues needs to be 
distributed to all committee members to ensure all members are well informed and prepared 
for the next meeting. Any substantive comments that are a part of an action of the committee 
must be distributed to all committee members. The committee members agreed that Tami 
Miketa should be included in any distribution of materials to make sure all committee members 
have the same information. 
 
RTI Database Update 
DNR is preparing a grant proposal to update the RTI database through the State and Private 
Forestry FY 2014 Western Competitive Resource Allocation Project. This was one out of about 8 
proposals Aaron Everett, DNR Deputy Supervisor for Forest Practices, selected DNR to submit 
through this grant process. The small forest landowner caucus of the SFLAC offered to submit a 
letter of support through WFFA to be included in the grant proposal . The deadline to submit 
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proposals is September 30, 2013.  The SFLO will keep the SFLAC informed regarding the status 
of the proposal. DNR also needs to find a process to keep this dataset updated in to the future. 
 
SFLO Demographic Report to the Legislature 
The SFLO Demographic Report to the Legislature is in draft form and is being reviewed by 
management.  The SFLAC would like to see the report before it gets distributed to the 
legislature. 
 
FPA Information Matrix 
Michelle and Tami are working on a guide to help SFLs navigate through the FPA/N process.  
They will develop a short brochure (with links to FPA forms and instructions) to help SFL fill out 
the FPA form. The brochure will describe alternate plans (AP) and LTA options and provide links 
to the AP tutorial and template forms and the LTA form.  
 
SFLO Staff Update 
Rick Kuykendall, the SFLO FFFPP Natural Resources Specialist, has left DNR to take a position 
with American Forest Management.  While the position is vacant, Michelle and Laura Till 
(wildlife biologist with WDFW who is also working for the FFFPP) will be reviewing applications 
and determining landowner eligibility. The SFLO is currently in the process of getting Rick’s 
position filled as soon as possible. In the meantime, all FFFPP projects are still moving forward. 
By the end of the 2013 field season, the FFFPP will have completed 47 fish barrier removal 
projects for the year opening 161 miles of upstream fish habitat. 
 
FREP Update 
The FRE program will receive $2 million for the biennium. With this allotment, the goal is to 
complete cruises and determine the value of qualifying timber for all the FREP applications on 
the program’s waiting list (approximately 108 applications). It is anticipated, with appropriate 
funding into the future, the SFLO will be able to immediately cruise and value qualifying timber 
for FREP applications as soon as they are received. 
 
Draft Forest Practices Compliance Monitoring Report 
The Draft Forest Practices Compliance Monitoring Report has been distributed to stakeholders. 
The report conducted an emphasis sample for exempt 20 acre activities.  The report showed 
that of the 28 exempt 20 acre activities that were reviewed, the compliance rate was at 57%. 
The SFLAC would like more information on these non-compliant exempt 20 acre activities to 
better understand why they were non-compliant. The SFLAC asked Tami to look into this 
request for more information. Tami found out that if the SFLAC would like more information on 
these non-compliant exempt 20 acre activities they will need to request this information in 
writing to the Compliance Monitoring Specialist, Walt Obermeyer. Ken Miller also offered to 
speak with Dick Miller, a member of the Compliance Monitoring Team, and ask for more details 
on these non-compliant exempt 20 acre activities. 
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Committee Discussion on Interpretation of WAC 222-30-023 (the exempt 20 acre rule) 
The SFL caucus of the SFLAC would like to identify areas of ambiguity or confusion in the WAC, 
as well as areas in the WAC that need clarification.  It is anticipated that these areas will be 
identified and documented. Thereafter, the SFLAC, as a stakeholder group, will submit a 
request to the Policy Group to provide clarification of this WAC. It will be the Policy Group’s 
decision on the next steps to take on this issue. 
 
WFFA members of the SFLAC would like to know if WFFA’s Participation Grant dollars could pay 
for the time spent on documenting the ambiguities and areas that need clarification of the 
exempt 20 acre rule.  Tami said she would check into this. 
 
 
Reimbursement for Travel Expenses 
The SFLAC wanted to know if reimbursement for travel expenses for committee members to 
attend the SFLAC meetings was still suspended. Tami said she would check into this. 
 
Definition of Upper Most Point of Perennial Flow 
As a follow up from the April 24th SFLAC meeting, Mark Hicks was going to bring the issue of 
how to define the Upper Most Point of Perennial Flow (UMPPF) to the Type N Workgroup. The 
Type N technical work group is currently working on the clarification of UMPPF and will most 
likely clarify it in the Board Manual.  
 
Forest Practices Biomass Work Group Request of SFLAC 
Chuck Hersey, DNR Forest Health Specialist, gave a presentation (attached) on the Forest 
Practices Biomass Work Group’s request of the SFLAC.  
 
In the Biomass Work Group’s final report to the Forest Practices Board under Soil Quality, it 
states: 

“The group requests that the Small Forest Landowner Advisory Committee consider 
undertaking the following project to assist small forest landowners (SFL): 

 Develop a nutrient risk assessment tool that SFLs can use to determine if soil 
nutrient deficiencies exist on their forest lands. 

 Develop education and outreach materials for SFLs to use to assess soil nutrients 
and potential risks to physical properties associated with timber productivity. This 
could include best management practices. 

 Seek funding for these efforts through NRCS.” 
 
Chuck wanted to hear from the SFLAC whether they believe SFLs would like assistance in the 
development of tools to determine if soil nutrient deficiencies exist on their forest land; or to 
develop education or outreach materials for SFLs to use to assess soil nutrient and potential 
risks to physical properties associated with timber productivity. 
 
SFLAC response: It would make sense to consider the entire range of timber harvest activities 
and not just biomass. A website that raises awareness of soil compaction potential and 
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potential soil nutrient loss would be helpful. There is also a need to distinguish between eastern 
and western Washington. It may be helpful to identify thresholds to determine when 
compaction and soil nutrient loss is an issue.  It was agreed that the SFLAC would like to get 
Dick Millers feedback on this subject since he was a member of the Biomass Work Group and 
he may be able to explain why this request was made of the SFLAC. 
 
Chuck will contact Dick Miller and get his input as well as look into threshold levels that 
determine when soil compaction and soil nutrient loss is an issue.  He will report back to the 
SFLAC and then the committee will decide on next steps.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for August 29th from 12:00 - 4:00 at the NRB in room 461. If you 
are unable to attend this meeting please contact Tami as soon as possible. 
 


