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9.1.09 Meeting Summary 
 724 Columbia St NW, Olympia 

 
FOREST PRACTICES BOARD POLICY WORKING GROUP 

WASHINGTON STATE NORTHERN SPOTTED OWL 
 
 
Members Present  Absent  
Ken Berg USFWS Tom Robinson WSAC  
Shawn Cantrell Seattle Audubon  David Whipple WDFW  
Mark Doumit WFPA  
Kevin Godbout Weyerhaeuser Also Present  
Don Halabisky Sierra Club Lois Schwennesen            Facilitator  
Chris Lipton Longview Timber Kara Whittaker                WFLC 
Robert Meier Rayonier Jennifer Morey Attorney General's Office 
Vic Musselman WFFA Martha Wehling               Attorney General’s Office  
Miguel Perez-Gibson Audubon  Jennifer Cook                   Schwennesen & Assoc.   
Paula Swedeen Seattle Audubon   
Chuck Turley DNR  
   
 
This is a summary of the sixteenth meeting of the Forest Practices Board’s Policy Working Group 
(Group). 
 
Strawman Package 
The subgroup for developing more detailed draft language around action Items #7 and #8, 
regarding decertification and change management, composed of Shawn Cantrell, Kevin Godbout, 
Chuck Turley, and Vic Musselman, presented their suggestions.  After discussion, the Group 
agreed to integrate the old and new language and came to a consensus on Action item #7 in the 
strawman package, agreeing that they would not recommend to the Forest Practices Board (FPB) 
any significant regulatory changes beyond reinstating the current decertification protocols until 
2014. 
 
East Side Thinning Demonstration Project 
The Group discussed Longview Timber's potential for an east side forest thinning demonstration 
or pilot project, which aims to accelerate owl habitat development and address fire, disease and 
economic constraints affecting forest managers.  Chris Lipton and Paula Swedeen presented a list 
of criteria that they had worked out together.  The Group discussed possible funding sources, 
including the farm bill's allowance for biomass conversion, and agricultural bill funds available 
for listed species habitat enhancement.  Martha Wehling will look into the necessary protocols for 
making recommendations to the Board in conjunction with their public outreach efforts.  Chris 
Lipton will continue to work on the critical logistical efforts on the ground. 
 
Flagship Incentives Program 
Robert Meier presented an exploration of incentive options relating to a parcel on Lower Bear 
Creek. This project will thin young forests and extend the rotation lengths to allow northern 
spotted owl flight on 90 acres adjacent to the core of a productive northern spotted owl site 
center. He and Shawn Cantrell will meet separately to discuss the possibility of Seattle Audubon 
partnering with Rayonier to facilitate some of the options. 
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Legislative Goals and Initiatives 
Because the FPB’s mission is one of regulation and rules development, an institutional home 
needs to be found or created to coordinate funding efforts and outreach needed to promote 
voluntary incentives activities.  The goal of such a group would not be to weigh in on regulatory 
matters, but specifically to manage the financial and/or compliance issues. For example, the 
FPB’s mission could be expanded to include the incentive program, Audubon or another 
environmental organization could take leadership, or DNR could be given a mandate and budget, 
among other options. This and other potential legislative goals were briefly discussed, and the 
Group agreed to further define its goals at a future meeting.  Miguel Perez-Gibson and Kevin 
Godbout will develop recommendations, and members will prepare to generate key goals by 
consensus.  The Group will also seek to enlist the aid of legislative staffers to develop the 
appropriate language for a proposed legislative package. 
 
Action Item 8 – Change Management 
The Group discussed draft language developed by Kevin Godbout and Shawn Cantrell.  After a 
caucus break, Paula Swedeen asked what the Group would recommend regarding occupied owl 
sites that currently lie outside of Spotted Owl Special Emphasis Areas (SOSEAs).  She urged the 
group to reconsider leaving those areas unprotected without regulation.  Chris Lipton noted that 
many years ago when SOSEAs were established, land outside SOSEAs was taken off the table.  
Shawn Cantrell concurred but added that some assumptions at the time didn’t happen, such as 
thinking barred owls were not an issue, and that the owl was declining at a lesser rate than has 
proved to be.  He stressed that currently occupied sites should not be unprotected.  Chuck Turley 
asked how the conservation caucus proposed to identify such sites, and Paula Swedeen stated a 
new survey effort would be needed.  
 
All of the forest products caucus members responded strongly that the primary purpose of this 
Group is to develop voluntary incentives, and that such broad additional regulation is not within 
the bounds of the Charter.  It would be impossible support such an initiative, particularly since the 
proposal does not include decertifying existing unoccupied lands equal in amount to any newly 
regulated areas.  Because such a proposal is impossible for their constituents, the forest products 
representatives stated they will not further discuss additional regulation.  
 
Lois Schwennesen asked the conservation caucus to consider the perspective of other members 
and their interests, and put a proposal in writing so that it can be brought to a clear conclusion by 
the Group. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
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