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2022 FIRE YEAR
OVERVIEW

APRIL

Wet spring improves
drought conditions

Only 31 fires and 250 acres
burned
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MAY

Fire season still delayed by wet
spring

Snowpack in some locations at
over 300 percent of normal

JUNE

Most areas of abnormally
dry drought conditions
now registering at
moderate

Late start to fire activity,
with only two fires greater
than 10 acres

Warming and drying
towards end of June
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2022 FIRE YEAR

OVERVIEW

JULY

Initially, July saw a return
to cool and damp
conditions

In mid-July, fire ignitions
increase, signifying the
start of the active part of
fire season

Stayman Flats reported
at 1,200 acres (final size
ended up being 1,101)
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AUGUST

Extreme heat pushed
ERC indices into the 99t
percentile for many
portions of the state

RH values in single digits
and wind gusts upwards
of 30 mph were present
during the initial attack
on Williams Lake and
Cow Canyon fires

Several lightning events
ignite many fires

SEPTEMBER

A less damaging
offshore event, similar to
Labor Day in 2020,
brings temperatures into
the 90s and RH values as
low as 11 percent on the
west side of the state.

Explosive growth during
the initial attack of Bolt
Creek on September 10

Smoke impacts result for
west side communities

OCTOBER

Another east wind event
iIn mid-October caused
all active large fires to
take off

Team assignments
extended

Significant smoke
intrusion on the west
side of the state

Fall rains on October 21
finally put an end to the
active part of the fire
year
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What about set up for
next year?

®* During March and April,
colder than typical and
wetter than typical in
eastern Washington

* Atransition from La Nina s
anticipated during the
spring months: potential for
drying in June

* Drought outlook seems

l{ive
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Potential Fire Camera Site Locations - Site Suitability Results

Fire Camera Site Suitability Analysis
Created by: Kirk Davis - Wildfire Division - 12/04/2020
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