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INADVERTENT DISCOVERY LANGUAGE 

[revised 080722] 
 
In the event any archaeological or historic materials are encountered during project activity, 
work in the immediate area (initially allowing for a 100’ buffer; this number may vary by 
circumstance) must stop and the following actions taken: 
 

1. Implement reasonable measures to protect the discovery site, including any appropriate 
stabilization or covering; and  

2. Take reasonable steps to ensure the confidentiality of the discovery site; and,  
3. Take reasonable steps to restrict access to the site of discovery. 

 
The project proponent will notify the concerned Tribes and all appropriate county, state, and 
federal agencies, including the Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation.  The 
agencies and Tribe(s) will discuss possible measures to remove or avoid cultural material, and 
will reach an agreement with the project proponent regarding actions to be taken and 
disposition of material. 
 
If human remains are uncovered, appropriate law enforcement agencies shall be notified first, 
and the above steps followed. If the remains are determined to be Native, consultation with the 
affected Tribes will take place in order to mitigate the final disposition of said remains. 

See the Revised Code of Washington, Chapter 27.53, “Archaeological Sites and Resources,” 
for applicable state laws and statutes. See also Washington State Executive Order 05-05, 
“Archaeological and Cultural Resources.” Additional state and federal law(s) may also apply. 
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