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Identifying factors associated with patterns
in floating kelp loss and resilience through
coordinated monitoring and research

There is an urgent need to understand bull kelp declines in the
Salish Sea. In this project, a broad coalition of groups will integrate
diverse efforts to:

¢ Conduct coordinated monitoring and research across a wide
range of environmental conditions and bull kelp responses.

¢ Build on existing knowledge by studying sites of kelp resilience
and loss, which constitute natural experiments. i

¢ Develop recommendations for future research and monitoring. Bull kelp

WHAT WE ARE DOING WHAT YOU CAN DO

Intensive field work at a network of 15 sites:

This project completes priority actions identified in the

e Kelp canopy extent and condition Puget Sound Kelp Conservation and Recovery Plan.
e Environmental conditions monitoring Learn about the plan and attend public workgroup
e Benthic dive surveys meetings here. Learn about status and trends in

floating kelp in Washington state here. Learn more
about volunteer kayak monitoring here. Learn more
about volunteer dive surveys with ReefCheck.

We will combine the data we collect with existing datasets to
identify relationships between the condition of bull kelp and
site-specific ecological and environmental factors. Looking
forward, we will recommend enhancements to regional
floating kelp monitoring and research.

ABOUT OUR COALITION

Coalition partners include the Dept. of Natural Resources,

WHY THIS IS
IMPORTANT

Kelp forests create rich and

University of Washington, University of Chicago,
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, Northwest
Straits Commission, Reef Check, Samish Indian Nation,
ecologically important Marine Agronomics, USGS, the Edmonds Underwater

underwater ecosystems. Bull Park, and the Puget Sound Restoration Fund.
kelp has declined sharply in

some areas of the southern

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Helen Berry, DNR

Salish Sea. The causal factors are
not understood.

This work supports actions that helen.berry@dnr.wa.gov
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This project has been funded wholly or in part by the United States Environmental Protection Agency under assistance agreement PC-01J89501 through the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife. The contents of this document do not necessarily reflect the views and policies of the Environmental Protection Agency or the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife, nor does mention of trade names or commercial products constitute endorsement or recommendation for use.


https://nwstraits.org/our-work/kelp/
https://vitalsigns.pugetsoundinfo.wa.gov/VitalSignIndicator/Detail/62
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/7605f2da0605472b9d6e99dd6801476b
https://www.reefcheck.org/kelp-forest-program/
mailto:helen.berry@dnr.wa.gov
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