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STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOQURCES
Peter Goldmark
Commissioner of Public Lands

WITHDRAWAL AND DESIGNATION ORDER
FOR THE NISQUALLY REACH AQUATIC RESERVE

The State of Washington is owner of aquatic lands known as the Nisqually Reach site,
consisting of tidelands and bedlands surrounding Anderson and Ketron Islands, including the
bedlands of the Nisqually Reach and along the southern shore of McNeil Island. Under statutory
mandates, the Washington State Department of Natural Resources manages state-owned aquatic

lands, and has found the following attributes that make the Nisqually Reach site unique and
critical for conservation:

The confluence of oceanographic, estuarine and riverine influences creates ecosystem
conditions that result in highly productive habitat and extremely high species diversity.

Juvenile Chinook and chum salmon develop in the estuarine waters near the delta and
migrate along the shorelines of Anderson Island and the Reach utilizing small pocket
estuaries still common in the area.

Vegetated nearshore areas are dominated by extensive emergent salt marsh, eelgrass
beds, kelp and other macroalgae. These habitats provide critical refuge, spawning,
nursery and foraging habitat for juvenile salmonids, rockfish, crabs, and numerous other
marine oriented species.

A large variety of waterbird species rely on the habitat and food availability at the site,
including alcids, ducks, grebes, loons and cormorants. The high bluffs found at the site
provide prime nesting habitat for Pigeon Guillemots. Marbled Murrelets have been
documented in parts of the area, perhaps using the Nisqually River as a corridor between
potential nesting grounds at Mount Rainer National Park and foraging waters at the
Nisqually Reach.

The state Department of Natural Resources is responsible for managing state-owned aquatic
lands in a manner that includes:

Ensuring environmental protection as a management objective for state-owned aquatic
lands (RCW 79.105.030(3)), and

Considering natural values of state-owned aquatic lands as wildlife habitat, natural area
preserves, representative ecosystems or spawning areas prior to the Department issuing
any lease or authorizing any changes in use (RCW 79.105.210(3)), and

Withholding from leasing lands which the Department finds to have significant natural
values (RCW 79.105.210(3)).

The goals of establishing a reserve at the Nisqually Reach site are to protect the natural
conditions of the area and ensure strong protection of the state-owned aquatic lands to prevent
further habitat degradation. Emphasis will also be placed on environmental education, research
and restoration that support a healthy nearshore environment. The site will be managed for
environmental protection, research and education as directed in the Nisqually Reach Aquatic
Reserve Management Plan.

Therefore, according to the powers vested in the office of Commissioner of Public Lands (RCW
79.105.030(3), RCW 79.10.210, and WAC 332-30-151), I, Peter Goldmark, hereby order and
direct that Washington State tidelands and bedlands described below are withdrawn from the
general leasing program and established as an Aquatic Reserve.
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