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December 2016

Dear Interested Party,

The Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is establishing a sustainable harvest level for
the fiscal year 2015 to 2024 planning decade for over 1.4 million acres of forested state trust lands in
Western Washington. Once set by the Board of Natural Resources (Board), this level will ensure the
sustainable management of state trust lands consistent with the economic, ecological, and social
objectives contained within the Policy for Sustainable Forest. Included in these objectives is meeting the
commitments of the State Trust Lands Habitat Conservation Plan, and complying with all applicable
state and federal laws.

The fiscal year 2015 to 2024 sustainable harvest level will address three key issues facing DNR uplands:
marbled murrelet conservation, arrearage, and riparian area thinning. The marbled murrelet conservation
strategy alternatives are analyzed by DNR in a separate DEIS released in 2016. The strategies designate
varying amounts of state trust lands for marbled murrelet conservation. Different amounts of state trust
lands in conservation status shift the total of land available for harvesting and therefore have the potential
to increase or decrease the decadal harvest level. In addition, DNR is required to address an arrearage that
occurred during the previous decade (fiscal year 2005-2014). When and how the arrearage is addressed
may also impact the sustainable harvest level. Finally, lower than expected levels of thinning in riparian
areas contributed to the previous decade’s arrearage. How much volume to expect from riparian areas will
also impact the harvest level.

This Draft Environmental Impact Statement evaluates four sustainable harvest level alternatives, along
with a no action alternative that reflects the previous level set by the Board in 2007. Each alternative
combines a murrelet conservation strategy, arrearage approach and riparian area thinninig level as a basis
for calculating a sustainable harvest level. The result is that the alternatives analyzed in this document
provide a wide range of sustainable harvest levels for consideration by the Board.

I invite you to provide comment on this DEIS through March 1, 2017. Further information is posted at
www.dnr.wa.gov/shc.

Thank you for your interest in the sustainable management of state trust lands.

Sincerely,
Q,LQ“L/’\_Q)__—-—-\
Peter Goldmark
Commissioner of Public Lands
DEPARTMENT OF FOREST RESOURCES DIVISION 360-902-1600
NATURAL RESOURCES 1111 WASHINGTON STREET SE

OLYMPIA, WA 98502 WWW.DNR.WA.GOV
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Requests for CDs may be mailed to the address
listed under “Contact.” Hard copies will be
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42.17.

This DEIS incorporates the following documents
by reference:

e Final (Merged) Environmental Impact
Statement: Habitat Conservation Plan

e Final Environmental Impact Statement on
the Policy for Sustainable Forests

o Final Environmental Impact Statement for
the Proposed Issuance of Multiple Species
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Environmental Impact Statement
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